
PPIC STATEWIDE SURVEY 

Californians and Education
April 2016 
Time Trends – Likely Voters 

Methodology Note: 

Findings for April 2016 are based on a survey of 1,703 California adult residents, with 50 percent interviewed 
on landline telephones (851 interviews) and 50 percent interviewed on cell phones (852 interviews). 
Interviews took an average of 20 minutes to complete. Interviewing took place on weekend days and 
weekday nights April 3–12, 2016.  

The April 2016 sampling error for the 997 likely voters, taking design effects from weighting into 
consideration, is ±4.4 percent. Sampling error is only one type of error to which surveys are subject. Results 
may also be affected by factors such as question wording, question order, and survey timing. 

If you have any questions or require additional information regarding this survey, please 
contact surveys@ppic.org 

mailto:surveys@ppic.org
http://www.ppic.org/main/publication.asp?i=1192


Full Sample Weighted among Likely Voters

Unweighted 
n

[VOL] don't 
knowdisapproveapprove

Q1. Next, overall, do you approve or disapprove of the way that 
Jerry Brown is handling his job as governor of California?

Apr 2016
Mar 2016
Jan 2016
Dec 2015
Sep 2015
Jul 2015

Jun 2015
Apr 2015
Mar 2015
Jan 2015
Dec 2014
Oct 2014
Sep 2014
Jul 2014

May 2014
Apr 2014
Mar 2014
Jan 2014
Dec 2013
Sep 2013
Jul 2013

May 2013
Apr 2013
Mar 2013
Jan 2013
Dec 2012
Oct 2012
Sep 2012
Aug 2012
May 2012
Apr 2012
Mar 2012
Jan 2012
Dec 2011
Nov 2011
Sep 2011
Jul 2011

Jun 2011
Apr 2011
Mar 2011
Feb 2011
Jan 2011 138033%20%47%

155243%17%41%
136334%25%41%
164021%32%46%
140025%28%46%
163117%35%48%
135020%35%45%
162215%38%47%
128817%36%46%
129717%38%44%
116016%38%46%
119612%40%47%
124814%43%42%
155111%42%46%
132211%47%42%
133112%43%45%
143311%40%49%
111014%36%50%
113213%39%48%
112410%41%49%
111711%40%48%
126715%31%54%
109212%39%49%
107713%38%49%
11388%32%60%
108013%35%52%
106813%31%56%
102911%35%54%
9719%34%56%
9089%36%55%
9669%37%54%

10509%34%57%
10069%33%58%
10568%36%56%
106311%37%53%
104110%36%54%
10549%37%55%
105410%35%55%
109711%35%54%
10369%31%60%
103111%36%53%
9939%35%56%
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Unweighted 
n

[VOL] don't 
knowdisapproveapprove

Q2. Do you approve or disapprove of the way that Governor 
Brown is handling the state's kindergarten through 12th grade 

public education system?

Apr 2016
Apr 2015
Apr 2014
Apr 2013
Apr 2012
Apr 2011 163834%41%25%

119523%54%23%
112021%49%31%
107029%38%33%
105428%39%34%
98525%39%36%
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Unweighted 
n

[VOL] don't 
knowdisapproveapprove

Q3. Overall, do you approve or disapprove of the way that the 
California Legislature is handling its job?

Apr 2016
Mar 2016
Jan 2016
Dec 2015
Sep 2015

Jul 2015
Jun 2015
Apr 2015
Mar 2015
Jan 2015
Dec 2014
Oct 2014
Sep 2014

Jul 2014
May 2014
Apr 2014
Mar 2014
Jan 2014
Dec 2013
Sep 2013

Jul 2013
May 2013
Apr 2013
Mar 2013
Jan 2013
Dec 2012
Oct 2012
Sep 2012
Aug 2012
May 2012
Apr 2012
Mar 2012
Jan 2012
Dec 2011
Nov 2011
Sep 2011

