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id

Q01.
First, which one issue facing California today do you think is the most important for the governor and state legislature to work on in 2008?
[CODE RESPONSE; DO NOT READ LIST; SINGLE RECORD]

01
abortion

02
crime; gangs; drugs

03
economy

04
education; schools, teachers

05
electricity costs, energy supply, energy crisis

06
environment; pollution

07
gasoline prices, oil prices
08
gay rights, gay marriages

09
government reform

10
government regulations 

11
guns; gun control

12
health care; health insurance, health costs; prescription drug costs

13
homelessness

14
housing costs; housing availability, subprime housing crisis
15
immigration

16
illegal immigration

17
infrastructure

18
jobs; unemployment

19
moral and family values

20
pension system reforms

21
political contributions, campaign finance

22
political redistricting, reapportionment

23
population growth; too much development; sprawl

24
poverty; the poor

25
race relations; racial and ethnic issues

26
state budget, deficit, state spending

27
taxes

28
terrorism; security issues

29
traffic; transportation

30
water; water quality; water availability

31
welfare

32
women's rights

97
other [SPECIFY]

98
[VOL] don’t know

99
[VOL] refuse

Q02.
Do you think things in California are generally going in the right direction or the wrong direction?

1
right direction

2
wrong direction

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q03.
Turning to economic conditions in California, do you think that during the next 12 months we will have good times financially or bad times?

1
good times

2
bad times 

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q04.
Next, some people are registered to vote and others are not. Are you absolutely certain that you are registered to vote in California?  

1
yes
[ASK Q04a]

2
no 
[SKIP TO Q05e]

8
[VOL] don’t know
 [SKIP TO Q05e]

9
[VOL] refuse 
[SKIP TO Q05e]

Q04a.
Are you registered as a Democrat, a Republican, another party, or as an independent? (INTERVIEWER: IF RESPONDENT SAYS THEY ARE REGISTERED AS “Decline to State” or “Non-Partisan” ENTER PUNCH <4> Independent)

[IF RESPONDENT REFUSES, SAY “We understand and respect that this information is confidential, we ask only for nonpartisan research purposes and will keep all of this information absolutely anonymous”]

1
registered, Democrat 
[ASK Q05]

2
registered, Republican
[SKIP TO Q05a]

3
registered, other

[SKIP TO Q08]

4
registered, independent
[SKIP TO Q05e]

5
registered, don’t know party 
[SKIP TO Q05e]

6
not registerd

[SKIP TO Q05e]

8
[VOL] don’t know

[SKIP TO Q05e]

9
[VOL] refused

[SKIP TO Q05e]

Q05. 
Would you call yourself a strong Democrat or not a very strong Democrat?

1
strong 

2
not very strong 

8
[VOL] don’t know 

9
[VOL] refuse 

[SKIP TO Q06]

Q5a.
Would you call yourself a strong Republican or not a very strong Republican?

1
strong

2
not very strong

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

[SKIP TO Q07]

Q05b.
[DELETED]
Q05c.
[DELETED]
Q05d.
[DELETED]
Q05e.
Do you think of yourself as closer to the Republican Party or Democratic Party?

1
Republican Party 

2
Democratic Party 

3
[VOL] neither 

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse


[DELAYED SKIP: IF Q04a=5, 6, 8, or 9, SKIP TO Q09]

Q05f.
California voters like yourself will be able to choose between voting in the Democratic primary, or selecting a nonpartisan ballot on February 5th.  Both ballots include state proposition measures.  Do you plan to vote in the Democratic presidential primary, or on the nonpartisan ballot? 

[INTERVIEWER NOTE: AT THIS POINT THE REPUBLICAN PARTY DOES NOT ALLOW INDEPENDENTS TO VOTE IN THE REPUBLICAN PRIMARY.  BOTH BALLOTS INCLUDE STATE PROPOSITION MEASURES; ALL INDEPENDENTS MUST CHOOSE ONE OF THE TWO BALLOTS.] 

