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Methodology Note: 

Findings are based on a survey of 1,049 California adult residents, conducted online using the Ipsos 
KnowledgePanel. Interviews were conducted in English and Spanish according to the respondents’ 
preferences. The median time to complete the survey was 14 minutes. Interviewing took place from 
February 3—11, 2026. 

These crosstabs are based on a subgroup of 1,049 likely voters. The sampling error, taking design effects 
from weighting into consideration, is ±3.9 percent at the 95 percent confidence level for the unweighted 
sample of 1,049 likely voters. The sampling error for unweighted likely voter subgroups is larger. Sampling 
error is only one type of error to which surveys are subject. Results may also be affected by factors such as 
question wording, question order, and survey timing. 

If you have any questions or require additional information regarding this survey, please contact 
surveys@ppic.org 
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don't know (vol)

haven't 
heard 

enough to 
have an 

opinion (vol)disapproveapprove
Unweighted 

n

Q2. Overall, do you approve or disapprove of the way that Gavin 
Newsom is handling his job as governor of California? 

Feb 2026
Dec 2025
Oct 2025
Jun 2025
Feb 2025
Oct 2024
Sep 2024
Jun 2024
Feb 2024
Dec 2023
Sep 2023
Jul 2023
Jun 2023
Feb 2023
Oct 2022
Sep 2022
May 2022
Mar 2022
Feb 2022
Sep 2021
May 2021
Mar 2021
Jan 2021
Oct 2020
Sep 2020
Jun 2020
Feb 2020
Jan 2020
Nov 2019
Sep 2019
Jul 2019

May 2019
Mar 2019
Jan 2019 11448%21%29%43%

11086%14%36%45%
111116%37%47%
107014%39%47%
102013%44%43%
10017%45%48%
9609%42%49%

10439%39%52%
10436%31%64%
11633%37%60%
11794%39%57%
11235%43%52%
11645%42%53%
10704%42%54%
10754%43%53%
10443%41%57%
11995%45%50%
11738%40%52%
10564%42%55%
11033%45%52%
10491%42%57%
10601%43%56%
10910%41%59%
11391%44%56%
11071%47%52%
10711%50%48%
10981%52%47%
10691%48%51%
11321%52%47%
10850%45%55%
10751%53%46%
9401%44%55%

10831%43%56%
10431%47%52%
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don't know (vol)disapproveapprove
Unweighted 

n

Q3. Overall, do you approve or disapprove of 
the way that the California Legislature is 

handling its job? 

Feb 2026
Dec 2025
Oct 2025
Jun 2025
Feb 2025
Oct 2024
Sep 2024
Jun 2024
Feb 2024
Dec 2023
Sep 2023
Jul 2023

Jun 2023
Feb 2023
Oct 2022
Sep 2022
May 2022
Mar 2022
Feb 2022
Sep 2021
May 2021
Mar 2021
Jan 2021
Oct 2020
Sep 2020
Jun 2020
Feb 2020
Jan 2020
Nov 2019
Sep 2019
Jul 2019

May 2019
Mar 2019
Jan 2019
Dec 2018
Nov 2018
Oct 2018
Sep 2018
Jul 2018

May 2018
Apr 2018
Mar 2018 9248%46%45%

8649%49%42%
89510%48%42%

10148%46%46%
95710%46%44%
98510%48%43%

10908%48%44%
108410%47%43%
114711%43%46%
110213%45%42%
111613%53%34%
107412%48%40%
102511%51%38%
100210%51%39%
9619%45%45%

10428%43%49%
104411%39%50%
115712%43%45%
117714%42%45%
111812%41%46%
11669%42%48%
106711%46%43%
10728%47%45%
10429%47%44%
11938%51%41%
11759%44%47%
10546%47%47%
11057%50%43%
10482%50%49%
10601%49%50%
10910%48%52%
11431%51%48%
11091%51%47%
10742%56%42%
10972%56%43%
10681%50%48%
11331%55%44%
10851%48%51%
10772%53%45%
9412%47%52%
10852%45%53%
10472%49%49%
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don't know (vol)disapproveapprove
Unweighted 

n

Q3. Overall, do you approve or disapprove of 
the way that the California Legislature is 

handling its job? 

Jan 2018
Dec 2017
Nov 2017
Sep 2017
Jul 2017

May 2017
Apr 2017
Mar 2017
Jan 2017
Dec 2016
Oct 2016
Sep 2016
Jul 2016

May 2016
Apr 2016
Mar 2016
Jan 2016
Dec 2015
Sep 2015
Jul 2015

Jun 2015
Apr 2015
Mar 2015
Jan 2015
Dec 2014
Oct 2014
Sep 2014
Jul 2014

May 2014
Apr 2014
Mar 2014
Jan 2014
Dec 2013
Sep 2013
Jul 2013

May 2013
Apr 2013
Mar 2013
Jan 2013
Dec 2012
Oct 2012
Sep 2012
Aug 2012 156010%69%21%

132510%68%22%
132911%68%21%
143413%61%26%
111514%55%31%
113014%61%25%
11297%64%29%
112512%59%29%
127212%55%33%
109510%57%32%
107712%56%32%
114510%57%33%
108412%57%32%
107415%56%29%
102711%54%36%
97213%56%31%
90114%54%32%
96913%51%37%

104610%51%39%
100313%47%41%
105911%50%39%
10619%55%36%
104318%52%30%
105513%54%32%
105615%47%39%
110014%48%38%
103411%48%41%
102912%50%38%
9939%51%40%
98213%49%38%

104510%48%42%
10509%48%42%
101614%43%43%
111511%44%45%
110111%38%50%
105711%41%48%
103311%45%44%
101212%46%41%
108813%42%45%
10989%47%44%
108310%45%45%
106510%44%46%
10369%41%50%
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don't know (vol)disapproveapprove
Unweighted 

n

Q3. Overall, do you approve or disapprove of 
the way that the California Legislature is 

handling its job? 

May 2012
Apr 2012
Mar 2012
Jan 2012
Dec 2011
Nov 2011
Sep 2011
Jul 2011
Jun 2011
Apr 2011
Mar 2011
Feb 2011
Jan 2011
Nov 2010
Oct 2010
Sep 2010
Jul 2010

May 2010
Apr 2010
Mar 2010
Jan 2010
Dec 2009
Nov 2009
Sep 2009
Jul 2009

May 2009
Apr 2009
Mar 2009
Feb 2009
Jan 2009
Nov 2008
Oct 2008
Sep 2008
Aug 2008
May 2008
Apr 2008
Mar 2008
Jan 2008
Dec 2007
Oct 2007
Sep 2007
Jun 2007

May 2007 112714%51%36%
110618%47%35%
115811%59%29%
157414%54%32%
114610%54%35%
122612%61%27%
121911%64%25%
151712%66%22%
122412%65%23%
11836%74%20%
12779%76%16%
12808%70%22%
163311%69%20%
13879%76%15%
156410%75%14%
113610%80%11%
159610%74%16%
12138%80%12%
15636%84%10%
13398%76%16%
163010%80%10%
10777%83%10%
12997%80%12%
12356%85%9%
15409%79%11%
12478%80%11%
14628%82%10%
12144%85%11%
12383%86%10%
16739%82%9%
139014%68%18%
155817%63%20%
136014%70%16%
164412%74%14%
140411%72%17%
163911%74%15%
136312%71%17%
163413%70%17%
129315%69%16%
129712%71%17%
116214%66%21%
119912%73%15%
124811%71%17%
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don't know (vol)disapproveapprove
Unweighted 

n

Q3. Overall, do you approve or disapprove of 
the way that the California Legislature is 

handling its job? 

