PPIC Statewide Survey, January 2006

Special Survey on the California State Budget

Codebook


Codebook Setup:

Variable
Variable Label

Value
Value Label

id

Q01.
First, which one issue facing California today do you think is the most important for the Governor and state legislature to work on in 2006?

[CODE RESPONSE; DO NOT READ LIST; SINGLE RECORD]

01
Crime; gangs

02
Drugs

03
Economy

04
Education; schools

05
Electricity costs, supply/Energy crisis

06
Environment; pollution

07
Gay rights, gay marriages

08
Government reform

09
Government regulations 

10 
Guns; gun control

11
Health care; health insurance, health costs; HMO reform

12
Homelessness

13
Housing costs; housing availability

14
Immigration



15
Illegal immigration

16
Infrastructure

17
Jobs; unemployment

18
Moral and family values
19
Pension system reforms

20
Population growth; too much development; sprawl

21
Political reform, redistricting

22
Poverty; the poor

23
Race relations; racial and ethnic issues

24
State budget, deficit, state spending

25
Taxes

26
Terrorism; security issues

27
Traffic; transportation

28
Water; water quality; water availability

29
Welfare

30
Women's rights

97
other [SPECIFY]

98
[VOL] don’t know

99
[VOL] refuse

Q02.
Overall, do you approve or disapprove of the way that Arnold Schwarzenegger (SH-WARTS-IN-EGG-ER) is handling his job as Governor of California?

1
approve

2
disapprove

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse 

[ROTATE QUESTIONS 3 TO 7]

Q03.
Do you approve or disapprove of the way that Governor Schwarzenegger (SH-WARTS-IN-EGG-ER) is handling the issue of the state budget and taxes? 

1
approve

2
disapprove

8

[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse 

Q04.
Do you approve or disapprove of the way that Governor Schwarzenegger (SH-WARTS-IN-EGG-ER) is handling the state’s kindergarten through twelfth grade public education system?

1
approve

2
disapprove

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse 

Q05.
Do you approve or disapprove of the way that Governor Schwarzenegger (SH-WARTS-IN-EGG-ER) is handling the issue of transportation and traffic congestion?

1
approve

2
disapprove

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse 

Q06.
Do you approve or disapprove of the way that Governor Schwarzenegger (SH-WARTS-IN-EGG-ER) is handling crime and punishment issues?

1
approve

2
disapprove

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse 

Q07.
Do you approve or disapprove of the way that Governor Schwarzenegger (SH-WARTS-IN-EGG-ER) is handling the issue of jobs and the economy in California?

1
approve

2
disapprove

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse 

Q08.
Overall, do you approve or disapprove of the way that the California legislature is handling its job?  

1
approve

2
disapprove

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse 

Q09.
Do you think things in California are generally going in the right direction or the wrong direction?

1
right direction


2
wrong direction

8
[VOL] don’t know


9
[VOL] refuse

Q10.
Turning to economic conditions in California, do you think that during the next 12 months we will have good times financially or bad times?

1
good times


2
bad times 

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q11.
On another issue, do you think the state budget situation in California --that is, the balance between government spending and revenues—is a big problem, somewhat of a problem, or not a problem for the people of California today?
1
big problem 

2
somewhat of a problem 

3
not a problem 

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q12.
In the past two years, do you think the state budget situation has improved, gotten worse, or stayed the same?

1
improved

2
gotten worse

3
stayed the same

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Now, I am going to ask about specific areas where the State of California spends money. For each area, please tell me if you think that the state government should spend more money than it does now, the same amount as now, or less money than now. 

[ROTATE Q13 TO Q17]

Q13.
How about the state’s corrections system, including prisons? (Do you think that the state government should spend more money than it does now, the same amount as now, or less money than now?)

1
more money


2
same amount of money

3
less money

4
[VOL] should spend no money at all

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q14.
How about the K through 12 public education system? (Do you think that the state government should spend more money than it does now, the same amount as now, or less money than now?)

