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First, I would like to ask you some questions about where you live.

Q1.
Which of the following best describes the city or community where you live— is it a large city, a suburb of a large city, a small city, a town, or a rural area?


IF LARGE CITY: would that be in the central part of the city?


IF SUBURB: would that be an older suburb or a newer suburb?

1
large city, central part 

2
large city, other part 

3
suburb, older

4
suburb, newer 

5
small city

6
town

7
rural area

8
[VOL] don’t know

9 [VOL] refuse 

Q2.
Overall, how would you rate your city or community as a place to live? Would you say it is excellent, good, fair, or poor?

1
excellent

2
good

3
fair

4
poor

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse 

Q3.
In the past five years, do you think the population of your city or community has been growing rapidly, growing slowly, staying about the same, or declining?

1
growing rapidly

2
growing slowly



3
staying about the same



4
declining

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse 

Q4.
Overall, in the past five years, would you say the quality of life in your city or community has gotten better or gotten worse or has it stayed about the same? 

1
better

2
worse

3
same

8
[VOL] don’t know

9 [VOL] refuse

Q5.
Next, we are interested in your opinions about the broader geographic area you live in— the Central Valley— which is the inland area of California stretching from Bakersfield to Redding.  What do you think is the most important issue facing the Central Valley today?  [CODE DON’T READ]

01
air pollution

02
crime; gangs

03
drugs

04
economy

05
education; schools

06
electricity costs/Energy crisis

07
environment; pollution

08
flooding; levees

09
gasoline prices

10
government regulations

11
health care; health costs; HMO reform

12
housing costs; housing availability

13
immigration; illegal immigration

14
infrastructure

15
jobs; unemployment

16
population growth; too much development; sprawl

17
poverty; the poor

18
race relations; racial and ethnic issues

19
state budget; deficit

20
taxes

21
traffic; transportation

22
water; water quality; water availability

97
other [SPECIFY]

98
[VOL] don’t know

99
[VOL] refuse

Q6.
Do you think that things in the Central Valley are generally going in the right direction or the wrong direction?

1
right direction

2
wrong direction

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q7.
In general, how would you rate the economy in the Central Valley? Would you say it is excellent, good, fair, or poor?

1
excellent

2
good

3
fair

4
poor

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q8.
And in the future, do you think that the Central Valley will be a better place to live than it is now, or a worse place to live than it is now, or that there will be no change?

1
better place

2
worse place

3
no change

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Now I’d like to ask how you would rate some of the public services in your local area. For each one, please tell me if you think they are excellent, good, fair, or poor. 

[ROTATE Q9 TO Q12]

Q9.
How about local parks and other public recreational facilities?  

1
excellent

2
good

3
fair

4
poor

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse 

Q10.
How about local streets and roads? 

1
excellent

2
good

3
fair

4
poor

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse 

Q11.
How about local police protection? 

1
excellent

2
good

3
fair

4
poor

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse 

Q12.
How about local public schools? 

1
excellent

2
good

3
fair

4
poor

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse 

Q13.
Overall, do you think your local government does or does not have adequate funding for public services, such as libraries, police, parks, roads, and schools?

1
does have adequate funding

2
does not have adequate funding

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

[ROTATE QUESTIONS 14 AND 15]

Q14.
Overall, how would you rate the performance of your city government in solving problems in your local area— excellent, good, fair, or poor?  

1
excellent

2
good

3
fair

4
poor

5
[VOL] not a city 

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse 

Q15.
Overall, how would you rate the performance of county government in solving problems in your county— excellent, good, fair, or poor?

1
excellent

2
good

3
fair

4
poor

8
[VOL] don’t know

9 [VOL] refuse

I am now going to read you a list of problems other people have told us about. For each one, please tell me if you think this is a big problem, somewhat of a problem, or not a problem in your part of the Central Valley. 

[ROTATE Q16 TO Q21]

Q16.
How about the loss of farms and agricultural lands?

1
big problem

2
somewhat of a problem

3
not a problem

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q17.
How about air pollution?

