
PARTICIPANTS

Toni Atkins is president pro tempore of the California State Senate. She is the 
first woman and the first openly LGBTQ leader of the legislature’s upper house. 
After she was elected to represent California’s 39th Senate District in 2016, she 
was appointed to the Rules Committee and to committees on transportation and 
housing, health, labor and industrial relations, and natural resources and water. 
Among the bills she has gotten passed and signed is SB 2, which created perma-
nent funding for affordable housing. Before she was elected to the senate, she 
served in the assembly for six years. First elected in 2010, she became Speaker 
in 2014—the first San Diegan and the first lesbian to hold the position. Among her 
accomplishments, she is proudest of a major $7.5 billion water bond, creation of 
the state’s first Earned Income Tax Credit, and two on-time, balanced budgets. 
She began her public service career as an aide to San Diego city councilmember 
and LGBT trailblazer Christine Kehoe; in 2000, she was elected to replace Kehoe 
as the council’s District 3 representative. During her eight-year tenure, she served 
as interim mayor of San Diego, providing steady leadership in a challenging and 
tumultuous time. She holds a bachelor’s degree in political science from Emory 
and Henry College in Emory, Virginia.

Mark Baldassare is president and CEO of the Public Policy Institute of California, 
where he holds the Arjay and Frances Fearing Miller Chair in Public Policy. He is 
a leading expert on public opinion and survey methodology, and has directed 
the PPIC Statewide Survey since 1998. He is an authority on elections, voter 
behavior, and political and fiscal reform, authoring ten books and numerous 
reports on these topics. He often provides testimony before legislative 
committees and state commissions, and regularly hosts PPIC’s Speaker Series,  
a public forum featuring in-depth interviews with state and national leaders.  
He holds a PhD in sociology from the University of California, Berkeley. 

Chet Hewitt is president and CEO of Sierra Health Foundation and its 
independent operating unit, the Center for Health Program Management. 
Since beginning his tenure in 2007, he has focused foundation investments on 
health disparities, health equity, and the healthy development and well-being 
of vulnerable youth. Before joining the foundation, he worked for five years 
as the director of Alameda County’s Social Services Agency. He is credited 
with transforming its failing child welfare system into a national model and 
using technology to improve the delivery of human services. He was named 
the Administrator of the Year by Black Administrators in Child Welfare and has 
received several national honors, including the Annie E. Casey Foundation Child 
and Family Leaders Fellowship and Child Welfare Administrator of the Year. He 
joined PPIC’s board of directors in 2016. He is a frequent lecturer on philanthropy 
and public sector leadership, and advises localities across the nation on issues 
related to the transformation of public systems.
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