
 PARTICIPANTS 

Marisa Arrona is the local safety solutions project director at Californians for Safety and Justice. She works with 
systems and community leaders across California to advance the Blueprint for Shared Safety, a framework of 
principles and practices that local leaders can use to advance shared safety strategies rooted in dignity and 
smart justice. Previously, she served as senior program associate for the Vera Institute of Justice in New Orleans, 
where she developed local reform initiatives in partnership with criminal justice agencies, policymakers, and 
community organizations. This included launching New Orleans’s first pretrial services program and working to 
develop incarceration alternatives for nonviolent, low-level offenses. She spent three years as legislative and 
policy analyst to Oakland City Councilmember Nancy Nadel, where she researched, wrote, and advanced local 
policies and programs on adult literacy, job development, public safety, affordable housing, and more. She was 
also an equal justice litigation fellow at the Impact Fund in Berkeley, working with Spanish-speaking clients and 
witnesses on employment discrimination cases. She received her JD from the University of California, Berkeley, 
School of Law, and her BA in public administration from the University of San Francisco.  

Gabriel Caswell is counsel for the California State Senate Public Safety Committee. Prior to his current position, 
he was counsel to the California State Assembly Public Safety Committee. He has worked as a consultant for the 
California Legislature in the area of criminal justice policy for the past twelve years. While in that role he has 
worked on a variety of legislation and legislative proposals concerning law enforcement protocols, oversight, 
and training.   

Deborah Gonzalez is director of government affairs at PPIC. She and her staff work to connect PPIC research 
with policymakers and community leaders. A longtime Capitol staffer, she served as policy and fiscal director for 
six legislative leaders and worked on a wide variety of issues—including the state budget, education reform, 
infrastructure funding, and public safety. She holds a law degree from the McGeorge School of Law, University 
of the Pacific, and a BA from Claremont McKenna College, where she majored in international relations. 

Daniel Hahn is chief of the Sacramento Police Department. He was born and raised in the Oak Park neighborhood 
of Sacramento and graduated from Sacramento High School. While at Sacramento City College, he applied to 
the Sacramento Police Department for the position of community service officer. He was hired in 1987 and rose 
through the ranks to captain. He has served in numerous assignments, including public information officer, high 
school criminal justice academy coordinator, watch commander, special investigations commander, patrol 
commander, and personnel division commander. In 2011, he was sworn in as Roseville’s 15th chief of police and 
served for six years before returning to Sacramento. During his career, he has been honored with many awards. 
He is a member of numerous organizations, such as the California Police Chiefs Association, and volunteers his 
time on several boards throughout the region. He holds a bachelor’s degree in business administration from 
California State University, Sacramento, and an MPA from National University. He is also a graduate of the FBI 
National Academy, POST Command College, the Sierra Health Foundation Leadership Program, and the 
American Leadership Forum. 

Magnus Lofstrom is policy director of corrections and a senior fellow at PPIC, and a visiting professor at the 
Goldman School of Public Policy at the University of California, Berkeley. Focusing on crime rates and recidivism, 
his recent work examines criminal justice reforms in California. His research also spans issues in immigration, 
education, and entrepreneurship. His research has been published in numerous academic books and journals, 
including Review of Economics and Statistics, Journal of Economic Perspectives, Journal of Human Resources, 
Demography, Criminology & Public Policy, and Journal of Population Economics. He serves on the editorial board 
of Industrial Relations and was a member of then–California State Controller John Chiang’s Council of Economic 
Advisors. Prior to joining PPIC, he was a faculty member at the University of Texas at Dallas and the University of 
California, Irvine. He received his PhD in economics from the University of California, San Diego. 

Brandon Martin is a research associate at the Public Policy Institute of California. He studies corrections and 
public safety, with recent work examining the need for jail construction in California and the changes in state 
and local correctional populations. He has previous research experience in the area of legislative committees, 
including legislative and oversight responsibilities and the electoral considerations of committee assignments. 
He holds an MA in political science from the University of California, Davis and a BA in political science from 
Michigan State University. 
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