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 Voters rejected all eight propositions.  
Californians voiced their opinions on November 8th by defeating all eight propositions in an election with 
campaign spending estimated at about $250 million.  Proposition 73 (parental notification of abortion) 
received the most support at 47%, followed by Proposition 75 (union dues and political contributions) at 
46% and Proposition 74 (public school teacher tenure) at 45 percent support.  Four in ten Californians 
supported Proposition 77 (40%) on redistricting, Propositions 78 (42%) and 79 (39%) on prescription drug 
discounts, and Proposition 76 on state spending limits (38%); only 34 percent of voters supported 
Proposition 80 on electric regulation.   

 Voter turnout was higher than expected. 
About 7.9 million Californians, or 49.6 percent of registered voters, cast ballots on November 8th.  This 
turnout exceeded predictions and is higher than the special elections in 1979 and 1993, although well below 
the turnout for the recall election in 2003.  Regional trends indicate that the Democratic-leaning San 
Francisco Bay Area had above-average voter turnout (56%) and that the more Republican-leaning Inland 
Empire (Riverside and San Bernardino Counties) had below-average voter turnout (44%), while Los 
Angeles, the Central Valley, and the Orange County/San Diego regions had voter turnouts near the 
statewide average.  

 Governor’s four initiatives were opposed in urban coastal regions. 
  Governor Schwarzenegger backed four initiatives that all failed to gain majority support.  Californians were 

most united in their opposition to Propositions 76 and 77, where support was limited to Orange County and 
a portion of the Central Valley.  As for Propositions 74 and 75, support was evident in inland counties, but 
opposition was strong in the urban coastal counties.   

 The November 8th electorate had negative perceptions of the state of the state. 
Our PPIC post-election survey revealed that most Californians who voted in the November 8th election were 
pessimistic about the direction in which the state is headed (68%: wrong direction) and about the California 
economy (50%: moving into bad economic times).  Majorities also disapprove of the performance of the 
governor (56%) and the state legislature (66%).  A majority of voters also think the special election was a bad 
idea (60%), and 51 percent say they were unhappy about having to vote in the special election.  Most voters 
are critical of the governor’s use of the initiative process (33% approve, 60% disapprove) and of the way the 
governor and legislature are working together in making public policy (14% approve, 76% disapprove).  

 Special election had high interest, but voters want some changes. 
Eight in ten Californians who voted in the special election were following news about the election very 
closely (44%) or fairly closely (41%).  Voters were most likely to say they found the voter information 
guide and sample ballot helpful in deciding how to vote.  Knowing that the governor’s four initiatives did 
not pass, many voters nonetheless believe that major changes are needed in the public school system (71%), 
the way that campaigns are financed (59%), the way the governor and legislature go about state spending 
(69%), and the way that the governor and legislature go about redistricting (49%). 

 Initiatives are still popular, but voters want reforms. 
Nearly half of California’s voters (48%) think that policy decisions made by the voters are probably better 
than those made by the governor and legislators, and a strong majority (66%) believe that ballot initiatives 
bring up important issues not addressed by the governor and state legislature.  Among the political reforms 
suggested, voters support having initiatives placed on the ballot only in general elections (53%), increasing 
public disclosure of initiative funding sources (85%), and allowing a period of time for compromise solutions 
before initiatives go to the ballot (83%).  Other initiative reforms with voter support include implementing a 
system of review and revision (77%) and requiring campaigns to participate in televised debates (77%). 
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