1
Democratic primary
[ASK Q06]

2
nonpartisan ballot 
[SKIP TO Q08]

3
[VOL] not planning to vote 
[SKIP TO Q08]

8
[VOL] don’t know      
[SKIP TO Q08]

9
[VOL] refuse
[SKIP TO Q08]

Q06.
If the Democratic primary for president were being held today, and these were the candidates, who would you vote for?  [ROTATE NAMES AND THEN ASK “OR SOMEONE ELSE”]  [ACCEPT ANSWER WHEN GIVEN]

01
Hillary Clinton

02
Barack Obama 

03
John Edwards

04
Dennis Kucinich 

05
Mike Gravel 

06
or someone else [SPECIFY]

07
[VOL] Al Gore 

08
[VOL] Joe Biden 

09
[VOL] Chris Dodd

10
[VOL] Bill Richardson

98
[VOL] don’t know

99
[VOL] refuse

[SKIP TO Q08]

Q07.
If the Republican primary for president were being held today, and these were the candidates, who would you vote for?  [ROTATE NAMES AND THEN ASK “OR SOMEONE ELSE”]  [ACCEPT ANSWER WHEN GIVEN]  

01
Rudy Giuliani
02
John McCain

03
Mitt Romney

04
Mike Huckabee

05
Duncan Hunter

06
Ron Paul

07
Fred Thompson

08
or someone else [SPECIFY]

09
[VOL] Newt Gingrich

10
[VOL] Jim Gilmore

11
[VOL] Tom Tancredo
12
[VOL] Tommy Thompson

98
[VOL] don’t know

99
[VOL] refuse

Q08.
In general, would you say you are satisfied or not satisfied with your choices of candidates in the presidential primary?  

1
satisfied

2
not satisfied

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q09.
Earlier this year the governor and legislature decided to move the 2008 presidential primary from June to February.  Do you think this move was a good idea or a bad idea?

1
good idea

2
bad idea

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q10. How important a role do you think the California primary is playing in selecting the presidential candidates for the 2008 election—very important, somewhat important, not too important, or not at all important?  
1
very important
2
somewhat important
3
not too important

4
not at all important

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q11.
How closely are you following news about candidates for the 2008 presidential election—very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all closely?

1
very closely

2
fairly closely

3
not too closely 

4
not at all closely

8
[VOL] don’t know

Q12.
Next, Proposition 93 is called the “Limits on Legislators’ Terms in Office Initiative Constitutional Amendment.”  It reduces permissible state legislative service to 12 years.  It allows 12 years’ service in one house.  Current legislators can serve 12 years in current house, regardless of prior legislative service.  There would be no direct fiscal effect on state or local governments.  If the election were held today would you vote yes or no on Proposition 93?

1
yes 
2
no

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

The proposed “Limits on Legislators’ Terms in Office Initiative Constitutional Amendment” would alter current term limits in a number of ways.  For each of the following please tell me if you think this provision is a good idea or a bad idea.

[ROTATE QUESTIONS 13 TO 15]

Q13.
How about reducing the total amount of time a person may serve in the state legislature from 14 years to 12 years? (Is this a good idea or a bad idea?) 

1
good idea

2
bad idea

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse
Q14.
How about allowing a person to serve a total of 12 years either in the Assembly, the Senate, or a combination of both? (Is this a good idea or a bad idea?) 

1
good idea

2
bad idea

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse
Q15.
How about providing a transition period to allow current members to serve a total of 12 consecutive years in the house in which they are currently serving, regardless of any prior service in another house? (Is this a good idea or a bad idea?) 

1
good idea

2
bad idea

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse
Q16.
Legislative term limits now allow members of the state assembly to serve up to three two-year terms and members of the state senate to serve up to two four-year terms.  Do you think the current term limits give state legislators too little, too much, or the right amount of time in office?

1
too little 
2
too much

3
right amount

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q17.
On another topic, overall, do you approve or disapprove of the way that Arnold Schwarzenegger is handling his job as governor of California?

1
approve

2
disapprove

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse 

Q18.
Overall, do you approve or disapprove of the way that Governor Schwarzenegger is handling the issue of the state budget and taxes? 

1
approve

2
disapprove

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse 

Q19.
Next, overall, do you approve or disapprove of the way that the California legislature is handling its job?  

1
approve

2
disapprove

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse
Q20.
Overall, do you approve or disapprove of the way that the California legislature is handling the issue of the state budget and taxes?

1
approve

2
disapprove

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q21. On another topic, do you think the state budget situation in California—that is, the balance between government spending and revenues—is a big problem, somewhat of a problem, or not a problem for the people of California today?

