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Wade Crowfoot is CEO of the Water Foundation. The foundation works with a broad range of partners to help 
communities and natural places thrive. He came to the Water Foundation in 2016 from Governor Jerry Brown’s 
administration, where he led drought response efforts as deputy cabinet secretary and senior advisor to the 
governor. He also directed several of the governor’s priority initiatives to improve transportation, reduce carbon 
pollution, improve disaster preparedness, and build California’s resilience to climate change. Before joining the 
Brown administration, he served as west coast regional director for the Environmental Defense Fund and senior 
environmental advisor to former San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom. He holds a master’s degree in public policy 
from the London School of Economics, and a bachelor’s degree in political science from the University of 
Wisconsin–Madison. 

Thomas Esqueda is the director of public utilities for Fresno, where he is responsible for the operation, 
maintenance, and long-range planning of water, wastewater, and solid waste. He has more than 30 years’ 
experience working for public agencies, both as a private-sector consultant and a public-sector department head. 
He has experience in managing large-scale water, wastewater, and solid waste systems and projects for local 
governments. Previously, he managed environmental engineering programs and projects for four of the largest 
consulting firms in the United States―Black & Veatch, CH2M HILL, Camp, Dresser & McKee, and Brown and 
Caldwell. He also served for four years as the director of environmental services for Wake County in Raleigh, North 
Carolina, where he was responsible for programs and services focused on public health protection, wastewater 
management, groundwater management, and solid waste services. He has a BS in Civil Engineering from San Jose 
State University, and is a registered professional engineer in Oregon and North Carolina. 

Ellen Hanak is director of the PPIC Water Policy Center and a senior fellow at the Public Policy Institute of California. 
Under her leadership, the center has become a critical source of information and guidance for natural resource 
management in California. She has authored dozens of reports, articles, and books on water policy, including 
Managing California’s Water. Her research is frequently profiled in the national media, and she participates in 
briefings, conferences, and interviews throughout the nation and around the world. Her other areas of expertise 
include climate change and infrastructure finance. Previously, she served as research director at PPIC. Before joining 
PPIC, she held positions with the French agricultural research system, the President’s Council of Economic Advisers, 
and the World Bank. She holds a PhD in economics from the University of Maryland.   

Rosemary Menard is the water director for the City of Santa Cruz. She has been a water utility leader for more than 
35 years, during which she has developed and applied skills in leadership, management, organizational 
development, team building, utility operations analysis, and problem solving. Her strategic analysis, 
communication, negotiating and community engagement skills and experience have helped her successfully 
develop and implement a diverse array of initiatives covering a wide range of topics in a variety of organizational 
settings. Previously, she held executive-level leadership roles with the water utilities serving Seattle, Washington, 
Portland, Oregon, and Washoe County in Reno, Nevada. 

David Mitchell is a principal at M.Cubed. His practice areas include benefit-cost analysis, regional economic impact 
assessment, utility rate setting and financial planning, and natural resource valuation. He has in-depth knowledge 
of the water supply, water quality and environmental management challenges confronting natural resource 
management agencies. Representative clients include Alliance for Water Efficiency, California Urban Water 
Conservation Council, California Department of Water Resources, Tahoe Regional Planning Agency, Contra Costa 
Water District, East Bay Municipal Water District, Sonoma County Water Agency, Santa Clara Valley Water District, 
and Metropolitan Water District of Southern California. He holds an MS in agricultural and resource economics, and 
a BS in the political economy of natural resources, both from the University of California, Berkeley. 
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