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Mark Baldassare is president and CEO of the Public Policy Institute of California, where he holds the 

Arjay and Frances Fearing Miller Chair in Public Policy. He is a leading expert on public opinion and 

survey methodology, and has directed the PPIC Statewide Survey since 1998. He is an authority on 

elections, voter behavior, and political and fiscal reform, authoring ten books and numerous reports on 

these topics. He often provides testimony before legislative committees and state commissions, and 

regularly hosts PPIC’s Speaker Series, a public forum featuring in-depth interviews with state and 

national leaders. Previously, he served as PPIC’s director of research. Before joining PPIC, he was a 

professor of urban and regional planning at the University of California, Irvine, where he held the 

Johnson Chair in Civic Governance. He has conducted surveys for the Los Angeles Times, the San 

Francisco Chronicle, and the California Business Roundtable. He holds a PhD in sociology from the 

University of California, Berkeley. 

Linda Darling-Hammond is president of the California State Board of Education. She is also the Charles 

E. Ducommun Professor of Education Emeritus at Stanford University and founding president of the 

Learning Policy Institute, created to provide high-quality research for policies that enable equitable and 

empowering education for each and every child. She is past president of the American Educational 

Research Association and author of more than 30 books and 600 other publications on educational 

quality and equity, including the award-winning book: The Flat World and Education: How America’s 

Commitment to Equity Will Determine Our Future. In 2006, she was named one of the nation’s ten most 

influential people affecting educational policy. She led the Obama education policy transition team in 

2008 and the Biden education transition team in 2020.  She received a bachelor’s degree from Yale 

University and an EdD from Temple University. 
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