Jul 2011
Jun 2011
Apr 2011
Mar 2011
Feb 2011
Jan 2011
Nov 2010
Oct 2010
Sep 2010

Jul 2010
May 2010
Apr 2010
Mar 2010
Jan 2010
Dec 2009
Nov 2009 163010%80%10%

10777%83%10%
12997%80%12%
12356%85%9%
15409%79%11%
12478%80%11%
14628%82%10%
12144%85%11%
12383%86%10%
16739%82%9%
139014%68%18%
155817%63%20%
136014%70%16%
164412%74%14%
140411%72%17%
163911%74%15%
136312%71%17%
163413%70%17%
129315%69%16%
129712%71%17%
116214%66%21%
119912%73%15%
124811%71%17%
156010%69%21%
132510%68%22%
132911%68%21%
143413%61%26%
111514%55%31%
113014%61%25%
11297%64%29%
112512%59%29%
127212%55%33%
109510%57%32%
107712%56%32%
114510%57%33%
108412%57%32%
107415%56%29%
102711%54%36%
97213%56%31%
90114%54%32%
96913%51%37%

104610%51%39%
100313%47%41%
105911%50%39%
10619%55%36%
104318%52%30%
105513%54%32%
105615%47%39%
110014%48%38%
103411%48%41%
102912%50%38%
9939%51%40%
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Unweighted 
n

[VOL] don't 
knowdisapproveapprove

Q3. Overall, do you approve or disapprove of the way that the 
California Legislature is handling its job?

Sep 2009
Jul 2009

May 2009
Apr 2009
Mar 2009
Feb 2009
Jan 2009
Nov 2008
Oct 2008
Sep 2008
Aug 2008
May 2008
Apr 2008
Mar 2008
Jan 2008
Dec 2007
Oct 2007
Sep 2007
Jun 2007
May 2007
Apr 2007
Mar 2007
Jan 2007
Oct 2006
Sep 2006
Aug 2006
May 2006
Mar 2006
Jan 2006
Jan 2006
Oct 2005
Sep 2005
Aug 2005
May 2005
Jan 2005
Oct 2004
Sep 2004
Aug 2004
Jun 2004
May 2004
Jan 2004
Aug 2003
Jun 2003
Feb 2003
Sep 2002
Jan 2002
Dec 2001
Jan 2001
Sep 2000 108911%34%56%

108512%32%56%
93914%36%50%
96711%43%46%

102915%45%40%
107116%55%29%
103213%58%29%
106710%68%22%
97716%50%34%

109813%52%35%
134611%51%38%
118311%52%37%
119112%51%37%
121014%46%40%
123011%57%33%
123712%63%24%
105213%64%23%
111112%60%28%
116114%65%21%
144317%60%23%
125612%63%25%
100212%65%23%
109315%61%23%
110512%61%27%
120713%55%32%
118813%61%26%
127414%49%37%
123314%47%39%
151014%51%35%
112714%51%36%
110618%47%35%
115811%59%29%
157414%54%32%
114610%54%35%
122612%61%27%
121911%64%25%
151712%66%22%
122412%65%23%
11836%74%20%
12779%76%16%
12808%70%22%
163311%69%20%
13879%76%15%
156410%75%14%
113610%80%11%
159610%74%16%
12138%80%12%
15636%84%10%
13398%76%16%
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Unweighted 
n

[VOL] don't 
knowdisapproveapprove

Q4. Do you approve or disapprove of the way that the California 
Legislature is handling the state's kindergarten through 12th 

grade public education system?

Apr 2016
Apr 2015
Apr 2014
Apr 2013
Apr 2012
Apr 2011
Apr 2010
Apr 2009
Apr 2008
Apr 2007
Apr 2006 126520%65%16%

151025%54%21%
151418%68%14%
159519%70%11%
154016%76%8%
163722%69%9%
119821%69%10%
112717%60%23%
106927%51%22%
105520%54%26%
99020%51%29%
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Unweighted 
n

[VOL] don't 
know

not much of 
a problem

somewhat of 
a problembig problem

Q5. How much of a problem is the quality of education in California's K-to-12 
public schools today? Is it a big problem, somewhat of a problem, or not much of a 

problem?

