PARTICIPANTS
Curt Aikens is general manager of the Yuba County Water Agency. He oversees the agency’s New Bullards Bar
Reservoir, hydroelectric facilities, flood control operations, and water delivery to eight agricultural entities. Since
he joined the agency in 2001, he has helped develop water transfer efforts such as the Yuba Accord. He holds an
M.B.A. from Golden Gate University and a B.S. in mechanical engineering from the University of California, Davis.
Celeste Cantú is the general manager of the Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority. Before she joined SAWPA,
she served as executive director of the California State Water Resources Control Board, which is responsible for
water rights and water quality. During the Clinton administration she was the USDA’s rural development state
director for California. Earlier in her career she served as planning director for her hometown, Calexico, and as
executive director for the Imperial Valley Housing Authority.
Debbie Davis is community and rural affairs advisor in the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research. She works
on a range of issues including environmental justice, water, water and energy, and rural community issues. Prior to
joining OPR, she served as the policy director at the Environmental Justice Coalition for Water. She has a master’s
degree in social ecology from the University of California, Irvine, and a bachelor’s degree from the University of
California, Davis.
Matthew Fabry is program coordinator for the San Mateo Countywide Water Pollution Prevention Program,
which assists the 21 San Mateo municipalities with stormwater compliance issues. He sits on the boards of
directors for both the Bay Area Stormwater Management Agencies Association and the California Stormwater
Quality Association. During his eighteen-year career in water management, he has served in municipal,
regulatory, and consultant capacities. He holds degrees in environmental engineering and music, and is
a registered civil engineer in the State of California.
Brian Gray is a professor of law at the University of California, Hastings College of the Law in San Francisco.
His academic writings and professional work have focused on various aspects of water policy, including
instream flow protection, water transfers, federal reclamation reform, endangered species, groundwater
management, and water rights and environmental regulation. He has served as chair of the California State Bar’s
Committee on the Environment and has been a consultant to a variety of state and federal agencies. He also
has appeared before the California Supreme Court and the U.S. Court of Appeals in cases involving the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act, federal reclamation reform and takings, the Central Valley Project Improvement Act, and the
CALFED Bay-Delta Program.
Ellen Hanak is senior fellow at the Public Policy Institute of California. Her career has focused on the economics
of natural resource management and agricultural development. She launched PPIC’s research program on water
policy in 2001 and has published numerous reports and articles on California’s water management challenges and
opportunities. Other areas of expertise include infrastructure finance and climate change. Before joining PPIC, she
held positions with the French agricultural research system, the President’s Council of Economic Advisers, and the
World Bank. She holds a Ph.D. in economics from the University of Maryland.
Loren Kaye is president of the California Foundation for Commerce and Education, which serves as a think tank for
the California business community. He has devoted his career to developing, analyzing, and implementing public
policy in California, with a special emphasis on improving the state’s business and economic climate. He is also a
gubernatorial appointee to the Little Hoover Commission, which is charged with evaluating the efficiency and
effectiveness of state agencies and programs. He served in senior policy positions for Governors Pete Wilson and
George Deukmejian, including cabinet secretary to the governor and undersecretary of the California Trade and
Commerce Agency. He has also represented numerous private sector interests, managing issues that affect specific
business sectors to promote an improved business climate or to resist further regulation or costs on business.

Shawn Koorn is an associate vice president and the northwest lead for HDR Engineering’s Utility Rates and
Finance Group. He provides financial planning, cost-benefit analysis, funding analysis, and economic review
towards development of rate and cost of service studies for public utilities. His experience and knowledge
of “generally accepted” rate setting techniques allows him to develop cost-based and equitable rates to meet a
utility’s stated goals and objectives. This has been supported through developing cost of service, rates, and expert
witness testimony to support water and sewer rate studies before various public service commissions. He is a
contributing author to the AWWA M54 Manual and has been a co-instructor for the AWWA Financial Management
Seminar, which covers the theories and methodologies used to establish cost-based rates. He has also presented
numerous papers on financial planning and rate setting topics for industry associations.
Roberta Larson is executive director of the California Association of Sanitation Agencies, which provides leadership,
advocacy, and information to local public wastewater agencies, legislators, and the public, and promotes partnerships
on clean water and beneficial reuse issues. She oversees the association’s legislative, regulatory, and legal advocacy
efforts, along with communications and conference programs. Before she joined CASA, she was a shareholder with
the Sacramento-based law firm of Somach, Simmons & Dunn, where she focused on water quality, recycled water,
and related issues. She holds a J.D. from the University of the Pacific McGeorge School of Law and a B.A. from the
University of California Riverside.