Apr 2007
Mar 2007
Jan 2007
Oct 2006
Sep 2006
Aug 2006
May 2006
Mar 2006
Jan 2006
Jan 2006
Oct 2005
Sep 2005
Aug 2005
May 2005
Jan 2005
Oct 2004
Sep 2004
Aug 2004
Jun 2004

May 2004
Jan 2004
Aug 2003
Jun 2003
Feb 2003
Sep 2002
Jan 2002
Dec 2001
Jan 2001
Sep 2000 108911%34%56%

108512%32%56%
93914%36%50%
96711%43%46%
102915%45%40%
107116%55%29%
103213%58%29%
106710%68%22%
97716%50%34%
109813%52%35%
134611%51%38%
118311%52%37%
119112%51%37%
121014%46%40%
123011%57%33%
123712%63%24%
105213%64%23%
111112%60%28%
116114%65%21%
144317%60%23%
125612%63%25%
100212%65%23%
109315%61%23%
110512%61%27%
120713%55%32%
118813%61%26%
127414%49%37%
123314%47%39%
151014%51%35%
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don't know (vol)

no, will not 
be able to 

work 
together

yes, will be 
able to work 

together
Unweighted 

n

Q4. Do you think that Governor Newsom and 
the state legislature will be able to work 

together and accomplish a lot in the next year, 
or not?

Feb 2026
Feb 2025
Feb 2024
Feb 2023
Feb 2022
Jan 2021
Jan 2020
Jan 2019
Jan 2018
Jan 2017
Jan 2016
Jan 2015
Jan 2014
Jan 2013
Jan 2012
Jan 2011

May 2010
Jan 2010
Jan 2009
Jan 2008
Jun 2007
Jan 2007
Mar 2006
Jan 2006 12548%51%41%

84711%57%31%
127610%30%60%
111210%41%49%
12319%47%44%
13878%56%35%
13016%74%20%
12486%80%14%
139314%34%52%
13028%59%32%
11149%40%51%
11479%40%51%
10089%39%52%
10389%38%53%
110312%25%64%
10399%33%58%
115110%25%65%
9659%33%58%

11209%34%57%
10438%38%54%
10481%34%64%
10722%37%61%
10862%35%63%
10472%39%59%
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don't know (vol)
wrong 

directionright direction
Unweighted 

n

Q5. Do you think things in California are 
generally going in the right direction or the 

wrong direction? 

Feb 2026
Dec 2025
Nov 2025
Oct 2025
Jun 2025
Feb 2025
Dec 2024
Oct 2024
Sep 2024
Jun 2024
Feb 2024
Dec 2023
Nov 2023
Sep 2023
Jun 2023
Feb 2023
Oct 2022
Sep 2022
May 2022
Feb 2022
Sep 2021
May 2021
Jan 2021
Oct 2020
Sep 2020
Jun 2020
Jan 2020
Sep 2019
Jan 2019
Dec 2018
Sep 2018
Jan 2018
Dec 2017
Sep 2017
Mar 2017
Jan 2017
Oct 2016
Sep 2016
May 2016
Mar 2016
Jan 2016
Dec 2015 11066%50%44%

10374%47%49%
10325%50%45%
9864%51%45%
10513%52%45%
10215%45%50%
11024%38%58%
10664%43%53%
11034%45%51%
10624%47%49%
10393%43%54%
9573%47%50%
10794%46%50%
11493%45%51%
10265%54%41%
9663%49%49%
10393%41%56%
11563%48%48%
11804%46%50%
11245%49%46%
10675%44%51%
10716%48%45%
10464%50%46%
11743%52%45%
10573%49%48%
10983%54%43%
10491%49%50%
10580%53%46%
11431%54%45%
13921%52%47%
11090%55%45%
10731%55%44%
10962%59%39%
10701%53%46%
11341%59%40%
14470%53%46%
10861%51%48%
10780%56%44%
9411%50%49%
13031%48%51%
10851%48%51%
10471%52%48%
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don't know (vol)
wrong 

directionright direction
Unweighted 

n

Q5. Do you think things in California are 
generally going in the right direction or the 

wrong direction? 

Sep 2015
Jun 2015
Mar 2015
Jan 2015
Dec 2014
Oct 2014
Sep 2014
May 2014
Mar 2014
Jan 2014
Dec 2013
Sep 2013
Jun 2013

May 2013
Mar 2013
Jan 2013
Dec 2012
Oct 2012
Sep 2012
May 2012
Mar 2012
Jan 2012
Dec 2011
Sep 2011
Jun 2011
Jun 2011
Mar 2011
Feb 2011
Jan 2011
Oct 2010
Sep 2010
Jul 2010

May 2010
Mar 2010
Jan 2010
Dec 2009
Nov 2009
Sep 2009
Jul 2009
Jun 2009

May 2009
Mar 2009
Feb 2009 15647%80%13%

11357%77%17%
12167%76%17%
15009%74%16%
15695%87%9%
13406%77%18%
16265%83%12%
10757%82%11%
12995%80%15%
12344%83%13%
12495%82%13%
14625%86%8%
12109%77%13%
122711%77%12%
13937%61%32%
156612%56%32%
136110%63%27%
14017%66%27%
14859%68%22%
13597%69%25%
12948%68%24%
12975%66%29%
11619%59%32%
12465%68%27%
13255%66%29%
13306%60%34%
14305%56%39%
11156%49%45%
11326%57%37%
11214%54%41%
14339%53%39%
11006%54%40%
10774%55%41%
11435%48%47%
10856%53%41%
10356%50%44%
9136%52%43%
9706%54%40%
10555%48%47%
10095%45%49%
10575%47%49%
10428%52%40%
10626%52%43%
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don't know (vol)
wrong 

directionright direction
Unweighted 

n

Q5. Do you think things in California are 
generally going in the right direction or the 

wrong direction? 

Jan 2009
Nov 2008
Oct 2008
Sep 2008
Aug 2008
Jun 2008

May 2008
Mar 2008
Jan 2008
Dec 2007
Sep 2007
Jun 2007

May 2007
Mar 2007
Jan 2007
Oct 2006
Sep 2006
Aug 2006
Jul 2006

May 2006
Mar 2006
Feb 2006
Jan 2006
Jan 2006
Oct 2005
Sep 2005
Aug 2005
Jul 2005

May 2005
Apr 2005
Jan 2005
Oct 2004
Sep 2004
Aug 2004
Jul 2004
Jun 2004

May 2004
Feb 2004
Jan 2004
Nov 2003
Oct 2003
Sep 2003
Aug 2003 10659%74%17%

11438%75%17%
11288%74%18%
118314%55%31%
97216%40%44%

100615%54%32%
110011%41%48%
134211%43%46%
144712%42%47%
117911%43%46%
119712%42%47%
121011%43%47%
122910%42%48%
147210%56%34%
12387%56%37%
146111%50%39%
10558%58%34%
11089%64%27%
115610%62%29%
14478%64%28%
12527%57%36%
12328%58%34%
10079%55%36%
10968%59%34%
13467%48%45%
11029%49%42%
12089%46%45%
118310%47%44%
12717%38%55%
12338%48%44%
11227%45%47%
11049%47%44%
11549%51%41%
114613%50%38%
122410%55%35%
12159%66%24%
12209%67%24%
14129%69%22%
11798%68%24%
128211%67%21%
127410%70%20%
163510%66%24%
13876%78%16%
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don't know (vol)
wrong 

directionright direction
Unweighted 

n

Q5. Do you think things in California are 
generally going in the right direction or the 

wrong direction? 