1
big problem

2
somewhat of a problem

3
not a problem

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse 

Q18.
How about population growth and development?

1
big problem

2
somewhat of a problem

3
not a problem

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q19.
How about traffic congestion on freeways and major roads?

1
big problem

2
somewhat of a problem

3
not a problem

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q20.
How about the lack of opportunities for well-paying jobs?

1
big problem

2
somewhat of a problem

3
not a problem

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q21.
How about the availability of affordable housing?

1
big problem

2
somewhat of a problem

3
not a problem

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Next, I am going to read what some people say are causes of problems in the Central Valley.  For each one, tell me if you think it is a major cause or a minor cause of problems in your part of the Central Valley.

[ROTATE Q22 TO Q24]

Q22.
What about too much growth in the wrong places? (Is this a major cause or a minor cause of problems in your part of the Central Valley?)
1
major cause of problems
2
minor cause of problems
3
[VOL] not a cause of problems

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q23.
What about government spending money on the wrong things(Is this a major cause or a minor cause of problems in your part of the Central Valley?)

1
major cause of problems

2
minor cause of problems

3
[VOL] not a cause of problems

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q24.
What about a lack of effective regional planning?  (Is this a major cause or a minor cause of problems in your part of the Central Valley?)

1
major cause of problems

2
minor cause of problems

3
[VOL] not a cause of problems

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q25.
And, which level of government do you think should be most responsible for growth and development policy in your part of the Central Valley? [READ LIST ROTATE TOP TO BOTTOM]

1
federal government

2
state government

3
county government

4
city government

5
[VOL] other [SPECIFY]

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q26.
Which of the following statements is closer to your view [ROTATE] (1) city and county governments in your region should get together and agree on land use and growth policy; [OR] (2) each city and county government in your region should decide land use and growth policy on its own?

1
city and county governments should get together

2
city and county governments should decide on their own

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

There are many different ideas about how to prepare for the future and the changes that are expected to take place in your part of the Central Valley. For the next set of questions, please tell me which of the following statements comes closest to your views. [ROTATE Q27 AND Q28]

Q27. [ROTATE] (Which of the following comes closest to your views?)  [1] we should mainly focus on building new housing in already-developed areas to conserve land and preserve open space; [OR] [2] we should mainly focus on building new housing in undeveloped areas to provide more suburban-style communities.  

1
already developed areas

2
undeveloped areas

3
[VOL] other answer [SPECIFY]

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q28.
 [ROTATE] (Which of the following comes closest to your views?) [1] we should mainly focus on building new housing near existing jobs in order to reduce the traffic from lengthy commutes; [OR] [2] we should mainly focus on building new housing in outer areas where the land is less expensive in order to provide the most affordable housing. 

1
near existing jobs

2
in outer areas

3
[VOL] other answer [SPECIFY]

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q29.
Next, you may know the term “infrastructure” refers to a variety of public works projects. Which of the following do you think should have the top priority for additional public funding in the Central Valley— [rotate] surface transportation, education facilities, or water systems and flood control?

1
surface transportation 

2
education facilities

3
water systems and flood control

4
[VOL] other [SPECIFY] 

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q30.
If an election were held today, would you vote yes or no on state bonds of about $37 billion dollars for infrastructure projects such as education facilities, surface transportation, water systems and flood control, and affordable housing to be paid through the state’s general fund with no new taxes?

1
yes 

2
no

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q31.
Which of the following types of surface transportation projects do you think should have top priority for additional public funding in the Central Valley—[rotate] freeways and highways, public bus and transit systems, carpool lanes, [or]  local streets and roads?

1
freeways and highways 

2
public bus and transit systems

3
carpool lanes

4
local streets and roads

5
[VOL] other [SPECIFY]

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q32.
What if there was a measure on your county ballot to increase the local sales tax for local transportation projects by one-half cent? Would you vote yes or no?

1
yes 

2
no

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q33.
On another topic, how much of a problem is air pollution in the Central Valley today—is it a big problem, somewhat of a problem, or not a problem?

