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Geoff Dean is the 19th sheriff of Ventura County and a 38-year veteran of the Ventura County sheriff's office. 
Prior to being elected sheriff, he worked varied assignments, including commanding the SWAT team, serving as 
chief of police for the City of Moorpark, and overseeing three of the sheriff’s four divisions. He has been active in 
several community organizations, including the Camarillo Noon Time Rotary, the Casa Pacifica Home for Abused 
Children, the American Cancer Society, and the Boy Scouts of America. He holds a master of public administration 
from California State University, Northridge, and a master of management from Cal Poly Pomona. He is a 
graduate of the California State Peace Officers Command College. 

Deborah Gonzalez is director of government affairs at PPIC. She and her staff work to connect PPIC research 
with policymakers and community leaders. A longtime Capitol staffer, she served as policy and fiscal director for 
six legislative leaders and worked on a wide variety of issues—including the state budget, education reform, 
infrastructure funding, and public safety. She holds a law degree from the McGeorge School of Law, University of 
the Pacific, and a BA from Claremont McKenna College, where she majored in international relations. 

Scott Kernan is secretary of the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR). He served as 
CDCR undersecretary for operations from March to December 2015, and from 2008 to 2011. From 2011 to 2015, he 
ran Kernan Consulting. He was chief deputy secretary of adult operations from 2007 to 2008 and deputy director of 
adult institutions from 2006 to 2007. Prior to that, he served as warden at California State Prison, Sacramento, and 
at Mule Creek State Prison, where he had previously served as a chief deputy warden and a correctional administrator. 
Earlier in his career, he served as a correctional captain, correctional lieutenant, associate budget analyst, correctional 
sergeant, and correctional officer. He served in the US Navy from 1979 to 1982. 

Magnus Lofstrom is a senior fellow at PPIC. His areas of expertise include public safety, immigration, entrepreneurship, 
and education. His recent work examines crime trends in California, public safety realignment and recidivism, and 
California’s jail capacity and construction needs. He is also a research fellow at the Institute for the Study of Labor 
(IZA), Germany; a community scholar at the Julian Samora Research Institute at Michigan State University; and a 
research associate at the Center for Comparative Immigration Studies at the University of California, San Diego. He 
serves on the editorial board of Industrial Relations and was a member of California controller John Chiang’s Council 
of Economic Advisors. Prior to joining PPIC, he was an assistant professor of economics at the University of Texas at 
Dallas. He received his PhD in economics from the University of California, San Diego. 

Julie Small is a criminal justice reporter for KQED Public Radio in San Francisco. Before joining KQED, she was the 
state capitol reporter for Southern California Public Radio, where she reported extensively on state prisons. Her 2010 
investigative series on prison medical care won a regional Edward R. Murrow Award and a Golden Mic Award from 
the Radio Television Digital News Association of Southern California. In 2007 the Sacramento Press Club recognized 
her ongoing coverage of prison overcrowding with an award for Excellence in the Reporting on California State 
Government. She began her journalism career as the deputy foreign editor for Marketplace. She holds a master’s 
degree in journalism from the Annenberg School of Communication at the University of Southern California. 

Wendy Still is chief probation officer for the Alameda County Probation Department. Previously, she served as 
San Francisco’s chief adult probation officer. She has worked in state government for over 39 years, specializing 
in adult and community corrections. She has held numerous positions, including director of activation 
management and rehabilitation programs for California Federal Prison Health Care Services, associate director 
of female offender programs and services, and chief financial officer for CDCR. She is an expert consultant for 
the Department of Justice and the Department of Homeland Security. She holds a master of advanced studies 
in criminology, law, and society from the University of California, Irvine, and a BS in organizational behavior 
from the University of San Francisco. 
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