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Q01.
First, thinking about the state as a whole, what do you think is the most important issue facing people in California today?
[CODE RESPONSE; DO NOT READ LIST; SINGLE RECORD]

01
abortion

02
crime; gangs; drugs

03
economy

04
education; schools, teachers

05
electricity costs, energy supply, energy crisis

06
environment; pollution

07
gasoline prices, oil prices
08
gay rights, gay marriages

09
government reform

10
government regulations 

11
guns; gun control

12
health care; health insurance, health costs; prescription drug costs

13
homelessness

14
housing costs; housing availability, subprime housing crisis
15
immigration

16
illegal immigration

17
infrastructure

18
jobs; unemployment

19
moral and family values

20
pension system reforms

21
political contributions, campaign finance

22
political redistricting, reapportionment

23
population growth; too much development; sprawl

24
poverty; the poor

25
race relations; racial and ethnic issues

26
state budget, deficit, state spending

27
taxes

28
terrorism; security issues

29
traffic; transportation

30
water; water quality; water availability

31
welfare

32
women's rights

97
other [SPECIFY]

98
[VOL] don’t know

99
[VOL] refuse

Q02.
Do you think things in California are generally going in the right direction or the wrong direction?

1
right direction

2
wrong direction

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q03.
Turning to economic conditions in California, do you think that during the next 12 months we will have good times financially or bad times?

1
good times

2
bad times 

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q03a.
Would you say that California is in an economic recession or not? (if yes: Do you think it is in a serious, a moderate, or a mild recession?)

1
yes, serious recession

2
yes, moderate recession

3
yes, mild recession 

4
no

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q04.
Next, some people are registered to vote and others are not. Are you absolutely certain that you are registered to vote in California?  

1
yes
[ASK Q05a]

2
no 
[SKIP TO Q06b]

8
[VOL] don’t know
 [SKIP TO Q06b]

9
[VOL] refuse 
[SKIP TO Q06b]

Q04a.
Are you registered as a Democrat, a Republican, another party, or as an independent? (INTERVIEWER: IF RESPONDENT SAYS THEY ARE REGISTERED AS “Decline to State” or “Non-Partisan” ENTER PUNCH <4> Independent)

[IF RESPONDENT REFUSES, SAY “We understand and respect that this information is confidential, we ask only for nonpartisan research purposes and will keep all of this information absolutely anonymous”]

1
registered, Democrat 
[ASK Q05]
2
registered, Republican 
[SKIP TO Q05a]
3
registered, another party [SPECIFY] 
[SKIP TO Q06]
4
registered, independent 
[SKIP TO Q05b]
5
registered, don’t know party
[SKIP TO Q05b]
6
not registered
[SKIP TO Q05b]

8
[VOL] don’t know

[SKIP TO Q05b]

9
[VOL] refuse

[SKIP TO Q05b]

Q05.
Would you call yourself a strong Democrat or not a very strong Democrat?

1
strong 

2
not very strong 

8
[VOL] don’t know 

9
[VOL] refuse 

[SKIP TO Q06]

Q05a.
Would you call yourself a strong Republican or not a very strong Republican?

1
strong

2
not very strong

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

[SKIP TO Q06]

Q05b.
Do you think of yourself as closer to the Republican Party or Democratic Party?

1
Republican Party 

2
Democratic Party 

3
[VOL] neither 

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse


Q06.
If the November 4th presidential election were being held today, would you vote for [ROTATE NAMES] [1] the Democratic ticket of Barack Obama and Joe Biden, [OR] [2] the Republican ticket of John McCain and Sarah Palin?

1
Barack Obama and Joe Biden
2
John McCain and Sarah Palin

3
[VOL] someone else [SPECIFY]

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q07.
In general, would you say you are satisfied or not satisfied with your choices of candidates in the election for U.S. President on November 4th?  

1
satisfied

2
not satisfied

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q08.
Which one issue would you most like to hear the presidential candidates talk about between now and the November 4th election? 