1
more money


2
same amount of money

3
less money

4
[VOL] should spend no money at all

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q15.
How about public colleges and universities? (Do you think that the state government should spend more money than it does now, the same amount as now, or less money than now?) 

1
more money


2
same amount of money

3
less money

4
[VOL] should spend no money at all

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q16.
How about health and human services? (Do you think that the state government should spend more money than it does now, the same amount as now, or less money than now?)

1
more money


2
same amount of money

3
less money

4
[VOL] should spend no money at all

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q17.
How about roads and other infrastructure projects? (Do you think that the state government should spend more money than it does now, the same amount as now, or less money than now?)

1
more money


2
same amount of money

3
less money

4
[VOL] should spend no money at all

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Tax and fee increases could be used to help pay for state spending. For each of the following, please say if you favor or oppose the proposal.

[ROTATE QUESTIONS 18 AND 19]

Q18.
How about raising the top rate of the state income tax paid by the wealthiest Californians? (Do you favor or oppose this proposal?)

1
favor

2
oppose

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q19.
How about increasing taxes on the purchase of cigarettes? (Do you favor or oppose this proposal?)

1
favor

2
oppose

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Next, how would you vote on these tax and spending initiatives if an election were held today?

[ROTATE QUESTIONS 20 AND 21]

Q20.
How about increasing taxes on the purchase of cigarettes by $2.60 per pack to pay for children’s health insurance, hospital emergency room care, and other health treatment and prevention programs? Would you vote yes or no?

1
yes

2
no

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q21.
How about increasing taxes by 1.7 percent on individual incomes above $400,000 dollars annually, and $800,000 dollars for couples, to pay for voluntary public preschool for all 4-year old children? Would you vote yes or no? 

1
yes

2
no

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q22.
When it comes to the tough choices involved in the state budget, both in deciding how much Californians should pay in taxes and how to fund state programs, whose approach do you most prefer—[ROTATE] (1) Governor Schwarzenegger’s (SH-WARTS-IN-EGG-ER), (2) the Democrats’ in the legislature, or (3) the Republicans’ in the legislature?

1
Governor Schwarzenegger’s 

2          Democrats’

3          Republicans’

4
[VOL] other answer [SPECIFY] 

5
[VOL] none

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q23.
And, in general, which of the following statements do you agree with more—I’d rather pay higher taxes and have a state government that provides more services, or I’d rather pay lower taxes and have a state government that provides fewer services?

1
higher taxes and more services


2
lower taxes and fewer services 

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q24.
Overall, do you have a favorable or an unfavorable impression of the plans and policies for California that Governor Schwarzenegger (SH-WARTS-IN-EGG-ER) presented in his recent “state of the state” speech?

1
favorable 

2
unfavorable

3
[VOL] haven’t heard about the speech

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q25.
Do you think that Governor Schwarzenegger and the state legislature will be able to work together and accomplish a lot in the next year, or not? 

1
yes, will be able to work together  

2
no, will not be able to work together

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q25a.
Do you approve or disapprove of the governor’s plan to spend $222 billion dollars over 10 years on infrastructure projects including surface transportation, education facilities, air quality, water and flood control, jails and prisons, and courts? 

1
approve 

2
disapprove

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

25b.
Do you approve or disapprove of raising the minimum wage in California from $6.75 an hour to $7.75 an hour by July 2007? 

1
approve 

2
disapprove

8
[VOL] don’t know

9 VOL] refuse

Q26.
Recently, Governor Schwarzenegger (SH-WARTS-IN-EGG-ER) proposed a budget plan for the next fiscal year that includes increased spending on K to 12 public education, health and human services, higher education, corrections and prisons, and transportation. The plan includes no new taxes. In general, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the Governor’s budget plan?

1
satisfied

2
dissatisfied 

3
[VOL] haven’t heard anything about the budget

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

The state will have somewhat more revenue this year than was expected.  Do you favor or oppose the following proposals for how to use this year’s additional money in next year’s budget, which begins on July 1, 2006?

[ROTATE QUESTIONS 27 TO 27b]

Q27.
Do you favor or oppose using some of this additional money to reduce the amount of state debt? 