Jul 2003
Jun 2003
Feb 2003
Nov 2002
Oct 2002
Sep 2002
Aug 2002
Feb 2002
Jan 2002
Dec 2001
Jan 2001
Oct 2000
Aug 2000
Feb 2000
Jan 2000
Dec 1999
Sep 1999
Jan 1999
Oct 1998
Sep 1998
May 1998
Apr 1998 9908%37%55%

9369%36%56%
10467%35%58%
11037%30%63%
10497%28%66%
9066%35%59%
9076%34%60%
9777%27%66%

10078%28%64%
10118%30%63%
10889%34%56%
10928%29%63%
9459%36%55%
9687%38%55%
9487%42%50%
96610%53%37%

10358%43%48%
104810%50%40%
9148%47%45%

10709%69%22%
103310%68%22%
11539%66%25%

PPIC Statewide Survey
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Likely Voters - Time Trends (cont.)

Note: Numbers may not add to 100 due to rounding
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don't know (vol)bad timesgood times
Unweighted 

n

Q6. Turning to economic conditions in 
California, do you think that during the next 12 
months we will have good times financially or 

bad times? 

Feb 2026
Dec 2025
Nov 2025
Oct 2025
Jun 2025
Feb 2025
Dec 2024
Oct 2024
Sep 2024
Jun 2024
Feb 2024
Dec 2023
Nov 2023
Sep 2023
Jun 2023
Feb 2023
Nov 2022
Jul 2022
Apr 2022
Nov 2021
Jul 2021
Apr 2021
Dec 2020
Jul 2020
Apr 2020
Jan 2020
Sep 2019
May 2019
Jan 2019
Dec 2018
Oct 2018
Sep 2018
May 2018
Jan 2018
Sep 2017
Mar 2017
Jan 2017
Oct 2016
Sep 2016
May 2016
Mar 2016 10309%45%46%

98312%43%45%
104811%42%47%
101914%40%46%
110015%34%51%
106010%41%50%
10997%42%51%
103610%34%56%
89710%40%50%
9537%38%55%
98314%39%47%

108010%44%46%
114810%45%45%
111410%48%42%
102210%54%37%
9628%42%50%

10941%78%21%
10310%83%17%
15511%69%30%
11022%43%55%
11151%42%57%
15411%53%46%
10562%59%39%
11321%69%30%
13412%71%28%
10492%64%34%
10611%67%32%
11452%62%37%
13933%60%37%
11122%61%37%
10741%58%41%
10971%64%35%
10712%57%41%
11352%58%40%
14472%57%41%
10851%71%29%
10771%77%22%
9401%76%23%

13052%70%28%
10852%74%24%
10481%73%27%
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don't know (vol)bad timesgood times
Unweighted 

n

Q6. Turning to economic conditions in 
California, do you think that during the next 12 
months we will have good times financially or 

bad times? 

Jan 2016
Dec 2015
Sep 2015
Jun 2015
Mar 2015
Jan 2015
Dec 2014
Oct 2014
Sep 2014
May 2014
Mar 2014
Jan 2014
Dec 2013
Sep 2013
Jun 2013

May 2013
Mar 2013
Jan 2013
Dec 2012
Oct 2012
Sep 2012
May 2012
Mar 2012
Jan 2012
Dec 2011
Sep 2011
Jun 2011
Jun 2011
Mar 2011
Feb 2011
Jan 2011
Oct 2010
Sep 2010
Jul 2010

May 2010
Mar 2010
Jan 2010
Dec 2009
Nov 2009
Sep 2009
Jul 2009
Jun 2009

May 2009 12176%75%19%
15025%77%18%
15686%81%13%
13377%71%22%
16277%75%17%
10786%73%20%
12997%76%17%
12307%72%21%
12437%71%22%
14617%74%19%
120613%62%24%
122014%65%20%
13929%63%28%
155812%57%31%
13628%65%26%
14018%63%29%
148310%70%20%
13577%74%19%
128810%68%22%
12948%65%27%
116511%62%28%
12429%65%27%
13219%63%29%
132912%53%34%
14288%55%37%
111011%44%44%
11318%52%41%
11179%46%45%
143110%44%46%
109510%46%44%
107610%52%38%
11398%47%46%
108410%48%42%
103310%46%44%
90610%46%44%
97011%47%42%
10479%40%51%
100110%36%54%
105512%39%49%
104111%44%44%
106010%44%46%
110610%43%47%
103411%46%44%
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don't know (vol)bad timesgood times
Unweighted 

n

Q6. Turning to economic conditions in 
California, do you think that during the next 12 
months we will have good times financially or 

bad times? 

Mar 2009
Feb 2009
Jan 2009
Nov 2008
Oct 2008
Sep 2008
Aug 2008
Jul 2008
Jun 2008

May 2008
Mar 2008
Jan 2008
Dec 2007
Sep 2007
Jun 2007

May 2007
Mar 2007
Jan 2007
Oct 2006
Sep 2006
Aug 2006
Jul 2006

May 2006
Mar 2006
Feb 2006
Jan 2006
Jan 2006
Oct 2005
Sep 2005
Aug 2005
Jul 2005

May 2005
Apr 2005
Jan 2005
Oct 2004
Sep 2004
Aug 2004
Jul 2004
Jun 2004

May 2004
Feb 2004
Jan 2004
Nov 2003 118315%45%40%

97915%34%51%
100713%45%42%
109914%43%43%
133612%45%42%
144512%39%50%
118114%40%46%
119514%39%48%
120915%40%45%
122715%38%47%
147011%51%38%
124111%45%44%
145916%39%45%
105412%47%42%
111010%57%33%
115911%54%35%
144612%45%43%
125211%40%49%
123212%42%46%
100012%38%50%
109312%48%39%
135115%43%42%
110012%43%45%
120912%40%48%
118613%35%52%
127411%37%52%
123311%49%41%
112212%47%41%
110610%47%43%
11579%62%29%
11509%68%23%
12279%74%18%
12218%80%12%
12209%75%16%
14226%82%12%
14547%80%14%
11828%75%17%
128111%72%17%
12778%77%15%
16369%75%17%
13895%82%13%
15654%83%13%
11366%79%15%
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don't know (vol)bad timesgood times
Unweighted 

n

Q6. Turning to economic conditions in 
California, do you think that during the next 12 
months we will have good times financially or 

bad times? 