Jay Lund is professor of civil and environmental engineering and director of the Center for Watershed Sciences
at the University of California, Davis. He is also an adjunct fellow at the Public Policy Institute of California. He
specializes in managing water and environmental systems. His research has included system optimization studies
for California, the Columbia River, the Missouri River, and other systems for climate change adaptation, water
marketing, water conservation, system reoperation, and integrated water management. He has served on advisory
committees for the California Water Plan Update and is a former editor of the Journal of Water Resources Planning
and Management. He serves on the Delta Independent Science Board, and has authored or coauthored more than
300 reports and publications.
David Mitchell is a principal at M.Cubed, an economic consulting firm based in Oakland that specializes in water
and energy resources management. Over the years, he has been directly involved in a range of regional and
statewide water and natural resource management initiatives, including the Bay Delta Conservation Plan
(lead economist for cost analysis), the Delta Risk Management Strategy (economic impact assessment of
disruption to Delta exports), the CALFED Bay Delta Program, the Lake Tahoe Environmental Improvement
Program, and the California State Water Plan. He consults with water utilities throughout California on water
resources management and financial planning issues. He holds a B.S. and M.S. in agricultural and resource
economics from the University of California, Berkeley.
Tim Quinn is executive director of the Association of California Water Agencies, a statewide association of local
public water agencies whose 450 members are responsible for about 90 percent of the water delivered in California.
He became executive director in 2007 and has more than 25 years of experience in California water issues. Before he
joined ACWA, he served as deputy general manager of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California.
He holds a Ph.D. and master’s degree in economics from the University of California, Los Angeles.
Kelly J. Salt is a partner in the public finance practice group of Best Best & Krieger LLP, based in the San Diego
office. She has served as bond, disclosure, and issuer’s counsel to public agencies throughout California for the
financing of major public infrastructure through the issuance of bonds and other indebtedness. In addition to
bond and municipal finance, her practice areas include utility rate setting and compliance with Proposition 218
and Proposition 26, as well as drought management and water conservation programs. She holds a J.D. from the
University of San Diego School of Law.

Lester Snow is executive director of the California Water Foundation. Before he joined the foundation he served as
California’s secretary for natural resources. He was chair of the California Ocean Protection Council and served on
the Delta Conservancy, Delta Protection Commission, and the Strategic Growth Council. He was director of the
California Department of Water Resources. He has served as executive director of CALFED, regional director for the
Bureau of Reclamation, general manager of the San Diego County Water Authority. He also spent six years with
the Arizona Department of Water Resources, including four years as Tucson area director. He holds a master’s
degree in water resources administration from the University of Arizona.
Fran Spivy-Weber is vice chair of the State Water Resources Control Board. First appointed to the board in 2007,
she was elected vice chair of the Board in 2009, and reappointed by Governor Brown in 2013 to a four-year term.
Before she joined the board, she served as the executive director of the Mono Lake Committee. From 1983 to 1992,
she served as the director of international programs for the National Audubon Society. She previously was a
legislative assistant for the Animal Welfare Institute (1978 to 1982). She was a member of the Bay-Delta Public
Advisory Committee and co-chair of its Water Use Efficiency Committee. She also served as co-chair of the
Southern California Water Dialogue and convener of the California Urban Water Conservation Council. She has
served on the boards of many organizations, including the Water Education Foundation, California Council of Land
Trusts, and Clean Water Action/Clean Water Fund.
Gregory Weber is professor of law and director of the Water Resources Law Program at the University of the
Pacific McGeorge School of Law. He is also an associate of the Center for Collaborative Policy, a joint project of
California State University, Sacramento, and the UOP-McGeorge School of Law. At the center, he helps mediate
and does research on complex policy-developing collaborations of public and private stakeholders. From 1988
to 1990, he was a senior attorney for the California Court of Appeal, Third District, in Sacramento. He practiced for
two years with Kronick, Moskovitz, Tiedemann & Girard, a leading firm in the field of California water resources.
He was a cofounder of the California Water Law and Policy Reporter and has published articles in the Santa Clara
Law Review, the Pacific Law Journal, the Natural Resources Journal, and the Arizona State Law Journal. He coauthored
California Civil Discovery and The Law of Hazardous Wastes and Toxic Substances in a Nutshell (the latter with
John Sprankling). He holds a J.D. from the University of California, Hastings School of Law.