1
big problem 

2
somewhat of a problem 

3
not a problem 

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q22.
As you may know, the state government has an annual budget of around $100 billion dollars and currently faces a multibillion dollar gap between spending and revenues.  To address this gap, the governor recently declared a fiscal emergency and submitted a proposal to the state legislature to address this emergency.  If after 45 days the legislature has not passed a bill to address this emergency, it is prohibited from acting on other bills.  Do you think it was a good idea or a bad idea for the governor to declare a fiscal emergency?

1
good idea

2
bad idea

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse
Q23.
How would you prefer to deal with the state's budget gap—mostly through spending cuts; mostly through tax increases, through a mix of spending cuts and tax increases, or do you think that it is okay for the state to borrow money and run a budget deficit?
1
mostly through spending cuts 

2
mostly through tax increases

3
through a mix of spending cuts and tax increases

4
okay to borrow money and run a budget deficit

5 
[VOL] other [SPECIFY]
8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q24.
In general, do you think the state government could spend less and still provide the same level of services?
1
yes, could spend less
[ASK Q24a]

2
no, could not spend less
[SKIP TO Q25]

8
[VOL] don’t know
[SKIP TO Q25]

9
[VOL] refuse
[SKIP TO Q25]

Q24a.
How much could the state government cut its spending without reducing services? [READ LIST]

1
under 10 percent 

2
10 percent to under 20 percent

3
20 percent to under 30 percent

4
30 percent or more 

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q25.
And, in general, which of the following statements do you agree with more—I’d rather pay higher taxes and have a state government that provides more services, or I’d rather pay lower taxes and have a state government that provides fewer services?

1
higher taxes and more services


2
lower taxes and fewer services 

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q26.
When it comes to the tough choices involved in the state budget, both in deciding how much Californians should pay in taxes and how to fund state programs, whose approach do you most prefer—[ROTATE] (1) Governor Schwarzenegger’s, (2) the Democrats’ in the legislature, or (3) the Republicans’ in the legislature?

1
Governor Schwarzenegger’s 

2
Democrats’

3
Republicans’

4
[VOL] other answer [SPECIFY] 

5
[VOL] none

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q27.
Changing topics, overall, do you have a favorable or an unfavorable impression of the plans and policies for California that Governor Schwarzenegger presented in his recent State of the State speech?

1
favorable

2
unfavorable

3
[VOL] haven’t heard about the speech

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q28.
In his speech, the governor proposed a constitutional amendment that would limit the amount of money that state spending could increase each year, would require the state to place money into reserve in years of budget surplus, and would give the state the authority to make budget adjustments throughout the year.  Do you think this constitutional amendment is a good idea or a bad idea?
1
good idea

2
bad idea

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q29.
Do you think that Governor Schwarzenegger and the state legislature will be able to work together and accomplish a lot in the next year, or not? 

1
yes, will be able to work together  

2
no, will not be able to work together

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q30.
Recently, Governor Schwarzenegger proposed a budget plan for the next fiscal year that includes spending cuts across all state agencies, including K-to-12 public education, higher education, health and human services, prisons and corrections, and state parks.  The plan includes no new taxes.  In general, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the governor’s budget plan?

1
satisfied

2
dissatisfied 

3
[VOL] haven’t heard anything about the budget

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q31.
Overall, how concerned are you about the effects of the spending reductions in the governor's budget plan—very concerned, somewhat concerned, not too concerned, or not at all concerned?

1
very concerned

2
somewhat concerned

3
not too concerned

4
not at all concerned

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q32.
Do you think that tax increases should be included in the governor’s budget plan?

1
yes

2
no

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

[ROTATE QUESTIONS 33 TO 35]

Q33.
Do you favor or oppose the governor’s plan for the early release of about 22,000 nonviolent prisoners as a way of reducing state spending on prisons and corrections? 

1
favor
2
oppose
8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q34.
Do you favor or oppose the governor’s plan for about $40 billion dollars in new state bonds for water and education facilities, high speed rail, and other infrastructure projects?

1
favor

2
oppose

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q35.Do you favor or oppose the governor’s plan to suspend minimum spending requirements for K-to-12 public education?

1
favor

2
oppose 

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q36.
Some of the largest areas for state spending are: [ROTATE] [1] K-to-12 public education, [2] higher education, [3] health and human services, [AND] [4] prisons and corrections.  Thinking about these four areas of state spending, I’d like you to name the one you most want to protect from spending cuts. 