Oct 2003
Sep 2003
Aug 2003
Jul 2003
Jun 2003
Feb 2003
Nov 2002
Oct 2002
Sep 2002
Aug 2002
Feb 2002
Jan 2002
Dec 2001
Jan 2001
Aug 2000
Feb 2000
Dec 1999
Sep 1999 9145%19%76%

9106%15%79%
10128%11%81%
10137%16%78%
109012%36%52%
9476%59%35%
9716%48%46%
9507%47%46%
96912%53%35%
103610%50%40%
104612%53%35%
9139%46%45%
10759%76%15%
10259%66%25%
11539%62%29%
105717%56%27%
113318%51%31%
111922%44%34%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government - February 2026

Likely Voters - Time Trends (cont.)

Note: Numbers may not add to 100 due to rounding
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don't know (vol)much weaker
somewhat 

weaker
about the 

same
somewhat 
stronger

much 
stronger

Q7. Looking ahead six months from now, do you expect the economy in your local area to be 
[ROTATE] [1] much stronger, [2] somewhat stronger, [3] about the same, [4] somewhat weaker, or 

[5] much weaker than it is now?

Feb 2026
Feb 2024
Dec 2023
Sep 2023 0%13%27%48%11%2%

1%14%24%48%11%2%
0%16%22%47%14%2%
0%10%32%50%6%1%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government - February 2026

Likely Voters - Time Trends

Unweighted 
n

Feb 2026
Feb 2024
Dec 2023
Sep 2023 1145

1113
1075
1047

Note: Numbers may not add to 100 due to rounding
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don't know (vol)much weaker
somewhat 

weaker
about the 

same
somewhat 
stronger

much 
stronger

Q8. Looking ahead six months from now, do you expect your personal financial situation to be 
[ROTATE] [1] much stronger, [2] somewhat stronger, [3] about the same, [4] somewhat weaker, or 

[5] much weaker than it is now?

Feb 2026
Sep 2024
Feb 2024
Dec 2023
Sep 2023 0%6%17%56%18%3%

0%7%19%54%16%4%
0%10%19%53%16%3%
0%6%16%55%19%4%
0%4%18%61%14%2%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government - February 2026

Likely Voters - Time Trends

Unweighted 
n

Feb 2026
Sep 2024
Feb 2024
Dec 2023
Sep 2023 1145

1113
1075
1071
1049

Note: Numbers may not add to 100 due to rounding
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don't know (vol)
not at all 

concerned
not too 

concerned
somewhat 
concerned

very 
concerned

Unweighted 
n

Q10. How concerned are you, if at all, about not having enough money to pay your 
rent or mortgage?

Feb 2026
Oct 2025
Feb 2023
Mar 2022
Mar 2021
Oct 2010
Mar 2010
Dec 2009
May 2009
Mar 2009 11360%28%18%23%31%

12201%33%17%20%29%
10771%28%16%18%37%
12370%30%17%20%33%
12351%30%17%22%30%
11721%38%22%21%19%
11980%31%25%25%19%
10480%35%27%24%14%
9421%37%30%21%10%

10490%37%33%21%10%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government - February 2026

Likely Voters - Time Trends

Note: Numbers may not add to 100 due to rounding
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don't know (vol)
not a 

problem
somewhat of 

a problembig problem
Unweighted 

n

Q11. Do you think the state budget situation in California?that is, 
the balance between government spending and revenues?is a 
big problem, somewhat of a problem, or not a problem for the 

people of California today?

Feb 2026
Jun 2025
Feb 2025
Jun 2024
Feb 2024
Jun 2023
Feb 2023
May 2022
Feb 2022
May 2021
Jan 2021
Jun 2020
Jan 2020

May 2019
Jan 2019
Jan 2018

May 2017
Jan 2017

May 2016
Mar 2016
Jan 2016
Dec 2015
Jun 2015
Mar 2015
Jan 2015
Dec 2014
Oct 2014
Sep 2014
May 2014
Jan 2014
Sep 2013
May 2013
Mar 2013
Jan 2013
Dec 2012
Oct 2012
Sep 2012
May 2012
Apr 2012
Mar 2012
Jan 2012 13051%2%20%78%

11671%3%17%78%
12071%2%16%80%
12562%2%14%83%
13311%1%15%83%
13361%1%18%80%
14371%3%21%74%
11161%4%23%71%
11371%4%23%72%
11281%4%27%67%
11012%4%28%66%
11502%6%36%56%
10362%5%34%58%
9132%6%29%62%
9743%6%29%62%

10562%8%35%55%
10092%7%35%56%
10633%12%34%50%
10452%11%35%52%
11136%10%35%50%
10414%12%39%46%
10363%9%33%55%
9893%13%33%51%

11055%10%47%38%
10175%14%32%49%
10383%18%30%49%
11523%16%38%43%
11156%13%31%50%
9714%16%34%46%

10446%9%33%52%
11257%11%39%44%
10715%21%34%41%
10475%23%33%40%
11765%22%35%39%
10481%14%47%38%
10621%12%49%39%
10741%8%44%47%
10981%6%45%48%
10861%9%47%44%
10800%7%47%46%
10470%8%45%47%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government - February 2026

Likely Voters - Time Trends
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don't know (vol)
not a 

problem
somewhat of 

a problembig problem
Unweighted 

n

Q11. Do you think the state budget situation in California?that is, 
the balance between government spending and revenues?is a 
big problem, somewhat of a problem, or not a problem for the 

people of California today?

Dec 2011
Sep 2011
Jun 2011
Mar 2011
Jan 2011
Sep 2010
May 2010
Mar 2010
Jan 2010
Dec 2009
Sep 2009
May 2009
Mar 2009
Jan 2009
Oct 2008
Sep 2008
Aug 2008
May 2008
Mar 2008
Jan 2008

May 2007
Jan 2007

May 2006
Jan 2006 12572%3%27%68%

10973%2%30%64%
12774%5%42%49%
11273%5%46%46%
12342%2%23%74%
12212%2%18%79%
12291%1%22%76%
11861%1%14%84%
12831%1%14%84%
12841%1%17%80%
13911%1%16%82%
11382%1%13%85%
12191%1%16%83%
13421%1%12%85%
10780%1%10%88%
13011%0%15%83%
12371%1%12%87%
12511%1%11%88%
12190%1%9%90%
13981%0%16%83%
13721%2%14%83%
14091%3%15%82%
13622%1%16%81%
12972%2%14%83%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government - February 2026

Likely Voters - Time Trends (cont.)

