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Mark Baldassare is president and CEO of the Public Policy Institute of California, 
where he also holds the Arjay and Frances Fearing Miller Chair in Public Policy and 
directs the PPIC Statewide Survey. Before assuming his current position, he was 
PPIC’s director of research. He has authored ten books, including The Coming Age 
of Direct Democracy: California’s Recall and Beyond. Before joining PPIC, he was a 
professor of urban and regional planning at the University of California, Irvine, where 
he held the Johnson Chair in Civic Governance and initiated and directed the Orange 
County Annual Survey. He has conducted surveys for the Los Angeles Times, the 
San Francisco Chronicle, and the California Business Roundtable. He holds a Ph.D. in 
sociology from the University of California, Berkeley.

Hans Johnson is a Bren fellow and senior fellow at the Public Policy Institute of 
California. His work focuses on the dynamics of population change in California 
and policy implications of the state’s changing demography, with a focus on higher 
education. At PPIC, he has conducted research on education projections and 
workforce skills, population projections, international and domestic migration, and 
housing. Before joining PPIC, he was senior demographer at the California Research 
Bureau, where he conducted research on population issues for the state legislature 
and the governor’s office. He has also worked as a demographer at the California 
Department of Finance, specializing in population projections. He holds a Ph.D. in 
demography from the University of California, Berkeley.

Donna Lucas is president and CEO of Lucas Public Affairs, a California-based 
strategic consulting, public affairs, and communications firm. Before founding the 
firm in 2006, she was deputy chief of staff for strategic planning and initiatives for 
Governor Schwarzenegger and chief of staff to first lady Maria Shriver. She has served 
on the PPIC Statewide Survey Advisory Committee since 1998 and on PPIC’s Board 
of Directors since 2007. She was elected board chair in September 2013. She is a 
graduate of the University of Southern California’s School of Journalism.

Janet Napolitano became the twentieth president of the University of California 
in September 2013. She leads a university system with ten campuses, five medical 
centers, three affiliated national laboratories, and a statewide agriculture and 
natural resources program. She has a distinguished record of leading large, complex 
organizations at the federal and state levels. She served as secretary of homeland 
security from 2009 to 2013, as governor of Arizona from 2003 to 2009, as attorney 
general of Arizona from 1998 to 2003, and U.S. Attorney for the District of Arizona 
from 1993 to 1997. Before she became a public servant, she practiced law at Lewis & 
Roca in Phoenix, where she became a partner in 1989. She began her career in 1983 
as a clerk for Judge Mary M. Schroeder of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit. She was the first woman to chair the National Governors Association and was 
named one of the nation’s top five governors by Time magazine. She has received 
honorary degrees from several universities and colleges, and in 2010 she was awarded 
the Thomas Jefferson Foundation Medal (Law), the University of Virginia’s highest 
external honor. She holds a J.D. from the University of Virginia School of Law and  
a B.A. from Santa Clara University. 
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