1
K-12 public education

2
higher education

3
health and human services

4
prisons and corrections

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

[ROTATE QUESTIONS 37 TO 39]

Q37.
What if the state said it needed more money just to maintain current funding for K-to-12 public education.  Would you be willing to pay higher taxes for this purpose?

1
yes

2
no

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q38.
What if the state said it needed more money just to maintain current funding for public colleges and universities.  Would you be willing to pay higher taxes for this purpose?
1
yes

2
no

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q39.
What if the state said it needed more money just to maintain current funding for health and human services?  Would you be willing to pay higher taxes for this purpose?

1
yes

2
no

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Tax and fee increases could be used to help reduce the state’s large gap between spending and revenue.  For each of the following, please say if you favor or oppose the proposal.

[ROTATE QUESTIONS 40 TO 42]

Q40.
How about raising the top rate of the state income tax paid by the wealthiest Californians?  (Do you favor or oppose this proposal?)

1
favor

2
oppose

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q41.
How about raising the state portion of the sales tax?  (Do you favor or oppose this proposal?)

1
favor

2
oppose

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q42.
How about increasing the annual vehicle license fee that was reduced a few years ago?  (Do you favor or oppose this proposal?)
1
favor

2
oppose

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse
Spending and tax reforms have been proposed to address the structural issues in the state budget.  For each of the following, please say whether you think the proposal is a good idea or a bad idea.

[ROTATE QUESTIONS 43 TO 46]

Q43.
How about strictly limiting the amount of money that state spending could increase each year?  (Is this a good idea or a bad idea?)

1
good idea 

2
bad idea 

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q44.
How about extending the state sales tax to services that are not currently taxed, such as legal and accounting services, auto repairs, and haircuts?  (Is this a good idea or a bad idea?)
1
good idea 

2
bad idea 

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q45.
How about taxing all goods sold over the Internet?  (Is this a good idea or a bad idea?)

1
good idea 

2
bad idea 

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q46.
How about leasing the California State Lottery to a private company?  (Is this a good idea or a bad idea?)

1
good idea 

2
bad idea 

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q47.
On another topic, a proposition that may appear on the November 2008 ballot would ask voters about a plan requiring all Californians to have health insurance, with costs shared by employers, hospitals, individuals, and government.  The plan would be financed through a tax on cigarettes, an employer fee based on annual payroll, a hospital fee, and government funding.  Would you favor or oppose this plan?

1
favor 

2
oppose 

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q48.
Next, would you consider yourself to be politically:


[READ LIST, ROTATE ORDER TOP TO BOTTOM]

1
very liberal

2
somewhat liberal

3
middle-of-the-road

4
somewhat conservative

5
very conservative

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q49.
Generally speaking, how much interest would you say you have in politics—a great deal, a fair amount, only a little, or none?

1
great deal

2
fair amount

3
only a little

4
none

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q50.
How often would you say you vote—always, nearly always, part of the time, seldom, or never? 

1
always

2
nearly always

3
part of the time

4
seldom

5
never

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

Q51.
And do you plan to vote in the presidential primary election on February 5th?

1
yes
[ASK Q51a]
2
no
[SKIP TO D1]
8
[VOL] don’t know
[SKIP TO D1]
9
[VOL] refuse
[SKIP TO D1]
Q51a.
Do you plan to vote at your local polling place, by mail ballot, or have you already voted?  [INTERVIEWER: IF RESPONDENT SAYS THEY ALREADY VOTED BY MAIL/ABSENTEE BALLOT, CODE AS PUNCH <3> already voted]
1
local polling place

2
mail ballot

3
already voted

8
[VOL] don’t know

9
[VOL] refuse

[IF RESPONDENT REFUSES ANY D1 TO D11, SAY: “We understand and respect that this information is confidential, we ask only for research purposes and will keep all of this information absolutely anonymous”]

D1. 
Finally, we have a few demographic questions. What is your age? 

RECORD AGE (code 18-98)
[SKIP TO D2]

99 Refuse
[ASK D1a]
D1a.
[IF REFUSE ON D1]  Could you please tell me if you are between the ages of [READ LIST]

1
18 to 24


2
25 to 34

3
35 to 44

4
45 to 54 

5
55 to 64 

6
65 or older

9
[VOL] refuse

D2.
Do you own or rent your current residence?