1
favor 

2
oppose

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q27a.
Do you favor or oppose using some of this additional money to increase K through 12 public education funding?

1
favor 

2
oppose

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q27b.
Do you favor or oppose using some of this additional money to rollback tuition fee increases by increasing funding for public colleges and universities?

1
favor 

2
oppose

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q28.
Next, you may know the term “infrastructure” refers to a variety of public works projects. Which of the following do you think should have the top priority for additional state funding — [rotate] surface transportation, education facilities, water systems and flood control, jails and prisons, or courts?

1
surface transportation 

2
education facilities

3
water systems and flood control
4 jails and prisons

5 courts

6
[VOL] other [SPECIFY] 

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q29.
Which of the following types of surface transportation projects do you think should have the top priority for additional state funding—[rotate] freeways and highways, public bus and transit systems, carpool lanes, [or]  local streets and roads?

1
freeways and highways 

2
public bus and transit systems

3
carpool lanes

4
local streets and roads

5
[VOL] other [SPECIFY]
8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

[ROTATE QUESTIONS 30 AND 31]

Q30.
If an election were held today, would you vote yes or no on a state bond of about  $10 billion dollars for infrastructure projects such as education facilities, surface transportation, and water facilities to be paid through the state’s general fund with no new taxes?

1
yes 

2
no

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q31.
If an election were held today would you vote yes or no on a state bond of about $25 billion dollars for infrastructure projects such as education facilities, surface transportation, and water facilities to be paid through the state’s general funds with no new taxes? 

1
yes 

2
no

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q32.
How would you most prefer that the state government increase the level of current funding for roads and other infrastructure projects [ROTATE] (1) increase taxes for all Californians; (2) increase user fees and charges; (3) issue state bonds paid for through the state’s general fund [OR] (4) use only surplus budget funds?

1
increase taxes

2
increase user fees

3
issue state bonds 

4
use only surplus budget funds
5
[VOL] should not increase current level of funding
6
[VOL] other [SPECIFY]
8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q33.
The local sales tax that is collected by local governments is one of the major funding sources for local transportation projects, and state law requires that it must be approved by two-thirds of the voters in a local election.  What if there was a state measure that would change the two-thirds majority to a 55 percent majority for passing local sales tax for transportation projects. Would you vote yes or no? 

1
yes

2
no

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q34.
Changing topics, overall, do you approve or disapprove of the way that George W. Bush is handling his job as president of the United States?

1
approve

2
disapprove

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

[ROTATE QUESTIONS 35 AND 36]

Q35.
Do you approve or disapprove of the way that President Bush is handling terrorism and homeland security issues?

1
approve

2
disapprove

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q36.
Overall, do you approve or disapprove of the way that President Bush is handling the situation in Iraq?

1
approve

2
disapprove

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q37.
In general, how would you say things are going for the U.S. in Iraq—very well, somewhat well, not too well, or not at all well?

1
very well

2 somewhat well

3 not too well

4 not at all well

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q38.
All in all, do you think it was worth going to war in Iraq, or not?

1 yes, worth it

2 no, not worth it

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q39.
What concerns you more about the government’s anti-terrorism policies [ROTATE] [1] that they have not gone far enough to protect the country [OR] [2] that they have gone too far in restricting the average person’s civil liberties?

1
not gone far enough

2
gone too far

3
[VOL] neither

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q40.
In order to curb terrorism in this country, do you think it is necessary to give up some civil liberties, or not?

1
yes, it is necessary

2
no, it is not necessary

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q41.
On another topic, would you favor or oppose a program that would allow illegal immigrants who have jobs in the United States to live and work legally in the United States for a fixed period of time if they registered with the government as temporary guest workers so the U.S. government could keep track of them?

1
favor

2
oppose

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q42.
Recently, citizen volunteers known as “minutemen” have been patrolling some borders to keep out illegal immigrants.  Should citizen volunteers be allowed to patrol the borders, or should patrolling the borders be left to government law enforcement?

