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Arnold Bloom is a professor at the University of California, Davis, and holds the John B. Orr Endowed 
Chair in environmental plant sciences. He teaches a public online course on climate change, which has 
had more than 10,000 participants from all over the world. He has published articles on a range of topics 
from the economics of resource allocation in plants to the future of agriculture under rising carbon dioxide 
levels and has coauthored textbooks on plant physiology and plant mineral nutrition. He received a B.A. 
in physics from Yale University and a Ph.D. in biological sciences from Stanford University.  

Hans Johnson is a senior and Bren fellow at PPIC. His work focuses on the dynamics of population change 
in California and policy implications of the state's changing demography, with a focus on higher 
education. At PPIC, he has conducted research on education projections and workforce skills, population 
projections, international and domestic migration, and housing. Before joining PPIC, he was senior 
demographer at the California Research Bureau, where he conducted research on population issues for 
the state legislature and the governor's office. He has also worked as a demographer at the California 
Department of Finance, specializing in population projections. He holds a Ph.D. in demography from 
the University of California, Berkeley. 

David Lesher is director of government affairs at PPIC and is based in PPIC’s Sacramento Center. 
Previously, he directed the New America Foundation’s California Program, which sponsors a wide range 
of research, writing, and events on issues of critical importance to the future of California. Prior to that, 
he covered politics and government for 15 years at the Los Angeles Times, where his roles ranged from lead 
reporter in the Sacramento bureau to assistant national editor on the paper’s presidential campaign desk.  

Joseph Moreau is the executive sponsor of the Online Education Initiative and vice chancellor of 
technology at Foothill-De Anza Community College District. Previously, he has been manager of the 
Instructional Resources Center at Pasadena City College, dean of learning resources at West Hills College, 
dean of academic information services at Mira Costa College, and chief technology officer for State 
University of New York at Oswego. He has served on the boards of a number of nonprofit and professional 
organizations, including the California Community Colleges Chief Information Systems Officers Association, 
the Corporation for Education Network Initiatives in California, the Oracle Higher Education User Group, 
and the SUNY Faculty Advisory Council for Teaching and Technology. He holds a B.A. in visual arts from 
the University of California, San Diego, and an M.A. in education from California State University, Los Angeles. 

Ashley Skylar is the quality assurance manager of academic technology services at California State 
University, where she supports efforts related to the quality of online and hybrid courses. Previously, she 
was the director at the Center for Excellence and Innovation in Online Education at Cal State Online and 
participated in several system-wide technology initiatives. She has more than ten years of experience in 
teaching online courses and has published numerous articles about distance education. She holds a Ph.D. 
in education/instructional technology and learning disabilities from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas.  

 

 