1
own 

2
rent 

3
[VOL] neither 

9
[VOL] don’t know/refuse 

D3.
And how long have you lived at your current address? [IF UNDER 1 YEAR, CODE < 0 >] [PROBE: your best estimate is fine]

RECORD NUMBER OF YEARS (code 0-97)
[SKIP TO D4]
98 don’t know
[ASK D3a]
99 refuse
[ASK D3a]
D3a.
[IF REFUSE ON D3]  Could you please tell me if you have lived at your current address for fewer than five years, five years to under 10 years, 10 years to under 20 years, or 20 years or more? 

1
fewer than five years

2
five years to under 10 years

3
10 years to under 20 years

4
20 years or more

5
[VOL] all my life

9
[VOL] refuse

D4. 
Are you a parent, stepparent, or legal guardian of any children 18 or under?

1
yes
2
no 
9
[VOL] don’t know/refuse
D4a. [DELETED]


D5. 
What is your current work status—full-time employed, part-time employed, or not employed? 

1
full-time employed 
2
part-time employed
3
not employed
4
[VOL] disabled/on disability
9
[VOL] don’t know/refuse 
D5a.
 [DELETED]
D6.
What was the last grade of school that you completed?

[IF NECESSARY: READ LIST; ENTER "ASSOCIATES DEGREE" AS PUNCH <3> SOME COLLEGE]

1
some high school or less

2
high school graduate/GED

3
some college

4
college graduate

5
post graduate

6
[VOL] trade school

9
[VOL] refuse

D7.  [DELETED]
D8.
How would you describe your race and ethnicity? 
[READ LIST; ACCEPT UP TO TWO ANSWERS]

[INTERVIEWER: IF RESPONDENT SAYS "INDIAN" PROBE: is that American

Indian or Asian Indian?]

1
Asian

2
Black or African American

3
Hispanic or Latino

4
Caucasian or White and Non-Hispanic

5
[VOL] Other [SPECIFY]

9
[VOL] refuse

D8a.
 [DELETED]
D8b.
 [DELETED] 

D9.
Were you born in the United States? 

1 
yes 
[SKIP TO D10]


2
no 
[ASK D9b]


9 
[VOL] don’t know/refuse 
[ASK D9b]


D9a.
[DELETED]

D9b. 
Are you a U.S. citizen or not?

1
yes, U.S. citizen

2
no, not a U.S. citizen

9
[VOL] refuse

D10.
What is your religious preference—is it Protestant, Catholic, Jewish, some other religion, or no religion?

[IF SOME OTHER RELIGION, ASK: Which one would that be?]
1
Protestant (INCLUDE: Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist, Presbyterian, Episcopalian, Pentecostal, Church of Christ, etc.; if ANY question punch <97> and specify)

2
Catholic

3
Jewish

4
no religion (includes: not a believer, not religious, atheist, agnostic)

5
Buddhism

6
Christian; just Christian

7
Hinduism

8
Islam (Muslim)

9
Jehovah's Witness

10
Latter Day Saints, LDS, Mormon

11
Native American

12
Non-denominational

13
Orthodox Christian (e.g., Greek/Russian/Serbian/etc.)

97
some other religion [SPECIFY]

99
[VOL] don't know/refused

IF D10 = 1, 2, 6, 9, 10, 12, 13, 97, 99 ASK D10a, ELSE SKIP TO D11
D10a.
Would you describe yourself as a “born again” or evangelical Christian, or not?

1
yes, would

2
no, would not

9
[VOL] don’t know/refused

D11.
Finally, which of the following categories best describes your total annual household income before taxes, from all sources? 

[PROBE: your best estimate is fine AND/OR REREAD LIST BEFORE ACCEPTING DON'T KNOW OR REFUSED"]

[IF RESPONDENT REFUSES, SAY “We understand and respect that this information is confidential, we ask only for research purposes and will keep all of this information absolutely anonymous”]
1
Under $20,000

2
$20,000 to under $40,000

3
$40,000 to under $60,000

4
$60,000 to under $80,000

5
$80,000 to under $100,000

6
$100,000 to under $200,000

7
$200,000 or more

9
[VOL] don’t know/refuse

D12.
 [DELETED]
county 

language 
Language
0
English

1
Spanish

gender  
Gender
1
Male

2
Female

weight
Final Weight
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