[CODE RESPONSE; DO NOT READ LIST; SINGLE RECORD]

01
abortion

02
crime; gangs

03
drugs

04
economy

05
education; schools, teachers

06
energy supply, energy crisis, electricity costs,

07
environment; pollution

08
federal budget, deficit spending

09
foreign policy in general

10
gasoline prices, oil prices

11
gay rights, gay marriages

12
government reform

13
government regulations

14 
guns; gun control

15
health care; health costs; HMO reform, prescription drug costs

16
homelessness

17
housing costs; housing availability, sub-prime housing crisis

18
immigration

19
illegal immigration

20
Iran

21
Iraq situation; war in Iraq 

22
jobs; unemployment

23
Medicare

24
moral and family values

25
population growth; too much development; sprawl

26
poverty; the poor

27
race relations; racial and ethnic issues

28 
Social Security

29
taxes

30
terrorism; security issues

31
traffic; transportation

32
water; water quality; water availability

33
welfare

34
women's rights

97
other [SPECIFY]

98
[VOL] don’t know

99
[VOL] refuse

Q9.
How closely are you following news about candidates for the 2008 presidential election—very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all closely?

1
very closely

2
fairly closely

3
not too closely 

4
not at all closely

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse
Changing topics,
[ROTATE 3 BLOCKS OF QUESTIONS RANDOMLY: (1) 10, 11; (2) 12, 13; (3) 14, 15, 16]

Q10.
Proposition 4 is called the “Waiting Period and Parental Notification Before Termination of Minor’s Pregnancy Initiative Constitutional Amendment.”  It changes the California Constitution, prohibiting abortion for unemancipated minors until 48 hours after physician notifies minor’s parent, legal guardian, or in limited cases, substitute adult relative.  It provides an exception for medical emergency or parental waiver.  Fiscal impact is potential unknown net state costs of several million dollars annually for health and social services programs, court administration, and state health agency administration combined.  If the election were held today, would you vote yes or no on Proposition 4?

1
yes 


2
no

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q11.
How important to you is the outcome of the vote on Proposition 4—is it very important, somewhat important, not too important, or not at all important?

1
very important 


2
somewhat important

3
not too important

4
not at all important

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q12.
Proposition 8 is called the “Eliminates Right of Same-Sex Couples to Marry Initiative Constitutional Amendment.”  It changes the California Constitution to eliminate the right of same-sex couples to marry.  It provides that only marriage between a man and a woman is valid or recognized in California.  Fiscal impact over the next few years includes potential revenue loss, mainly sales taxes, totaling in the several tens of millions of dollars, to state and local governments.  In the long run, it will likely have little fiscal impact on state and local governments.  If the election were held today, would you vote yes or no on Proposition 8?

1
yes 


2
no

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q13.
How important to you is the outcome of the vote on Proposition 8—is it very important, somewhat important, not too important, or not at all important?

1
very important 


2
somewhat important

3
not too important

4
not at all important

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q14.
Proposition 11 is called the “Redistricting Initiative Constitutional Amendment and Statute.”  It changes authority for establishing state office boundaries from elected representatives to a commission.  It establishes a multilevel process to select commissioners from the registered voter pool.  The Commission will be comprised of Democrats, Republicans, and representatives of neither party.  Fiscal impact is potential increase in state redistricting costs once every ten years due to two entities performing redistricting.  Any increase in costs probably would not be significant.  If the election were held today, would you vote yes or no on Proposition 11?

1
yes 

2
no

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q15.
Do you think the way the governor and legislature go about the redistricting process in California is in need of major changes, minor changes, or is it fine the way it is? 

1
major changes

2
minor changes

3
fine the way it is

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q16.
If voting districts were redrawn by an independent commission of citizens, do you think California would generally have state legislators who more effectively represent their districts than legislators do today, or not?

1
yes, would represent more effectively


2
no, would not represent more effectively

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q17.
Next, overall, do you approve or disapprove of the way that Arnold Schwarzenegger (SH-WARTS-IN-EGG-ER) is handling his job as governor of California?

1
approve

2
disapprove

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse 

Q18.
Overall, do you approve or disapprove of the way that the California legislature is handling its job?  

1
approve

2
disapprove

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q19.
On another topic, do you think the state budget situation in California—that is, the balance between government spending and revenues—is a big problem, somewhat of a problem, or not a problem for the people of California today?

1
big problem 

2
somewhat of a problem 

3
not a problem 

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q20.
As you may know, the state government has an annual budget of around $100 billion dollars and currently faces a multibillion dollar gap between spending and revenues.  How would you prefer to deal with the state's budget gap—mostly through spending cuts, mostly through tax increases, through a mix of spending cuts and tax increases, or do you think that it is okay for the state to borrow money and run a budget deficit?

1
mostly through spending cuts 

2
mostly through tax increases

3
through a mix of spending cuts and tax increases

4
okay to borrow money and run a budget deficit

5
[VOL] other [SPECIFY]

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q21.
Overall, do you think the state budget process in California, in terms of both revenues and spending, is in need of major changes, minor changes, or do you think it is fine the way it is? 