Note: Numbers may not add to 100 due to rounding
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don't know (vol)
prisons and 
correction

health and 
human 

services
higher 

education
K-12 public
education

Unweighted 
n

Q12. Thinking about these four areas of state spending, I?d like you to name the 
one you think should have the highest priority when it comes to state government 

spending:

Feb 2026
Jun 2025
Feb 2025
Jun 2024
Feb 2024
Feb 2023
Mar 2022
Mar 2021
Jan 2020
Jan 2019
Jan 2017
Jan 2016
Jan 2015 10023%4%19%17%57%

10322%3%23%18%54%
10963%5%28%15%49%
11362%4%30%15%49%
9453%7%40%12%38%

11613%6%37%10%44%
11892%9%39%8%41%
10481%6%40%5%49%
10701%10%41%6%42%
10921%9%41%5%44%
10780%9%43%5%43%
10750%10%44%4%42%
10471%9%46%4%40%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government - February 2026

Likely Voters - Time Trends
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don't know (vol)

lower taxes 
and fewer 
services

higher taxes 
and more 
services

Unweighted 
n

Feb 2026
Jun 2025
Feb 2025
Jun 2024
Feb 2024
Feb 2023
Mar 2022
Mar 2021
Jan 2020
Dec 2018
Sep 2018
Jan 2017
Dec 2015
Dec 2014
Sep 2014
Jan 2014
May 2013
Dec 2012
May 2012
Jan 2012
Jan 2011
Mar 2010
Sep 2009
May 2009
Jan 2009
May 2008
Jan 2008
May 2007
Jan 2007
May 2006
Jan 2006
May 2005
Jan 2005
May 2004
Jan 2004
Sep 2003
Jun 2003
Feb 2003 10476%55%40%

10117%54%38%
112710%52%38%
96210%51%39%

10899%47%45%
12129%50%41%
12248%51%41%
12398%36%56%
10837%44%49%
12566%44%49%
10988%44%48%
12089%47%44%
12138%47%45%
13797%46%47%
12019%49%42%
130610%43%47%
12078%53%39%
13734%54%41%
12857%48%45%
12335%46%49%
14026%47%48%
10957%49%44%
11235%51%44%
8986%53%41%

10357%47%45%
10877%48%45%
10924%47%49%
9455%46%49%

10674%47%49%
9533%44%53%

11484%44%52%
11813%49%48%
10441%54%45%
10652%51%48%
10902%56%42%
10771%50%49%
10692%52%46%
10411%55%45%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government - February 2026

Likely Voters - Time Trends

Note: Numbers may not add to 100 due to rounding
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Q13. In general, which of the following statements do you agree with more: —[rotate] [1] 
I’d rather pay higher taxes and have a state government that provides more services, [or] 
[2]2] I’d rather pay lower taxes and have a state government that provides fewer services?



don't know (vol)
other 

(specify)

okay to 
borrow 

money and 
run a budget 

deficit

through a 
mix of 

spending 
cuts and tax 
increases

mostly 
through tax 
increases

mostly 
through 

spending 
cuts

Q15. As you may know, the state government currently has an annual general fund budget of 
around $248 billion dollars and faces a $2.9 billion-dollar gap between spending and revenues. How 

would you prefer to deal with the state?s budget gap?

Feb 2026
Jun 2024
Feb 2024
Oct 2012
Sep 2012
May 2012
Apr 2012
Mar 2012
Jan 2012
Dec 2011
Jun 2011
Mar 2011
Jan 2011
Sep 2010
May 2010
Mar 2010
Jan 2010
Dec 2009
Jan 2009
Oct 2008
Sep 2008
Aug 2008
May 2008
Mar 2008
Jan 2008
Dec 2007
May 2005
Jan 2005
Jan 2004
Sep 2003
Feb 2003 4%3%4%48%7%34%

4%5%5%44%8%34%
3%3%5%53%6%30%
3%4%3%43%11%37%
4%3%4%47%11%31%
3%3%4%41%5%43%
4%3%4%44%8%37%
4%3%5%47%9%32%
3%3%3%47%9%36%
3%2%4%44%8%38%
4%2%2%48%7%37%
5%2%4%44%8%37%
4%4%4%48%8%32%
3%2%4%39%8%44%
2%3%2%41%11%40%
3%4%4%42%6%41%
3%3%3%42%8%41%
3%2%3%42%7%43%
2%1%2%45%8%41%
3%2%3%41%11%40%
3%3%4%43%10%38%
3%3%5%45%11%33%
2%1%3%40%13%41%
4%3%4%45%11%34%
2%2%2%46%12%36%
4%1%2%44%13%35%
4%2%2%41%13%37%
3%2%3%43%11%40%
2%5%40%8%45%
1%6%41%6%47%
0%5%38%7%49%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government - February 2026

Likely Voters - Time Trends
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Unweighted 
n

Feb 2026
Jun 2024
Feb 2024
Oct 2012
Sep 2012
May 2012
Apr 2012
Mar 2012
Jan 2012
Dec 2011
Jun 2011
Mar 2011
Jan 2011
Sep 2010
May 2010
Mar 2010
Jan 2010
Dec 2009
Jan 2009
Oct 2008
Sep 2008
Aug 2008
May 2008
Mar 2008
Jan 2008
Dec 2007
May 2005
Jan 2005
Jan 2004
Sep 2003
Feb 2003 1081

1141
978

1235
1241
1151
1230
1218
1224
1185
1279
1284
1392
1075
1298
1236
1244
1215
1399
1365
1402
1292
1304
1165
1204
1248
1326
1333
1074
1095
1048

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government - February 2026

Likely Voters - Time Trends (cont.)

Note: Numbers may not add to 100 due to rounding
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don't know (vol)not at all fairnot too fair
moderately 

fairvery fair
Unweighted 

n

Q18. Overall, how fair do you think our present state and local tax system is: very 
fair, moderately fair, not too fair, or not at all fair?

Feb 2026
Feb 2023
Mar 2022
Mar 2021
Mar 2019
Mar 2017
Mar 2016
Mar 2015
Mar 2014
Jan 2012
Jan 2011
Jan 2010

Jun 2003 10333%14%21%58%4%
13002%19%26%50%3%
13972%17%27%50%4%
13011%16%29%49%4%
10912%19%32%44%3%
10562%19%29%47%3%
10343%19%24%49%5%
10662%19%26%49%4%
11093%28%25%39%5%
11722%25%23%45%5%
11991%34%28%32%5%
10501%20%37%40%3%
10461%25%36%36%2%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government - February 2026

Likely Voters - Time Trends
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don't know (vol)
less than you 

should
about the 

right amount
somewhat 

moremuch more
Unweighted 

n

Q19. When you combine all of the taxes you pay to state and local governments, 
do you feel that you pay much more than you should, somewhat more than you 

should, about the right amount, or less than you should?

Feb 2026
Jun 2024
Feb 2023
Mar 2022
Mar 2021
Mar 2019
Mar 2018
Mar 2017
Mar 2016
Mar 2015
Mar 2014
Jan 2012
Jan 2011
Jan 2010
Jan 2004
Jun 2003
Feb 2003 10791%3%43%25%27%

10352%5%44%24%26%
9771%5%46%26%21%

12982%8%35%25%31%
13942%8%38%26%26%
13051%8%44%27%20%
10882%4%36%27%31%
10602%5%35%23%35%
10341%2%36%27%34%
10632%2%36%25%34%
9272%5%31%20%41%

11052%4%32%23%40%
11691%4%35%29%31%
11961%3%31%25%40%
10481%4%28%38%29%
10960%4%25%30%41%
10450%4%27%36%33%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government - February 2026

Likely Voters - Time Trends
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Betty Yee, a 
Democrat

Antonio 
Villaraigosa, 
a Democrat

Steve Hilton, 
a Republican

Xavier 
Becerra, a 
Democrat

Chad Bianco, 
a Republican

Katie Porter, 
a Democrat

Q22. If the June primary for governor were being held today, and these were the candidates, who 
would you vote for?

