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Berkeley, in the Department of Environmental Science, Policy, and Management. He conducts research on land
system science, environmental policy, and coupled human and natural systems. He holds a PhD in forestry and
an MS in agricultural and applied economics, both from the University of Wisconsin–Madison, and a BA in
economics from Reed College.
David Edelson is the Sierra Nevada project director of The Nature Conservancy. He has nearly thirty years of
experience promoting ecologically sound management of the Sierra Nevada’s national forests. He is responsible
for leading all of the conservancy’s work in the northern Sierra, including land conservation at iconic sites like
Sierra Valley and Carpenter Valley, restoration and research at places like American River Headwaters/French
Meadows, and related policy efforts. Prior to joining the conservancy in 2011, he worked for the Natural Resources
Defense Council, Sierra Forest Legacy, and the Wilderness Society. An attorney by training, he has a JD from
Harvard University, an MA from the California Institute of Integral Studies, and a BA from Dartmouth College.
Barnie Gyant has been the deputy regional forester for resources for the Pacific Southwest Region (Region 5)
of the USDA Forest Services since July 2012. In this capacity, he oversees the areas of program development
and budget, ecosystems management, ecosystems planning, information management, and tribal relations. The
eighteen national forests in California are collectively known as Region 5 of the national forest system. Region 5
also includes responsibility and oversight of state and private forestry in Hawaii and US territories in the Pacific.
His previous experience includes deputy director of ecosystem management in Region 5; acting director,
ecosystem management; and work assignments as a forest supervisor, deputy forest supervisor, district ranger,
deputy district ranger, and resources program manager. Earlier in his career, he worked as a fisheries biologist.
He has extensive experience as a line officer and natural resources manager and for the past twenty years has
worked on eight different national forests and in four different regions. He earned a bachelor’s degree in
environmental biology from East Carolina University.
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Calaveras, and Tuolumne Counties. Her work has focused on pre- and post-fire forest management, development
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workshops for landowners on forest recovery after fire- and beetle-induced tree mortality and is the author of
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California, Davis, in the Department of Earth and Planetary Sciences and founding director of the Center for
Watershed Sciences. A geomorphologist who specializes in the study of rivers, streams, and wetlands, he focuses
on integrated water resource management, flood management, and improving aquatic ecosystem health. He
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in the West. He has published more than a hundred articles, books, and other publications, including the seminal
book California Rivers and Streams (UC Press). He holds a PhD and an MS in earth sciences from the University of
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