1
big problem

2
somewhat of a problem

3
not a problem

8
[VOL] don't know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q34.
Overall, how serious a health threat is air pollution in the Central Valley to you and your immediate family – do you think it is a very serious, somewhat serious, or not too serious a health threat?

1
very serious

2
somewhat serious

3
not too serious

8
[VOL] don't know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q35.
Do you or does anyone in your immediate family suffer from asthma or other respiratory problems?


If yes: would that be you or someone in your family?

1
yes, respondent

2
yes, someone in immediate family

3
yes, both

4
no

8
[VOL] don't know

9
[VOL] refuse

Next, I am going to list some policies that some people have proposed. For each one, please tell me if you favor or oppose taking such action. [ROTATE Q36 TO Q39]

Q36.
How about restricting urban development on farms and agricultural lands, even if this means there will be less housing available?

1
favor

2
oppose

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q37.
How about protecting the wetlands and rivers, and other environmentally-sensitive areas, even if this means there will be less commercial and recreational development?

1
favor
2
oppose
8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q38.
How about restricting the development of housing on land that has a significant risk of flooding, even if this means there will be less housing available?

1
favor

2
oppose

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q39.
How about creating more marine reserves off the California coast, even if this means that some ocean areas will be off-limits to commercial and recreational fishing?

1
favor

2
oppose

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Now I would like you to rate the preschools in your city or community today. For each of the following, please tell me if would rate it as excellent, good, not so good, or poor. 

First, how about,

[ROTATE Q40 TO Q42]

Q40.
The availability of preschool in your city or community?
1
excellent
2
good 

3
not so good

4
poor
8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q41.
The affordability of preschool in your city or community?

1
excellent

2
good

3
not so good

4
poor

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse 

Q42.
The quality of preschool in your city or community?

1
excellent

2
good 

3
not so good

4
poor

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q43.
How concerned are you that children in lower-income areas may not be able to go to preschool—very concerned, somewhat concerned, not to concerned, not at all concerned?

1
very concerned

2
somewhat concerned

3
not too concerned

4
not at all concerned

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q44.
Next, how closely do you follow news about your local government—very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all closely?

1
very closely

2
fairly closely

3
not too closely

4
not at all closely

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q45.
And, how closely do you follow news about issues facing the Central Valley—very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all closely?

1
very closely

2
fairly closely

3
not too closely

4
not at all closely

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q46.
And do you get most of your information on what’s going on in the Central Valley today from newspapers, television, radio, magazines, talking to people, or the Internet?

1
newspapers

2
television

3
radio

4
magazines

5
talking to people

6
Internet

7
[VOL] other [SPECIFY]

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q47.
Do you yourself ever use a computer at home, at work, or at school? 

IF YES: Do you use a computer often or only sometimes?

1
yes, often 
[ASK Q48]

2
yes, sometimes 
[ASK Q48]

3
no 
[SKIP TO Q49]

8
[VOL] don’t know 
[SKIP TO Q49]


9
[VOL] refuse 
[SKIP TO Q49]

Q48.
Do you ever go on line to access the Internet or worldwide web or send or receive email?  

IF YES: Do you do this often or only sometimes?

1
yes, often

2
yes, sometimes

3
no

8
[VOL] don’t know




9
[VOL] refuse

Q49.
Do you have any type of personal computer, including laptops, in your home? These do not include game machines. 

IF YES: Do you use your home computer often, only sometimes, or never?

1
yes, often

2
yes, sometimes

3
yes, never use

4
no, does NOT have any computers at home

8
[VOL] don’t know




9
[VOL] refuse

Q50.
On another topic, as far as your own situation, would you say that you and your family are financially better off, worse off, or just about the same as you were a year ago?

1
better off 

2
worse off 

3
about the same

8
[VOL] don’t know




9
[VOL] refuse

Q51.
Do you think that a year from now you and your family will be financially better off or worse off or just about the same as now?

