
 

PARTICIPANTS 

Caitrin Chappelle is associate director at the PPIC Water Policy Center, where she manages research and 
operations. Her own research focuses on natural resource management and California water policy. She has 
co-authored work on wastewater management, funding gaps in water management, and multiple ecosystem 
stressors in the Sacramento–San Joaquin Delta. Previously, she worked for the US Geological Survey. She 
holds an MPP from the Goldman School of Public Policy at the University of California, Berkeley and a BS in 
ecology from California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo. 

Dan Farris is a civil engineer at the Coachella Valley Water District.  He has been with the district for just under 
25 years. Previously, he worked with the City and the County of San Bernardino for more than 13 years.  As 
director of operations, he oversees the work of 190 people operating and maintaining the district’s domestic 
water, sanitation, and nonpotable water systems.  He is a graduate of College of the Desert. 

Jelena Hartman is a senior scientist at the California State Water Resources Control Board, where she 
primarily focuses on climate change and water conservation.  She has 18 years of experience researching and 
working on environmental issues, including surface water quality, interannual climate variability and 
ecosystem processes, and transport of contaminants.  She previously held positions at the Central Valley 
Regional Water Quality Control Board and the University of Toronto.  She holds a PhD and MS in 
environmental sciences from the University of Nevada, Reno. 

Nina Hawk is the chief operating officer of the water utility for Santa Clara Valley Water District. She is 
responsible for leading Santa Clara County’s water supply program, including water importation, surface 
reservoir operations and storage, groundwater management, raw and treated water delivery, drinking water 
treatment, water recycling and purification, and water conservation programs. She is a published technical 
writer for both potable and recycled water applications and programs. She holds a Master’s degree in public 
administration and a BS in civil and environmental engineering from San Jose State University. 

Kurt Schwabe is an adjunct fellow at the PPIC Water Policy Center and professor of environmental economics 
and policy at the University of California, Riverside. His university research has focused on economic issues 
associated with water use, agricultural production, urban water conservation, ecosystem services, and 
environmental regulation. His papers have appeared in a wide range of peer-reviewed publications. He is the 
recipient of the 1996 Kenneth R. Keller Award for Excellence in Doctoral Research and the 2007–08 Flagship 
Fellowship at the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organization in Australia. He holds a PhD 
in economics from North Carolina State University. 
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