Feb 2026
Dec 2025 7%8%14%14%10%21%

5%5%14%5%12%13%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government - February 2026

Likely Voters - Time Trends

Daniel 
Mercuri, a 
Republican

Kyle 
Langford, a 
Republican

Brandon 
Jones, a 

Republican

Sharifah 
Hardie, a 

Republican

Tony 
Thurmond, a 

Democrat
Ian Calderon, 
a Democrat

Q22. If the June primary for governor were being held today, and these were the candidates, who 
would you vote for?

Feb 2026
Dec 2025 1%1%1%1%2%1%

0%0%1%0%2%1%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government - February 2026

Likely Voters - Time Trends(cont.)

Jon Slavet, a 
Republican

Tom Steyer, 
a Democrat

Eric 
Swalwell, a 
Democrat

Jimmy 
Parker, a 

Republican
Leo Zacky, a 
Republican

Butch Ware, 
Green Party

Q22. If the June primary for governor were being held today, and these were the candidates, who 
would you vote for?

Feb 2026
Dec 2025 1%1%1%

1%10%11%1%1%2%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government - February 2026

Likely Voters - Time Trends(cont.)

don't know (vol)

Someone 
else 

(specify)

Neither/would
not vote for 

governor (vol)
Matt Mahan, 
a Democrat

Unweighted 
n

Q22. If the June primary for governor were being held today, and 
these were the candidates, who would you vote for?

Feb 2026
Dec 2025 10745%12%

103010%3%1%3%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government - February 2026

Likely Voters - Time Trends(cont.)

Note: Numbers may not add to 100 due to rounding
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don't know (vol)
not at all 
closely

not too 
closelyfairly closelyvery closely

Unweighted 
n

Q23. How closely are you following news about candidates for the 2026 
governor's election?

Feb 2026
Dec 2025
Nov 2025
Oct 2025
Oct 2024
Apr 2024
Feb 2024
Dec 2023
Nov 2023
Nov 2022
Oct 2022
Sep 2022
Sep 2021
May 2021
Mar 2021
Oct 2020
Sep 2020
Jul 2020

Jun 2020
Apr 2020
Feb 2020
Jan 2020
Nov 2019
Sep 2019
Jul 2019

May 2019
Oct 2018
Sep 2018
Jul 2018

May 2018
Apr 2018
Mar 2018
Jan 2018
Dec 2017
Oct 2016
Sep 2016
Jul 2016

May 2016
Apr 2016
Mar 2016
Jan 2016
Oct 2014
Sep 2014 9150%19%28%40%12%

9741%13%34%34%18%
10430%3%14%37%45%
10391%2%9%37%52%
9970%1%6%35%57%
9900%3%9%34%55%

10550%2%7%38%53%
10530%1%5%33%61%
10240%1%6%32%60%
10701%29%45%18%7%
10410%30%39%23%7%
9310%16%35%34%14%
8621%13%32%36%18%
9001%11%30%39%19%

10190%13%28%42%17%
9620%11%27%41%21%
9881%10%21%40%28%

11200%9%22%41%28%
10850%10%20%33%37%
10290%8%15%39%38%
10150%5%16%39%40%
9720%4%13%44%38%

10490%4%12%39%44%
10940%3%15%43%40%
10480%5%14%36%44%
10320%2%20%43%35%
11670%3%9%34%53%
11840%2%6%34%58%
11711%11%25%43%20%
10720%11%27%41%21%
10790%7%12%41%40%
10600%15%35%33%17%
11090%15%25%35%25%
13420%10%36%40%14%
13950%7%31%37%25%
11120%8%29%43%20%
10750%6%20%41%33%
10880%3%22%43%31%
11370%2%14%43%41%
9430%7%27%36%30%

13070%4%26%41%29%
10860%18%46%25%11%
10490%13%48%28%11%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government - February 2026

Likely Voters - Time Trends
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don't know (vol)
not at all 
closely

not too 
closelyfairly closelyvery closely

Unweighted 
n

Q23. How closely are you following news about candidates for the 2026 
governor's election?

Jul 2014
May 2014
Apr 2014
Mar 2014
Jan 2014
Dec 2013
Oct 2012
Sep 2012
Aug 2012
May 2012
Apr 2012
Mar 2012
Jan 2012
Dec 2011
Oct 2010
Sep 2010
Jul 2010

May 2010
Mar 2010
Jan 2010
Dec 2009
Nov 2008
Oct 2008
Sep 2008
Aug 2008
Jul 2008

May 2008
Mar 2008
Jan 2008
Dec 2007
Sep 2007
Jul 2007

Jun 2007
May 2007
Mar 2007
Oct 2006
Sep 2006
Aug 2006
Jul 2006

May 2006
Apr 2006
Mar 2006
Oct 2004 12171%1%4%34%61%

10080%14%34%39%13%
12670%11%29%44%16%
10931%6%24%50%18%
13530%7%24%49%19%
11061%8%28%49%15%
12130%6%20%57%17%
11910%5%20%55%19%
12390%6%25%44%25%
11300%5%17%48%30%
11150%4%23%52%21%
14160%4%17%49%30%
11640%3%14%54%29%
11530%3%19%52%26%
12330%2%10%44%44%
12220%1%7%42%50%
12290%2%7%43%47%
14560%2%12%44%42%
11841%2%10%49%39%
12830%1%7%39%52%
12820%2%7%37%54%
16401%2%5%30%62%
10781%20%36%33%10%
13021%12%42%34%11%
12380%8%28%46%17%
12510%6%27%46%21%
14660%7%23%48%22%
12190%2%16%51%30%
12380%2%9%50%39%
12980%3%14%42%40%
13050%3%13%49%36%
11670%2%14%42%41%
12060%3%12%42%43%
12550%2%12%44%42%
15680%3%12%44%40%
13310%1%9%37%53%
13350%1%6%35%58%
10801%37%40%17%5%
11510%21%50%21%7%
10892%29%39%23%7%
10771%27%40%23%9%
10371%19%41%31%8%
9831%15%31%42%11%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government - February 2026 

Likely Voters - Time Trends (cont.)
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don't know (vol)
not at all 
closely

not too 
closelyfairly closelyvery closely

Unweighted 
n

Q23. How closely are you following news about candidates for the 2026 
governor's election?

Sep 2004
Aug 2004
Feb 2004
Jan 2004
Sep 2003
Aug 2003
Oct 2002
Sep 2002
Aug 2002
Feb 2002
Jan 2002
Jan 2001
Oct 2000
Sep 2000
Aug 2000
Feb 2000
Jan 2000
Dec 1999
Sep 1999
Jan 1999
Oct 1998
Sep 1998
May 1998
Apr 1998 9930%9%39%43%9%

9520%7%32%49%13%
10461%11%35%45%9%
11110%7%30%50%13%
10540%3%19%59%19%
9140%3%20%57%20%
9100%5%26%52%16%
9850%6%29%51%14%

10140%4%20%55%21%
10140%4%11%44%41%
10950%3%10%39%48%
10900%2%8%34%56%
10950%2%5%21%72%
9761%15%33%39%12%
9580%9%35%43%13%
9740%4%19%54%22%

10360%4%16%52%28%
10510%4%20%53%22%
10680%2%8%44%45%
11490%1%6%43%49%
9820%13%25%40%22%

10150%6%14%47%33%
11880%2%9%41%48%
12040%3%8%39%51%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government - February 2026 

Likely Voters - Time Trends (cont.)
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don't know (vol)not satisfiedsatisfied
Unweighted 

n

Q24. In general, would you say you are 
satisfied or not satisfied with your choices of 

candidates in the primary election for governor 
next June?