Apr 2016
Apr 2015
Apr 2014
Apr 2013
Apr 2012
Apr 2011
Apr 2010
Apr 2009
Apr 2008
Apr 2007
Apr 2006
Apr 2005
Oct 2002
Dec 2001
Jan 2001
Jan 2000
May 1998 9494%9%30%57%

9852%9%27%62%
10935%8%31%55%
9493%9%29%59%

10524%8%35%54%
14755%8%28%60%
12682%6%21%70%
15164%7%26%63%
15204%9%25%62%
16004%8%29%59%
15412%7%31%60%
16523%7%23%67%
12064%6%24%67%
11312%7%27%64%
10743%6%30%61%
10643%9%28%60%
9933%11%33%53%
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Unweighted 
n

[VOL] don't 
know

not at all 
concerned

not too 
concerned

somewhat 
concerned

very 
concerned

Q6. How concerned are you that schools in lower-income areas have a shortage of good teachers 
compared to schools in wealthier areas? Are you very concerned, somewhat concerned, not too 

concerned, or not at all concerned about this issue?

Apr 2016
Apr 2015
Apr 2014
Apr 2013
Apr 2012
Apr 2011
Apr 2010
Apr 2008
Apr 2007
Apr 2006 12642%7%6%31%54%

15152%6%7%31%54%
15172%6%10%32%51%
15412%5%8%28%58%
16411%6%6%25%62%
12031%6%9%22%62%
11253%8%10%29%50%
10722%7%8%26%57%
10623%8%7%25%57%
9902%8%6%28%56%
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Unweighted 
n

[VOL] don't 
know

not at all 
concerned

not too 
concerned

somewhat 
concerned

very 
concerned

Q7. How concerned are you that students in lower-income areas are less likely than other students 
to be ready for college when they finish high school?

Apr 2016
Apr 2015
Apr 2014
Apr 2013
Apr 2011
Apr 2010 15421%5%7%27%59%

16530%5%7%28%59%
11261%7%9%27%56%
10780%4%11%23%62%
10661%6%7%25%60%
9920%7%6%29%58%
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Unweighted 
n

[VOL] don't 
knownothing at alla littlea lot

Q8. Next, how much, if anything, have you heard about the Common Core State 
Standards, a new set of English and math standards that the state began 

implementing in recent years? Have you heard a lot, a little, or nothing at all?

Apr 2016
Apr 2015
Apr 2014 10760%36%38%26%

10691%26%43%30%
9960%21%43%36%
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Unweighted 
n

[VOL] don't 
knowopposefavor

Q9. The Common Core State Standards are a single set of K-to-
12 English language arts and math standards that most states 
have voluntarily adopted. From what you've read and heard, do 
you favor or oppose the Common Core education standards?

Apr 2016
Apr 2015 106023%40%37%

99118%49%33%
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Unweighted 
n

[VOL] don't 
know

not at all 
confident

not too 
confident

somewhat 
confident

very 
confident

Q10. How confident are you that implementing Common Core in California's schools will make 
students more college or career ready upon graduation - very confident, somewhat confident, not 

too confident, or not at all confident? 

Apr 2016
Apr 2015
Apr 2014 10735%13%26%46%10%

10678%21%28%36%7%
9936%27%26%32%8%
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Unweighted 
n

[VOL] don't 
know

not at all 
confident

not too 
confident

somewhat 
confident

very 
confident

Q11. How confident are you that implementing Common Core in California's schools will help 
students develop critical thinking and problem solving skills - very confident, somewhat confident, 

not too confident, or not at all confident? 

Apr 2016
Apr 2015
Apr 2014 10737%16%27%39%12%

10648%20%27%37%8%
9946%26%27%30%11%
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Unweighted 
n

[VOL] don't 
knowFDCBA

Q15. Overall, how would you rate the quality of public schools in your neighborhood today?

