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Appendix A. Data and Methods 
Our quantitative analyses use student-level longitudinal data from the California Community Colleges 
Chancellor’s Office Management Information System (MIS). The dataset includes students enrolled across the 
115 community colleges that comprise the California Community College system, and includes demographic 
information, transcripts (grades and credits earned), and course elements (levels below transfer-level, credit status, 
transfer status, and minimum/maximum number of credits). Our analysis of transfer outcomes also relies on data 
reported by CSU, UC, and the National Student Clearinghouse. 

For our transfer-level math completion analysis, we focus on students enrolled from fall 2015 to fall 2024. For 
this analysis, we construct fall cohorts of students based on the first time a student takes a math course.  

For our longer-term analysis, we restrict our sample to first-time students entering the community college system 
in the fall terms between 2015 and 2022 who were ever enrolled in a math course and declared a degree or 
transfer goal. Cohorts are defined by the initial term in which a student enrolled in a credit course as a non-
special-admit student. We count a student as transferring if they enrolled in a four-year university after having 
earned at least 12 units as a non-special admit student anywhere in the system. A student is considered to have 
'left the system' if they are not enrolled in the academic year following their second, third, or fourth year marks. It 
is possible that some students re-enrolled at a later term. In each time frame, we are comparing the same number 
of years pre and post AB 705. Specifically:2-year outcomes: 2015-2016 vs 2019-2022 

3-year outcomes: 2016-2018 vs 2019-2021 

4-year outcomes: 2017-2018 vs. 2019-2020 

We have information available through spring 2025. 

Caveats and Limitations of this Study 
 The accuracy of our results relies on the accuracy with which colleges report their information to the 

Chancellor’s Office. While we used various approaches to identify colleges with inconsistent data, it is 
possible that we missed colleges where the data discrepancies were not stark. 

 The MIS database does not include data on placement, so we are unable to identify students who were 
referred to developmental education or to transfer-level courses, with or without co-requisite support. 

 We similarly do not have information on students’ high school performance measures (i.e., course taking 
history, course grades, or GPA). As a result, our analysis focuses exclusively on course-taking behavior 
once students reach community college. 

 Longer-term outcomes among more recent cohorts are inevitably impacted by the effects of the pandemic. 
As such, any progress we identify in degree and transfer attainment may be a lower-bound estimate of the 
actual effects of AB 705. 
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Appendix B. Additional Figures and Tables 

FIGURE B1 (A) 
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FIGURE B2 

 

TABLE B1 

 

https://www.ppic.org/


PPIC.ORG Technical Appendix Has Universal Access to Transfer-Level Courses Changed Student Outcomes at California Community Colleges? 5 

TABLE B2 

 

FIGURE B3 

 

https://www.ppic.org/


PPIC.ORG Technical Appendix Has Universal Access to Transfer-Level Courses Changed Student Outcomes at California Community Colleges? 6 

TABLE B3 

 

https://www.ppic.org/


PPIC.ORG Technical Appendix Has Universal Access to Transfer-Level Courses Changed Student Outcomes at California Community Colleges? 7 

 

https://www.ppic.org/


PPIC.ORG Technical Appendix Has Universal Access to Transfer-Level Courses Changed Student Outcomes at California Community Colleges? 8 

 

https://www.ppic.org/


PPIC.ORG Technical Appendix Has Universal Access to Transfer-Level Courses Changed Student Outcomes at California Community Colleges? 9 

FIGURE B4 
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FIGURE B6 
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FIGURE B8 
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FIGURE B10 
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FIGURE B12 
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FIGURE B13 
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