Feb 2026
Dec 2025 10865%40%55%

10423%35%61%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government - February 2026

Likely Voters - Time Trends
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don't know (vol)other (vol)
Democratic 
candidate

Republican 
candidate

Unweighted 
n

Q28. If the 2026 election for US House of Representatives were 
being held today, would you vote for [ROTATE] [1] the 

Republican candidate [OR] [2] the Democratic candidate] in your 
district? 

Feb 2026
Dec 2025
Oct 2024
Sep 2024
Jul 2024
Jun 2024
Apr 2024
Feb 2024
Dec 2023
Oct 2022
Sep 2022
May 2022
Mar 2022
Oct 2020
Sep 2020
Jun 2020
Oct 2018
Sep 2018
May 2018
Mar 2018
Oct 2014
Oct 2006
Oct 2000
Sep 2000 109110%2%47%41%

108911%2%47%41%
118411%5%48%36%
95411%48%41%
9178%53%39%
89110%52%38%
9499%54%37%
9738%55%37%
10288%59%34%
11527%60%33%
11695%58%37%
11917%51%42%
116210%55%35%
10467%60%34%
10975%56%39%
11052%62%37%
10693%61%36%
10803%60%38%
10912%62%36%
12502%62%36%
10632%62%36%
11272%61%38%
10802%63%35%
10442%62%36%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government - February 2026

Likely Voters - Time Trends
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don't know (vol)
not at all 

enthusiastic
not too 

enthusiastic
somewhat 

enthusiastic
very 

enthusiastic
extremely 

enthusiastic

Q29. How enthusiastic would you say you are about voting for Congress this year?extremely 
enthusiastic, very enthusiastic, somewhat enthusiastic, not too enthusiastic, or not at all 

enthusiastic?

Feb 2026
Oct 2024
Jun 2024
Apr 2024
Feb 2024
Oct 2022

May 2022
Oct 2018

May 2018 1%6%14%32%26%20%
1%8%10%28%28%25%
1%12%15%34%21%17%
1%5%14%29%33%18%
0%16%28%27%13%15%
0%16%24%30%14%16%
0%11%32%27%14%16%
0%11%28%31%15%15%
0%10%22%29%17%21%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government - February 2026

Likely Voters - Time Trends

Unweighted 
n

Feb 2026
Oct 2024
Jun 2024
Apr 2024
Feb 2024
Oct 2022

May 2022
Oct 2018

May 2018 899
986
1178
1106
1075
1086
1096
1136
1047

Note: Numbers may not add to 100 due to rounding
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don't know (vol)both (vol)
other 

(specify)

California 
voters make 
some of the 
decisions 

about 
spending and 
taxes at the 
ballot box

the governor 
and 

legislature 
make all of 

the decisions 
about 

spending and 
taxes

Unweighted 
n

Q32. On another topic, when it comes to the tough choices involved in the state 
budget this year, would you prefer-[rotate] [1] that the governor and legislature 
make all of the decisions about spending and taxes; [or] [2] that California voters 
make some of the decisions about spending and taxes at the ballot box? 

Feb 2026
Jan 2019
Jan 2015
Sep 2014
May 2014
Sep 2012
May 2012
Jun 2011 14051%2%1%76%21%

12513%0%0%81%15%
13272%1%1%78%18%
10352%2%2%76%18%
9112%0%1%78%18%

10081%1%1%76%21%
11491%1%1%78%18%
10450%77%22%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government - February 2026

Likely Voters - Time Trends
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don't know (vol)none at allnot too mucha fair amounta great deal
Unweighted 

n

Q33. How much trust and confidence do you have in California's voters when it 
comes to making decisions about the state budget, spending and taxes at the 

ballot box?

Feb 2026
Oct 2003 11341%7%36%44%11%

10460%13%36%45%6%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government - February 2026

Likely Voters - Time Trends

Note: Numbers may not add to 100 due to rounding
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don't know (vol)disapproveapprove
Unweighted 

n

Q36. Overall, do you approve or disapprove of 
the way that Donald Trump is handling his job 

as president? 

Feb 2026
Dec 2025
Oct 2025
Jun 2025
Feb 2025
Oct 2020
Sep 2020
Jun 2020
Feb 2020
Jan 2020
Nov 2019
Sep 2019

Jul 2019
May 2019
Mar 2019
Jan 2019
Dec 2018
Oct 2018
Sep 2018

Jul 2018
May 2018
Mar 2018
Jan 2018
Dec 2017
Sep 2017

Jul 2017
May 2017
Mar 2017
Jan 2017 109411%55%34%

10583%62%35%
10133%63%33%
10853%63%34%
10953%66%31%
10583%63%34%
10381%67%32%
9202%61%37%
8894%58%38%

10122%64%34%
9582%61%37%
9813%58%39%

10833%61%36%
11452%62%36%
11042%64%34%
11172%60%38%
10801%60%38%
10222%62%35%
10092%59%39%
9701%61%38%

10432%63%35%
10362%65%33%
11592%67%32%
11793%64%34%
10820%67%33%
10780%66%34%
9410%67%33%

10830%71%29%
10420%70%30%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government - February 2026

Likely Voters - Time Trends
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don't know (vol)disapproveapprove
Unweighted 

n

Q37. Overall, do you approve or disapprove of 
the way the US Congress is handling its job? 

Feb 2026
Dec 2025
Oct 2025
Jun 2025
Feb 2025
Oct 2024
Sep 2024
Jun 2024
Feb 2024
Dec 2023
Sep 2023
Jul 2023

Jun 2023
Feb 2023
Oct 2022
Sep 2022
May 2022
Mar 2022
Feb 2022
Sep 2021
May 2021
Mar 2021
Jan 2021
Oct 2020
Sep 2020
Jun 2020
Feb 2020
Jan 2020
Nov 2019
Sep 2019
Jul 2019

May 2019
Mar 2019
Jan 2019
Dec 2018
Oct 2018
Sep 2018
Jul 2018

May 2018
Mar 2018
Jan 2018
Dec 2017
Sep 2017 10983%79%18%

10684%80%15%
10403%81%15%
9254%74%22%
8915%78%18%

10153%83%14%
9587%74%20%
9836%75%20%

10866%74%20%
11465%72%23%
11025%67%29%
11075%73%22%
10804%79%17%
10155%71%24%
10064%74%21%
9604%66%30%

10395%63%32%
10344%65%31%
11553%75%21%
11773%70%26%
11205%66%29%
11693%63%33%
10675%64%31%
10695%63%31%
10465%76%19%
11942%73%24%
11776%74%20%
10544%62%34%
11053%68%29%
10421%77%22%
10561%78%21%
10920%77%23%
11421%81%18%
11092%83%16%
10722%85%12%
10901%83%15%
10663%78%20%
11302%80%18%
10831%81%18%
10772%79%20%
9401%83%17%

10811%80%19%
10441%81%19%

PPIC Statewide Survey
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don't know (vol)disapproveapprove
Unweighted 

n

Q37. Overall, do you approve or disapprove of 
the way the US Congress is handling its job? 