1
better off 

2
worse off 

3
about the same

8
[VOL] don’t know




9
[VOL] refuse

Q52.
Next, generally speaking, how much interest would you say you have in politics—a great deal, a fair amount, only a little, or none?

1
great deal

2
fair amount

3
only a little

4
none

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q53a.
Some people are registered to vote and others are not. Are you absolutely certain that you are registered to vote?  

1
yes 
[ASK Q54a]

2
no 
[SKIP TO Q55a]

8
[VOL] don’t know
[SKIP TO Q55a]

9
[VOL] refuse 
[SKIP TO Q55a]

Q54a.Are you registered as a Democrat, a Republican, another party, or as an independent? (INTERVIEWER: IF RESPONDENT SAYS THEY ARE REGISTERED AS “Decline to State” or "Non-partisan" ENTER PUNCH <4> Independent)

[IF RESPONDENT REFUSES, SAY “We understand and respect that this information is confidential, we ask only for nonpartisan research purposes and will keep all of this information absolutely anonymous”]

1
registered, Democrat 
[SKIP TO Q56]
2
registered, Republican 
[SKIP TO Q56]
3 
registered, another party [SPECIFY] 
[SKIP TO Q56]
4
registered, independent 
[ASK Q55a]
5
registered, don’t know party 
[ASK Q55a]
6
not registered 
[ASK Q55a]
8
[VOL] don’t know 
[ASK Q55a]
9
[VOL] refuse 
[ASK Q55a]
Q55a.
Do you think of yourself as closer to the Republican Party or Democratic Party?

1
Republican party 

2
Democratic party

3
[VOL] neither 

8
[VOL] don’t know 

9
[VOL] refuse

Q56.
On another topic, would you consider yourself to be politically?

[ROTATE ORDER OF IDEOLOGY SPECTRUM, ROTATE TOP TO BOTTOM]

1
very liberal

2
somewhat liberal

3
middle-of-the-road

4
somewhat conservative

5
very conservative

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q57.
How often would you say you vote—always, nearly always, part of the time, seldom, or never?

1
always

2
nearly always

3
part of the time

4
seldom

5
never

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

[IF RESPONDENT REFUSES ANY D1 TO D11, SAY: “We understand and respect that this information is confidential, we ask only for research purposes and will keep all of this information absolutely anonymous”]

D1.
Finally, we have a few demographic questions. What is your age? 

RECORD AGE (code 18-98)—GO TO D2



99 Refuse—ASK D1a.

D1a.
[IF REFUSE ON D1] Could you please tell me if you are between the ages of [READ LIST]

1
18 to 24


2
25 to 34

3
35 to 44

4
45 to 54 

5
55 to 64 

6
65 or older

9
[VOL] refuse

D2.
Do you own or rent your current residence?

1
own 

2
rent 

3
[VOL] neither 

9
[VOL] don’t know/refuse 

D3.
And how long have you lived at your current address? [IF UNDER 1 YEAR, CODE < 0 >] [IF NECESSARY PROBE: your best estimate is fine]

RECORD NUMBER OF YEARS (code 0-97)—GO TO D4



98 don’t know—ASK D3a



99 refuse—ASK D3a

D3a.
[IF REFUSE ON D3] Could you please tell me if you have lived at your current address for fewer than five years, five years to under 10 years, 10 years to under 20 years, or 20 years or more? 

1
fewer than five years

2
five years to under 10 years

3
10 years to under 20 years

4
20 years or more

5
[VOL] all my life

9
[VOL] refuse

D4.
Are there any children 18 or under currently living in your household? 

1 
yes 
[ASK D4a]

2
no 
[SKIP TO D5]

9 
[VOL] don’t know/refuse 
[SKIP TO D5]

D4a.
Do they attend public schools or private schools?

1 
have children, public schools
   [ASK D4b]
2
have children, private schools
[ASK D4b]
3
have children, both public and private schools
[ASK D4b]  

4
have children, but not old enough to attend school
[ASK D4b]  

5
have children, other 
[ASK D4b] 

6 
no children under 18
[SKIP TO D5]
9 
[VOL] don’t know/refuse
[ASK D4b]
D4b.
Are there any children 5 or under currently living in your household? 
1
yes 

2
no 

9
[VOL] don’t know/refuse

D5.
What is your current work status—full-time employed, part-time employed, or not employed? 