Apr 2016
Apr 2015
Apr 2014
Apr 2013
Apr 2012
Apr 2011
Apr 2010
Apr 2009
Apr 2008
Apr 2007
Apr 2006
Apr 2005
Oct 2002

Aug 2000 10148%7%14%30%29%10%
10515%4%11%32%33%14%
14768%3%9%29%34%17%
12685%4%8%27%36%19%
15167%5%10%30%34%14%
15235%4%10%27%35%18%
15985%4%9%29%34%18%
15435%4%11%27%32%20%
16494%4%13%32%31%16%
12026%4%12%28%34%15%
11333%5%9%31%35%17%
10775%4%9%33%37%12%
10664%4%11%32%34%15%
9973%4%11%28%36%18%
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Unweighted 
n

[VOL] don't 
knowpoornot so goodgoodexcellent

Q16. Are your local public schools doing an excellent, good, not so good, or poor job in preparing 
students for college? 

Apr 2016
Apr 2015
Apr 2014
Apr 2013
Nov 2011
Apr 2011
Apr 2010
Apr 2009 16005%15%38%40%3%

15394%17%42%35%3%
16454%23%37%33%3%
16395%25%38%28%4%
11318%13%30%39%10%
10759%14%26%41%10%
10637%11%26%44%12%
9966%11%30%42%12%
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Unweighted 
n

[VOL] don't 
knowpoornot so goodgoodexcellent

Q17. Are your local public schools doing an excellent, good, not so good, or poor job in preparing 
students for jobs and the workforce? 

Apr 2016
Apr 2015
Apr 2014
Apr 2013
Apr 2011
Apr 2010
Apr 2009 15984%21%49%24%1%

15395%22%49%23%2%
16445%27%40%26%2%
11308%17%37%34%5%
10767%18%37%33%4%
10639%13%35%36%8%
9967%15%35%35%9%
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Unweighted 
n

[VOL] don't 
know

not really a 
problem

somewhat of 
a problembig problem

Q18. How about teacher quality? (Do you think this is a big problem, somewhat of 
a problem, or not really a problem for California's K-to-12 public schools today? 

Apr 2016
Apr 2013
Apr 2011
Apr 2010
Apr 2009

Apr 2008
Apr 2007
Apr 2006 12654%26%42%28%

15174%22%43%31%
15204%23%43%30%
16014%23%42%30%
15422%18%42%37%
16502%16%37%46%
11303%23%45%29%
9962%19%49%30%
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Unweighted 
n

[VOL] don't 
knownot enoughjust enough

more than 
enough

Q20. Do you think the current level of state funding for your LOCAL public schools 
is more than enough, just enough, or not enough?

Apr 2016
Apr 2015
Apr 2014
Apr 2013
Apr 2012
Apr 2011
Apr 2010
Apr 2009
Apr 2008
Apr 2007
Apr 2006
Apr 2005
Jan 2004
Oct 2002
Aug 2000
Sep 1999
Sep 1998 10426%63%21%10%

9134%65%20%11%
10125%62%23%10%
10496%63%21%10%
9815%60%23%12%

147410%48%33%8%
12677%46%34%13%
15158%46%33%13%
15207%49%32%12%
16016%49%32%14%
15436%59%26%8%
16506%52%30%12%
12073%59%26%12%
11333%58%26%12%
10776%49%27%18%
10695%54%27%14%
9975%60%22%13%
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Unweighted 
n

[VOL] don't 
knowopposefavor

Q21. As you may know, voters passed Proposition 30 in November 2012. It 
increased taxes on earnings over $250,000 dollars until 2018 and sales taxes 
by one quarter cent until 2016. Do you favor or oppose extending for 12 years 
the tax increase on earning over $250,000 to fund education and health care?

Apr 2016
Mar 2016 10384%38%58%

9952%35%62%
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Unweighted 
n

[VOL] don't 
knownoyes

Q23. If your LOCAL school district had a bond measure on the 
ballot to pay for school construction projects, would you vote yes 

or no? 

Apr 2016
Apr 2015
Apr 2014
Apr 2013
Apr 2012
Apr 2011
Apr 2010
Apr 2009
Apr 2008
Apr 2007
Apr 2005
Jun 2004
Feb 2004
Oct 2002
Oct 2000
Feb 2000
Dec 1999 9086%22%72%

10127%30%63%
109010%27%63%
10496%25%70%
100910%31%59%
13483%28%68%
14755%27%68%
15165%37%58%
15205%38%58%
15995%41%54%
15435%41%54%
16514%43%53%
12046%40%53%
11313%42%56%
10768%38%55%
10674%42%53%
9944%34%62%
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Unweighted 
n

[VOL] don't 
knownoyes

Q24. What if there was a measure on your LOCAL ballot to 
increase local parcel taxes to provide more funds for the local 

public schools? Would you vote yes or no? 