1
allowed

2
left to government

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q43.
Next, how big a problem is poverty in our society today? Is it a big problem, somewhat of a problem, a small problem, or not a problem at all?

1 big problem

2 somewhat of a problem

3 small problem

4 not a problem at all

8 don’t know

9 refuse

Q43a.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: It is the responsibility of government to take care of people who can’t take care of themselves.  Do you completely agree, mostly agree, mostly disagree, or completely disagree with this statement? 

1
completely agree

2
mostly agree

3
mostly disagree

4
completely disagree

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q44.
Please indicate which statement comes closest to your own view, even if neither is exactly right. [rotate] (1) poor people have it easy because they can get government benefits without doing anything in return; or (2) poor people have hard lives because government benefits don’t go far enough to help them live decently. 

1
poor people have it easy
2
poor people have hard lives
3
[VOL] neither

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q44a.
In terms of the amount of money we as a country are spending on assistance to poor people in our society, do you think we are spending too much, too little, or about the right amount?

1 too much

2 too little

3 right amount

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q45.
On another topic, how confident are you that the federal government could handle an outbreak of “bird flu” or “avian flu” in this country—very confident, somewhat confident, not too confident, or not at all confident?

1
very confident

2
somewhat confident

3
not too confident

4
not at all confident

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q46.
Are you worried that you or someone in your family will be the victim of the bird flu virus, or not?

1
yes, worried



2
no, not worried

3
[VOL] neither

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse


Q47.
Next, some people are registered to vote and others are not. Are you absolutely certain that you are registered to vote?  

1
yes [ASK Q48a]

2
no [SKIP TO Q50]

8
[VOL] don’t know [SKIP TO Q50]

9
[VOL] refuse [SKIP TO Q50]

Q48a.
Are you registered as a Democrat, a Republican, another party, or as an independent? [INTERVIEWER: IF RESPONDENT SAYS THEY ARE REGISTERED AS “Decline to State” OR “Non-partisan” ENTER PUNCH <4> independent]

[IF RESPONDENT REFUSES, SAY “We understand and respect that this information is confidential, we ask only for research purposes and will keep all of this information absolutely anonymous”]

1
Democrat 

2
Republican 

3
another party [SPECIFY] 

4
independent 

8
[VOL] don’t know 

9
[VOL] refuse 

Q49a.
Do you think of yourself as closer to the Republican Party or Democratic Party?

1
Republican party 


2
Democratic party 


3
[VOL] neither 


8
[VOL] don’t know 


9
[VOL] refuse


[GOTO Q50]

Q49b.
Would you call yourself a strong Democrat or not a very strong Democrat?

1
strong 

2
not very strong 

8
[VOL] don’t know 

9
[VOL] refuse 

[GOTO Q50]

Q49c.
Would you call yourself a strong Republican or not a very strong Republican?

1
strong

2
not very strong

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q50.
Next, would you consider yourself to be politically:


[READ LIST, ROTATE ORDER TOP TO BOTTOM]

1
very liberal

2
somewhat liberal

3
middle-of-the-road

4
somewhat conservative

5
very conservative

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q51.
Generally speaking, how much interest would you say you have in politics—a great deal, a fair amount, only a little, or none?

1
great deal

2
fair amount

3
only a little

4
none

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q52.
How often would you say you vote—always, nearly always, part of the time, seldom, or never? 

1
always

2
nearly always

3
part of the time

4
seldom

5
never

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

IF RESPONDENT REFUSES ANY D1 TO D10, SAY: “We understand and respect that this information is confidential, we ask only for research purposes and will keep all of this information absolutely anonymous”]

D1. 
Finally, we have a few demographic questions. What is your age? 

RECORD AGE (code 18-98)—GO TO D2



99 Refuse—ASK D1a.

D1a.
[IF REFUSE ON D1] Could you please tell me if you are between the ages of [READ LIST]

1
18 to 24


2
25 to 34

3
35 to 44

4
45 to 54 

5
55 to 64 

6
65 or older

9
[VOL] refuse

D2.
Do you own or rent your current residence?