1
major changes

2
minor changes

3
fine the way it is

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q22.
Changing topics, how much of the time do you think you can trust the government in Sacramento to do what is right—just about always, most of the time, or only some of the time? 

1
just about always 

2
most of the time

3
only some of the time

4
[VOL] none of the time

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q23.
Would you say the state government is pretty much run by a few big interests looking out for themselves, or that it is run for the benefit of all of the people?


1
a few big interests

2
benefit of all of the people

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q24.
Do you think the people in state government waste a lot of the money we pay in taxes, waste some of it, or don’t waste very much of it?

1
a lot

2
some

3
don’t waste very much

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q25.
Changing topics, overall, do you approve or disapprove of the way that George W. Bush is handling his job as president of the United States?

1
approve

2
disapprove

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q26.
Overall, do you approve or disapprove of the way the U.S. Congress is handling its job?

1
approve

2
disapprove

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q27.
Do you think things in the United States are generally going in the right direction or the wrong direction?

1
right direction

2
wrong direction

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q28.
Turning to economic conditions, do you think that during the next 12 months the United States will have good times financially or bad times?

1
good times

2
bad times

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q29.DELETED

Q30. DELETED

Q31.
DELETED

Q32.
Changing topics, in general, how would you say things are going for the U.S. in Iraq—very well, somewhat well, not too well, or not at all well?

1
very well

2
somewhat well

3
not too well

4
not at all well

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q33.
Do you think the U.S. should keep military troops in Iraq until the situation has stabilized, or do you think the U.S. should bring its troops home as soon as possible?

1
keep in Iraq until stabilized

2
bring home as soon as possible

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q34.
Do you think the war in Iraq has or has not contributed to the long-term security of the United States?

IF CONTRIBUTED: is that a great deal or some?

1
contributed a great deal

2
contributed some

3
[VOL] contributed, don’t know how much

4
has not contributed

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q35.
How much of a problem is terrorism and homeland security in California today?  Is it a big problem, somewhat of a problem or not much of a problem?

1
big problem 

2
somewhat of a problem

3
not much of a problem

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q36.
On another topic, please indicate which statement comes closest to your own view —even if neither is exactly right. [ROTATE] [1] Immigrants today are a benefit to California because of their hard work and job skills [OR] [2] Immigrants today are a burden to California because they use public services. 

1
immigrants are a benefit to California

2
immigrants are a burden to California

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q37.
If you had to choose, what do you think should happen to most illegal immigrants who have lived and worked in the United States for at least two years [ROTATE] [1] they should be given a chance to keep their jobs and eventually apply for legal status [OR] [2] they should be deported back to their native country?

1
chance to keep jobs

2
deported

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

[ROTATE Q38-Q41]

For each of the following issues, please indicate which statement comes closest to your own view, even if neither is exactly right. 

Q38.
[ROTATE] (1) The government goes too far in restricting the rights of citizens to own guns; [OR] (2) the government does not do enough to regulate access to guns. 

1
government goes too far 

2
government does not do enough

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q39.
[ROTATE] Government regulation of business is necessary to protect the public interest; [OR] government regulation of business does more harm than good. 

1
government regulation is necessary

2
government regulation does more harm than good

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q40.
[ROTATE] (1) The government should pass more laws that restrict the availability of abortion; [OR] (2) the government should not interfere with a woman’s access to abortion. 

1
government should pass more laws 

2
government should not interfere with access

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q41.
[ROTATE] (1) Poor people have it easy because they can get government benefits without doing anything in return; [OR] (2) poor people have hard lives because government benefits don’t go far enough to help them live decently.  

1
poor people have it easy 

2
poor people have hard lives 

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q42.
Next, do you favor or oppose allowing gay and lesbian couples to be legally married? 

1
favor 

2
oppose 

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q43.
Which would you prefer [ROTATE] [1] the current health insurance system in the United States, in which most people get their health insurance from private employers, but some people have no insurance; [OR] [2] a universal health insurance program, in which everyone is covered under a program like Medicare that is run by the government and financed by taxpayers?

1
current system 

2
universal health insurance system 

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q44.
Would you be willing to pay more—either in higher health insurance premiums or higher taxes—in order to increase the number of Americans who have health insurance, or not? 

1
yes, willing to pay more 

2
no, not willing to pay more

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q45.
Next, would you consider yourself to be politically:


[READ LIST, ROTATE ORDER TOP TO BOTTOM]

1
very liberal

2
somewhat liberal

3
middle-of-the-road

4
somewhat conservative

5
very conservative

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q46.
Generally speaking, how much interest would you say you have in politics—a great deal, a fair amount, only a little, or none?