Apr 2016
Apr 2015
Apr 2014
Apr 2013
Apr 2012
Apr 2011
Apr 2010
Apr 2009 15965%47%49%

15394%44%52%
16534%42%54%
12066%44%51%
11313%47%51%
10763%48%48%
10675%46%49%
9965%43%52%
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Unweighted 
n

[VOL] don't 
knowbad ideagood idea

Q25. Do you think it's a good idea or a bad idea to replace the 
two-thirds vote requirement with a 55 percent majority vote for 
voters to pass local parcel taxes for the local public schools?

Apr 2016
Apr 2015
Apr 2014
Apr 2013
Jan 2013
Apr 2011
Apr 2009 15955%55%40%

16525%49%46%
11137%42%51%
11285%48%47%
10768%54%39%
10626%50%44%
9917%49%44%
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Unweighted 
n

[VOL] don't 
know

[VOL] other 
(SPECIFY)

the state 
government

the local 
school 

districts
the local 
schools

Q27. Who do you think SHOULD have the MOST control in deciding how the money from state 
government is spent in local public schools - [ROTATE ORDER] [1] the local schools, [2] the local 

school districts, [OR] [3] the state government?

Apr 2016
Apr 2013
Apr 2012
Apr 2011
Apr 2010
Apr 2009
Apr 2008 15192%3%10%47%38%

16002%2%10%52%35%
15402%2%8%51%38%
16482%1%11%51%35%
12071%4%6%53%36%
11302%1%14%46%37%
9962%1%8%51%38%
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Unweighted 
n

[VOL] don't 
knownothing at alla littlea lot

Q28. Next, how much, if anything, have you heard about the Local Control 
Funding Formula, a policy enacted in recent years that changes the way K-to-12 

public school districts are funded in California?

Apr 2016
Apr 2015
Apr 2014 10780%73%23%4%

10681%75%21%3%
9970%69%27%4%
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Unweighted 
n

[VOL] don't 
knowopposefavor

Q29. The Local Control Funding Formula provides add'l funding 
to school districts that have more (english language learners) 
AND (low income students) and gives flexibility over how state 

funding is spent. Do you favor or oppose this plan?

Apr 2016
Apr 2015
Apr 2014 10738%24%67%

10649%22%69%
9905%20%75%
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Unweighted 
n

[VOL] don't 
know

not at all 
confident

not too 
confident

somewhat 
confident

very 
confident

Q30. As the state implements the Local Control Funding Formula, how confident are you that local 
school districts which receive additional funding will spend that money on programs\support for 

(english language learners) AND (low income students)?

Apr 2016
Apr 2015 10672%18%30%43%7%

9964%12%24%47%12%
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Unweighted 
n

[VOL] don't 
know

will NOT 
improve

improve 
somewhatimprove a lot

Q31. As the state implements the Local Control Funding Formula, do you think the 
academic achievement of (english language learners) AND (low income students) 

will or will not improve?

Apr 2016
Apr 2015
Apr 2014 107613%33%44%10%

10648%31%50%10%
9928%23%52%18%
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Unweighted 
n

[VOL] don't 
knowshould notshould

Q33. On another topic, do you think that the state government 
should or should not fund voluntary preschool programs for all 

four-year-olds in California?

Apr 2016
Apr 2014 10735%32%63%

9972%31%67%
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Unweighted 
n

[VOL] don't 
know

not at all 
important

not too 
important

somewhat 
important

very 
important

Q35. How important is attending preschool to a student's success in kindergarten through grade 12 
- very important, somewhat important, not too important, or not at all important?

Apr 2016
Apr 2014
May 2006
Mar 2006 10072%7%8%24%58%

10932%7%9%25%57%
10772%6%10%22%61%
9971%4%10%24%62%
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