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SOURCE:  California Chamber of Commerce.
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Figure S.1—Chamber of Commerce Ratings of California Legislators Before 
and After 2001 Redistricting

Regardless, changing the party control of a district (from Republican 
to Democratic, or vice versa) would have a much larger and more consistent 
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effect on the outcomes of specific roll call votes.  This may be the real 
avenue of influence for redistricting reform:  Increasing the number of more 
competitive districts would increase the prospects of changing the party 
balance in the Legislature in any given election year.  But this would not 
increase moderation in the Legislature so much as shift the influence from 
one polarized party to the other.

If the ultimate goal of redistricting reform is to increase bipartisanship 
in Sacramento, other avenues may prove more fruitful.  Campaign finance 
reform, open primaries, and the mobilization of complacent middle-of-
the-road voters would probably be more effective.  None of these could 
guarantee stronger moderating effects on the Legislature than redistricting 
reform, but our findings suggest that the effects could hardly be weaker.  

Arguments for and against reform assume a wide variety of goals.  
This report does not take a position on whether any of these goals is worth 
pursuing—even that of encouraging moderation and bipartisanship.  
Instead, it examines whether redistricting reform would be an effective way 
to increase bipartisanship, if that is the goal.  On this specific question, the 
evidence suggests that reform would have only a minor effect, at best.  If 
the aim is to reduce partisanship, efforts should be directed elsewhere.