1
great deal

2
fair amount

3
only a little

4
none

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse
Q47.
How often would you say you vote—always, nearly always, part of the time, seldom, or never? 

1
always

2
nearly always

3
part of the time

4
seldom

5
never

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q48.
Do you plan to vote in the presidential election on November 4th?
1
yes


2
no


8
[VOL] don’t know


9
[VOL] refuse


[IF RESPONDENT REFUSES ANY D1 TO D10, SAY: “We understand and respect that this information is confidential, we ask only for research purposes and will keep all of this information absolutely anonymous”]

D1. 
Finally, we have a few demographic questions. What is your age? 

RECORD AGE (code 18-98)—GO TO D2



99 Refuse—ASK D1a.

D1a.
[IF REFUSE ON D1] Could you please tell me if you are between the ages of [READ LIST]

1
18 to 24


2
25 to 34

3
35 to 44

4
45 to 54 

5
55 to 64 

6
65 or older

9
[VOL] refuse

D2.
Do you own or rent your current residence?

1
own 

2
rent 

3
[VOL] neither 

9
[VOL] don’t know/refuse 

D3.
And how long have you lived at your current address? [IF UNDER 1 YEAR, CODE < 0 >] [PROBE: your best estimate is fine]

RECORD NUMBER OF YEARS (code 0-97)—SKIP TO D4


98 don’t know—ASK D3a



99 refuse—ASK D3a

D3a.
[IF REFUSE ON D3] Could you please tell me if you have lived at your current address for fewer than five years, five years to under 10 years, 10 years to under 20 years, or 20 years or more? 

1
fewer than five years

2
five years to under 10 years

3
10 years to under 20 years

4
20 years or more

5
[VOL] all my life

9
[VOL] refuse

D4. 
Are you a parent, stepparent, or legal guardian of any children 18 or under?
1
yes
[ASK D4a]

2
no
[SKIP TO D5]

9
[VOL] don’t know/refuse
[SKIP TO D5]

D4a.
Do they attend public schools or private schools?

1
have kids, public schools
[ASK D4b]
2
have kids, private schools 
[ASK D4b]
3
have kids, both public and private schools 
[ASK D4b]
4
[VOL] have kids, not old enough to attend schools 
[ASK D4b]
5
[VOL] have kids, other schools [SPECIFY]
[ASK D4b]
6
do not have kids
[SKIP TO D5]
9
[VOL] don’t know/refuse
[SKIP TO D5]
D5.
What is your current work status—full-time employed, part-time employed, or not employed? 

1
full-time employed 
[SKIP TO D6]

2
part-time employed
[SKIP TO D6]

3
not employed
[ASK D5a]

4
[VOL] disabled/on disability
[SKIP TO D6]

9
[VOL] don’t know/refuse 
[SKIP TO D6]

D5a.
Are you a student, homemaker, retired, unemployed and looking for work, or unemployed and not currently looking for work?

1
not employed, student 

2
not employed, homemaker 

3
not employed, retired 

4
not employed, looking for work 

5
not employed, not looking for work 

6
[VOL] disabled; on disability

9
[VOL] don’t know/refuse 

D6. On another topic, are you, yourself, now covered by any form of health insurance or health plan? 

[READ IF NECESSARY: A health plan includes any private insurance plan through your employer or a plan that you purchased yourself, as well as a government program like Medicare or Medi-CAL?]

1
yes 
[ASK D6a]

2
no
[SKIP TO D7]

9
[VOL] don’t know/refused
[SKIP TO D7]

D6a.
Which type of health insurance do you now have? Is it a plan through your or your spouse’s employer, a plan you purchased yourself, are you covered by Medicare or Medi-CAL, some other government program, or do you get your health insurance from somewhere else?

[INTERVIEWER: If respondent says from their or their spouse’s PREVIOUS employer, enter punch <1> private plan through your or your spouses’ employer.] 

[INTERVIEWER: If respondent gives 2 or more types of health insurance, enter punch <6> somewhere else [SPECIFY] and enter each type clearly, then probe  “Which of these provides the greatest amount of health insurance?” and indicate which is #1 based on what the respondent says.]

1
private plan through your or your spouse’s employer

2
plan purchased yourself

3
Medicare

4
Medi-cal

5
some other government program

6
somewhere else [SPECIFY]

9
[VOL] don’t know/refused

D7.
What was the last grade of school that you completed? 