1
full-time employed
[SKIP TO D6]

2
part-time employed
[SKIP TO D6]

3
not employed
[ASK D5a]

4
[VOL] disabled/on disability
[SKIP TO D6]

9 
[VOL] don’t know/refuse 
[SKIP TO D6]

D5a.
Are you a student, homemaker, retired, unemployed and looking for work, or unemployed and not currently looking for work?

1
not employed, student 

2
not employed, homemaker 

3
not employed, retired 

4
not employed, looking for work 

5
not employed, not looking for work 

6
[VOL] disabled; on disability

9
[VOL] don’t know/refuse 

D5b.
How do you usually commute to work— drive alone, carpool, public bus or transit, or some other means?

1
drive alone
[ASK D5c]
2
carpool
[ASK D5c]
3
public bus or transit
[ASK D5c]
4
some other means [SPECIFY]
[ASK D5c]
5
[VOL] work at home 
[SKIP TO D6]

9
[VOL] refuse 
[SKIP TO D6]

D5c.
Overall, how satisfied are you with your commute to work? Are you very satisfied, somewhat satisfied, somewhat dissatisfied, or very dissatisfied?

1
very satisfied

2
somewhat satisfied

3 somewhat dissatisfied

4 very dissatisfied

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

D6.
What was the last grade of school that you completed? 

[IF NECESSARY: READ LIST; ENTER "ASSOCIATES DEGREE" AS PUNCH <3> SOME COLLEGE]

1
some high school or less

2
high school graduate/GED

3
some college

4
college graduate

5
post graduate

6
[VOL] trade school

9
[VOL] refuse

D7.
How would you describe your race and ethnicity? 

[READ LIST; ACCEPT UP TO TWO ANSWERS]

[INTERVIEWER: IF RESPONDENT SAYS "INDIAN" PROBE: is that American

Indian or Asian Indian?]

1
Asian

2
Black or African American

3
Hispanic or Latino

4
Caucasian or White And Non-Hispanic

5
[VOL] other [SPECIFY]

9
[VOL] refuse

D8.
Were you born in the United States? 

1 
yes 
[SKIP TO D9]

2
no 
[ASK D8a]

9 
[VOL] don’t know/refuse 
[ASK D8a]

D8a.
Are you a U.S. citizen or not?

1
yes, U.S. citizen

2
no, not a U.S. citizen

9
[VOL] refuse

D9.
How long have you lived in the Central Valley region? [READ LIST]

1
fewer than five years 



2
five years to under 10 years

3
10 years to 20 years

4
more than 20 years

5
[VOL] all of my life

9

refuse

D10.
Finally, which of the following categories best describes your total annual household income before taxes, from all sources? [PROBE: your best estimate is fine AND/OR REREAD LIST BEFORE ACCEPTING DON'T KNOW OR REFUSED"]

[IF RESPONDENT REFUSES, SAY “We understand and respect that this information is confidential, we ask only for nonpartisan research purposes and will keep all of this information absolutely anonymous”]

1
Under $20,000

2
$20,000 to under $40,000

3
$40,000 to under $60,000

4
$60,000 to under $80,000

5
$80,000 to under $100,000

6
$100,000 to under $200,000



7
$200,000 or more

[VOL] don’t know/refuse

D11.
Would you be willing to talk about these questions with a reporter from a news organization in the Central Valley for a story about this survey?

1
yes [RECORD RESPONDENT’S FIRST NAME]

2
no

9
[VOL] refuse

county 

language 
INTERVIEWER: RECORD LANGUAGE INTERVIEW WAS CONDUCTED
1
English

2
Spanish

gender  
INTERVIEWER RECORD GENDER BY OBSERVATION
1
Male
2
Female
weight
Final Weight
PAGE  
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