1
own 

2
rent 

3
[VOL] neither 

9
[VOL] don’t know/refuse 

D3.
And how long have you lived at your current address? [IF UNDER 1 YEAR, CODE < 0 >] [PROBE: your best estimate is fine]

RECORD NUMBER OF YEARS (code 0-97)—GO TO D4



98 don’t know—ASK D3a



99 refuse—ASK D3a

D3a.
[IF REFUSE ON D3] Could you please tell me if you have lived at your current address for fewer than five years, five years to under 10 years, 10 years to under 20 years, or 20 years or more? 

1
fewer than five years

2
five years to under 10 years

3
10 years to under 20 years

4
20 years or more

5
[VOL] all my life

9
[VOL] refuse

D4.
Are you a parent, stepparent, or legal guardian of any children 18 or under?

1 
yes [ASK D4a]

2
no [SKIP TO D5]

9 
[VOL] don’t know/refuse [SKIP TO D5]

D4a.
Do they attend public schools or private schools?

1
public schools

2
private schools 

3
both public and private schools 

4
[VOL] not old enough to attend school 

5
[VOL] other [SPECIFY]

9
[VOL] refuse

D5.
What is your current work status—full-time employed, part-time employed, or not employed? 

1 full-time employed 


[ASK D6]

2 part-time employed


[ASK D6]

3 not employed



[ASK D5a]

4 [VOL] disabled/on disability

[ASK D6]

9 
[VOL] don’t know/refuse 

[ASK D6]

D5a.
Are you a student, homemaker, retired, unemployed and looking for work, or unemployed and not currently looking for work?

1
not employed, student 

2
not employed, homemaker 

3
not employed, retired 

4
not employed, looking for work 

5
not employed, not looking for work 

6
[VOL] disabled; on disability 

9
[VOL] don’t know/refuse 

D6.
What was the last grade of school that you completed? 

[IF NECESSARY: READ LIST; ENTER "ASSOCIATES DEGREE" AS PUNCH <3> SOME COLLEGE]

1
some high school or less

2
high school graduate/GED

3
some college

4
college graduate

5
post graduate

6
[VOL] trade school

9
[VOL] refuse

D7.
How would you describe your race and ethnicity? 

[READ LIST; ACCEPT UP TO TWO ANSWERS]

[INTERVIEWER: IF RESPONDENT SAYS "INDIAN" PROBE: is that American

Indian or Asian Indian?]

1
Asian

2
Black or African American

3
Hispanic or Latino

4
Caucasian or White And Non-Hispanic

5
[VOL] Other [SPECIFY]

9
[VOL] refuse

D8.
Were you born in the United States? 

1 
yes 



[SKIP TO D9]

2
no 



[ASK D8a]

9 
[VOL] don’t know/refuse 
[ASK D8a]

D8a. 
Are you a U.S. citizen or not?

1
yes, U.S. citizen

2
no, not a U.S. citizen

9
[VOL] refuse

D9.
Finally, which of the following categories best describes your total annual household income before taxes, from all sources? 

[PROBE: your best estimate is fine AND/OR REREAD LIST BEFORE ACCEPTING DON'T KNOW OR REFUSED"]

[IF RESPONDENT REFUSES, SAY “We understand and respect that this information is confidential, we ask only for research purposes and will keep all of this information absolutely anonymous”]
1
Under $20,000

2
$20,000 to under $40,000

3
$40,000 to under $60,000

4
$60,000 to under $80,000

5
$80,000 to under $100,000



6
$100,000 to under $200,000

7
$200,000 or more

9
[VOL] don’t know/refuse

D10.
Would you be willing to talk about these questions with a reporter from a news organization in your region for a story about this survey?

1
yes [RECORD RESPONDENT’S FIRST NAME] 

2
no

9
[VOL] refuse
county 

language 
INTERVIEWER: RECORD LANGUAGE INTERVIEW WAS CONDUCTED

1
English

2
Spanish

gender  
INTERVIEWER RECORD GENDER BY OBSERVATION

1
Male

2
Female

weight
Final Weight
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