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Wade Crowfoot is deputy cabinet secretary and senior advisor to Governor Brown. He focuses on transportation, 
infrastructure, military, and veterans issues. He chairs the California Drought Task Force and recently led efforts to 
expand zero-emission vehicles in California and build partnerships with China and other countries to fight climate 
change. Before he joined the Brown administration in 2011, he was regional director for the Environmental 
Defense Fund. In that role, he helped lead 40 western regional staff and worked with leaders throughout California 
to implement key climate, water, and ocean policies. Previously, as senior environmental advisor to San Francisco 
mayor Gavin Newsom, he developed energy, transportation, and waste policies and managed the mayor’s state 
and federal environmental agendas. He has also worked in public opinion research and urban economic 
development. He holds a master’s in public policy from the London School of Economics and a bachelor’s degree 
from the University of Wisconsin–Madison.  

Laurel Firestone cofounded and codirects the Community Water Center (CWC). Previously, she was director of 
the Rural Poverty Water Project at the Center on Race, Poverty and the Environment in Delano, California, under a 
2004–06 Equal Justice Works Fellowship. She served on the Tulare County Water Commission from 2007 to 2012 
and co-chaired the Governor’s Drinking Water Stakeholder Group. In 2009, she authored the comprehensive 
Guide to Community Drinking Water Advocacy. She was awarded the Gary Bellow Public Service Award by the 
Harvard Law School in 2013, and she and her co–executive director, Susana De Anda, received the Carla Bard 
Advocacy Award from Public Officials for Water and Environmental Reform (POWER in 2010. She holds a JD from 
Harvard Law School and a BA from Brown University, where she majored in in environmental studies. 

Ellen Hanak is director of the PPIC Water Policy Center and a senior fellow at the Public Policy Institute of 
California. Under her leadership, the center has become a critical source of information and guidance for natural 
resource management in California. She has authored dozens of reports, articles, and books on water policy, 
including Managing California’s Water. Her research is frequently profiled in the national media, and she 
participates in briefings, conferences, and interviews throughout the nation and around the world. Her other areas 
of expertise include climate change and infrastructure finance. Previously, she served as research director at PPIC. 
Before joining PPIC, she held positions with the French agricultural research system, the President’s Council of 
Economic Advisers, and the World Bank. She holds a PhD in economics from the University of Maryland. 

Kevin Hunting is chief deputy director of the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. He was appointed in 
2010 under then-governor Schwarzenegger and reappointed by Governor Brown. He oversees departmental 
operations and assists the director with issue resolution and policy development. He leads the department’s 
efforts to meet California’s renewable energy goals while also focusing on wildlife, and ecosystem conservation. 
With more than 25 years of experience, he is a state leader in conservation policy, fish and wildlife climate change 
adaptation policy, and the management of complex wildlife and natural resource issues. He has also worked in 
private industry as an environmental consultant and in the nonprofit sector as an executive director. He holds a 
BS with a major in wildlife biology from Humboldt State University. 

Jeffrey Mount is a senior fellow at the PPIC Water Policy Center. He is an emeritus professor at UC Davis in the 
Department of Earth and Planetary Sciences and founding director of the Center for Watershed Sciences. A 
geomorphologist who specializes in the study of rivers, streams, and wetlands, his research focuses on integrated 
water resource management, flood management, and improving aquatic ecosystem health. He has served on 
many state and federal boards and commissions that address water resource management issues in the West. He 
has published more than a hundred articles, books, and other publications, including the seminal book California 
Rivers and Streams (UC Press). He holds a PhD and MS in earth sciences from the University of California, Santa Cruz. 
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