
PARTICIPANTS

Mark Baldassare is president and CEO of the Public Policy Institute of California, 
where he holds the Arjay and Frances Fearing Miller Chair in Public Policy. He is 
a leading expert on public opinion and survey methodology, and has directed 
the PPIC Statewide Survey since 1998. He is an authority on elections, voter 
behavior, and political and fiscal reform, authoring ten books and numerous 
reports on these topics. He often provides testimony before legislative committees 
and state commissions, and regularly hosts PPIC’s Speaker Series, a public forum 
featuring in-depth interviews with state and national leaders. He holds a PhD in 
sociology from the University of California, Berkeley.

London Breed is the 45th mayor of the City and County of San Francisco and the 
first African American woman mayor in the city’s history. As mayor, she has 
focused on helping the city’s homeless population into care and shelter, 
including opening up more than 330 new shelter beds and helping over 1,000 
people exit homelessness. She has invested in workforce development opportu-
nities for local residents, including her Opportunities for All initiative, which 
provides paid internships for youth to prepare for their future careers. She has 
also pushed to make San Francisco a cleaner and safer city by expanding street 
cleaning and increasing police foot patrols in order to stabilize areas of need. In 
addition, she is pushing ambitious environmental goals, including transitioning to 
100 percent renewable energy by 2030. Previously, she served for six years on 
the San Francisco Board of Supervisors, where she passed legislation to create 
more housing along transit corridors and prioritize residents for affordable 
housing opportunities in their communities. She helped to reform the city’s 
emergency response systems, secured funding for San Francisco’s homeless-
ness support network, and enacted the strongest Styrofoam ban in the country. 
She is a native San Franciscan, raised by her grandmother in Plaza East Public 
Housing in the Western Addition. She attended the University of California, 
Davis, earning a BA in political science/public service with a minor in African 
American studies. She holds an MPA from the University of San Francisco. 

A. Marisa Chun leads McDermott Will & Emery LLP’s Bay Area Litigation practice 
group, focusing on complex business litigation and white-collar defense matters. 
She represents clients in matters involving trade secrets and intellectual property, 
breach of contract, breach of fiduciary duty, privacy, and unfair competition, as 
well as in government investigations and proceedings brought by the US Depart-
ment of Justice, state attorneys general offices, and other agencies involving 
alleged health care and financial fraud, the False Claims Act, the Foreign Corrupt 
Practices Act, and antitrust violations. She served as deputy associate attorney 
general at the US Department of Justice. She also served as a special assistant 
US attorney for the Eastern District of Virginia and the District of Maryland. She 
has served as a mediator for the US District Court, president of the Korean Ameri-
can Bar Association of Northern California, and a Coro Fellow in Public Affairs. 
She holds a BA from Yale University and a JD from Harvard Law School.
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