[IF NECESSARY: READ LIST; ENTER "ASSOCIATES DEGREE" AS PUNCH <3> SOME COLLEGE]

1
some high school or less

2
high school graduate/GED

3
some college

4
college graduate

5
post graduate

6
[VOL] trade school

9
[VOL] refuse

D7a.
Are you married, divorced, separated, widowed, or never been married?

1
married

2
divorced

3
separated

4
widowed

5
never married

6
[VOL] living with partner

D8.
How would you describe your race and ethnicity? 

[READ LIST; ACCEPT UP TO TWO ANSWERS]

[INTERVIEWER: IF RESPONDENT SAYS "INDIAN" PROBE: is that American

Indian or Asian Indian?]

1
Asian 
[SKIP TO D9]

2
black or African American 
[SKIP TO D9]

3
Hispanic or Latino 
[ASK D8a]

4
Caucasian or white and non-Hispanic 
[SKIP TO D9]

5
[VOL] other [SPECIFY] 
[SKIP TO D9]

9
[VOL] refuse 
[SKIP TO D9]

D8a.
I would like to ask you about you and your family’s heritage.  Are you Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Dominican, Salvadoran, Guatemalan or are you and your ancestors from another country?  

1
Mexican 

2
Puerto Rican

3
Cuban

4
Dominican 

5
Salvadoran

6
Guatemala

7
other [SPECIFY]

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

D8b.
What language do you usually speak at home—only Spanish, more Spanish than English, more English than Spanish, or only English? 

1
only Spanish

2
more Spanish than English

3
more English than Spanish

4
only English

5
[VOL] both languages equally

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

D9.
Were you born in the United States? 

1 
yes 
[ASK D9a]
2
no 
[SKIP TO D9b]
9 
[VOL] don’t know/refuse 
[ASK D19a]
D9a.
Were either of your parents born outside the United States?


[IF YES, ASK: Was that your mother, your father, or both?]

1
yes, only mother

2
yes, only father

3
yes, both 

4
no

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

[DELAYED SKIP: IF D9=1, SKIP TO 10]

D9b. 
Are you a U.S. citizen or not?

1
yes, U.S. citizen

2
no, not a U.S. citizen

9
[VOL] refuse

D10.
What is your religious preference—is it Protestant, Catholic, Jewish, some other religion, or no religion?

IF SOME OTHER RELIGION, ASK: Which one would that be?

1
Protestant [INCLUDE: Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist, Presbyterian, Episcopalian, Pentecostal, Church of Christ, etc.; if ANY question punch <97> and specify]
2
Catholic

3
Jewish

4
no religion (includes: not a believer, not religious, atheist, agnostic)

5
Buddhism

6
Christian; just Christian

7
Hinduism

8
Islam (Muslim)

9
Jehovah's Witness

10
Latter Day Saints, LDS, Mormon

11
Native American

12
Non-denominational

13
Orthodox Christian (e.g., Greek/Russian/Serbian/etc.)

97
some other religion [SPECIFY]

99
[VOL] don't know/refused

IF D11 = 1, 2, 6, 9, 10, 12, 13, 97, 99 ASK D11a, ELSE SKIP TO D12
D10a.
Would you describe yourself as a “born again” or evangelical Christian, or not?

1
yes, would

2
no, would not

9
[VOL] don’t know/refused

D11.
Finally, which of the following categories best describes your total annual household income before taxes, from all sources? 

[PROBE: your best estimate is fine AND/OR REREAD LIST BEFORE ACCEPTING DON'T KNOW OR REFUSED"]

[IF RESPONDENT REFUSES, SAY “We understand and respect that this information is confidential, we ask only for research purposes and will keep all of this information absolutely anonymous”]
1
Under $20,000

2
$20,000 to under $40,000

3
$40,000 to under $60,000

4
$60,000 to under $80,000

5
$80,000 to under $100,000

6
$100,000 to under $200,000

7
$200,000 or more

9
[VOL] don’t know/refuse

[ASK D12 OF EVERY 2nd RESPONDENT:]

D12.
Would you be willing to talk about these questions with a reporter from a news organization in your region for a story about this survey? 
1
yes [RECORD RESPONDENT’S FIRST NAME] 

2
no

9
[VOL] refuse

county 

language 
INTERVIEWER: RECORD LANGUAGE INTERVIEW WAS CONDUCTED

0
English

1
Spanish

gender  
INTERVIEWER RECORD GENDER BY OBSERVATION

1
Male

2
Female

weight
Final Weight
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