Jul 2017
May 2017
Mar 2017
Jan 2017
Oct 2016
Sep 2016
Jul 2016

May 2016
Mar 2016
Jan 2016
Dec 2015
Sep 2015
Jul 2015

Jun 2015
Mar 2015
Jan 2015
Oct 2014
Sep 2014
Jul 2014

May 2014
Mar 2014
Jan 2014
Dec 2013
Sep 2013
Jul 2013

May 2013
Mar 2013
Jan 2013
Oct 2012
Sep 2012
Aug 2012
May 2012
Mar 2012
Jan 2012
Dec 2011
Sep 2011
Jul 2011

Mar 2011
Oct 2010
Sep 2010
May 2010
Mar 2010
Jan 2010 12966%65%29%

12314%82%14%
12506%68%26%
12145%74%21%
12333%71%26%
13659%69%22%
16385%78%17%
13606%79%15%
12933%88%9%
13004%82%14%
11634%79%17%
12525%78%16%
15624%81%15%
13255%78%17%
13324%81%15%
11136%73%21%
11323%81%16%
11245%77%19%
12684%77%18%
10863%79%18%
10784%86%10%
11503%82%15%
10914%87%9%
10344%82%14%
9762%83%15%
9075%80%16%
9705%79%16%

10085%71%24%
10574%80%16%
10456%74%20%
10576%78%17%
10654%79%17%
11115%81%14%
10403%78%19%
10382%83%14%
9853%82%15%

10513%80%17%
10543%81%16%
10246%77%17%
10987%68%25%
10596%68%27%
10175%76%19%
10915%78%17%

PPIC Statewide Survey
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don't know (vol)disapproveapprove
Unweighted 

n

Q37. Overall, do you approve or disapprove of 
the way the US Congress is handling its job? 

Dec 2009
Sep 2009
May 2009
Mar 2009
Jan 2009
Oct 2008
Sep 2008
Aug 2008
Mar 2008
Dec 2007
Sep 2007
Jun 2007
Jan 2007
Sep 2006
Mar 2006
Oct 2005 11648%55%37%

10047%62%31%
12076%63%31%
127612%51%37%
11069%62%30%
11606%66%28%
11475%72%23%
12207%63%30%
11806%72%22%
12807%67%26%
12814%78%18%
13896%64%30%
11347%58%35%
12167%53%39%
13386%60%34%
10765%66%29%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government - February 2026 

Likely Voters - Time Trends (cont.)

Note: Numbers may not add to 100 due to rounding
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don't know (vol)

no, will not 
be able to 

work 
together

yes, will be 
able to work 

together
Unweighted 

n

Q38. Do you think that President Trump and the 
US Congress will be able to work together and 

accomplish a lot in the next year, or not?

Feb 2026
Feb 2025
Feb 2024
Feb 2023
Feb 2022
Jan 2021
Jan 2020
Jan 2019
Jan 2018
Jan 2017
Jan 2015
Jan 2014
Jan 2013
Jan 2012
Jan 2010
May 2009
Jan 2009
Jun 2007
Jan 2007 12785%65%30%

11133%81%15%
13875%15%79%
12177%24%69%
13026%46%48%
13044%77%19%
11155%57%37%
11493%75%22%
10114%78%18%
11036%39%55%
10394%69%27%
11523%79%18%
9702%84%14%

11254%32%64%
10454%72%24%
10471%78%20%
10742%76%22%
10821%52%47%
10461%71%28%
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don't know (vol)
wrong 

directionright direction
Unweighted 

n

Q39. Do you think things in the United States 
are generally going in the right direction or the 

wrong direction? 

Feb 2026
Dec 2025
Oct 2025
Jun 2025
Feb 2025
Oct 2024
Sep 2024
Jun 2024
Feb 2024
Sep 2023
Jun 2023
Feb 2023
Oct 2022
Sep 2022
May 2022
Feb 2022
Sep 2021
May 2021
Jan 2021
Oct 2020
Nov 2019
Jan 2019
Oct 2018
Dec 2017
May 2017
Jan 2017
Oct 2016
Mar 2016
Sep 2015
Mar 2015
Mar 2014
Dec 2013
Jan 2013
Oct 2012
Sep 2011
Oct 2010
Dec 2009
May 2009
Jan 2009
Aug 2008
Mar 2008
Jun 2007 11076%68%26%

12194%75%21%
11805%73%22%
13865%64%31%
12175%43%52%
10785%56%39%
12295%60%35%
13554%72%24%
13323%55%42%
11144%49%47%
10754%63%32%
10845%61%35%
10545%61%34%
10594%61%35%
10343%63%34%
10205%55%40%
11016%57%37%
10107%64%28%
10617%67%27%
9816%56%38%

11443%68%29%
9984%63%34%

11783%72%25%
11234%50%46%
10703%52%45%
10745%56%39%
10445%66%30%
11664%73%23%
10534%63%33%
11024%71%25%
10441%69%30%
10601%74%25%
11400%72%28%
10711%76%23%
10901%74%25%
10692%70%28%
11322%69%30%
10850%74%26%
10780%70%30%
9431%72%28%

10860%74%26%
10450%73%27%
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don't know (vol)
wrong 

directionright direction
Unweighted 

n

Q39. Do you think things in the United States 
are generally going in the right direction or the 

wrong direction? 

Jan 2007
Oct 2006
Sep 2005
Jan 2005
Sep 2004
Sep 2003 11465%52%43%

12003%56%41%
12334%52%43%
11175%60%35%
11886%62%31%
12714%63%33%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government - February 2026

Likely Voters - Time Trends (cont.)
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don't know (vol)bad timesgood times
Unweighted 

n

Q40. Turning to economic conditions, do you 
think that during the next 12 months the United 
States will have good times financially or bad 

times? 

Feb 2026
Dec 2025
Oct 2025
Jun 2025
Feb 2025
Oct 2024
Sep 2024
Jun 2024
Feb 2024
Sep 2023
Jun 2023
Feb 2023
Sep 2022
May 2022
Feb 2022
Sep 2021
May 2021
Jan 2021
Sep 2020
Jun 2020
Nov 2019
Oct 2018

May 2017
Jan 2017
Oct 2016
Mar 2016
Sep 2015
Mar 2015
Mar 2014
Dec 2013
Oct 2012
Sep 2011
Sep 2010
Dec 2009
May 2009
Jan 2009
Aug 2008
Mar 2008
Jun 2007
Jan 2007 12748%45%47%

11107%54%39%
12224%82%13%
11826%74%19%
13885%78%17%
12195%70%25%
10767%67%26%
12087%63%30%
13576%74%20%
132810%48%42%
10747%55%38%
10848%51%40%
10508%42%50%
10607%50%43%
10329%47%45%
101716%39%44%
11018%38%54%
101411%46%43%
9849%39%53%

100410%40%50%
10427%73%20%
11539%60%31%
11225%55%40%
10686%43%51%
10748%49%42%
10427%59%34%
11695%75%20%
10574%64%32%
10472%75%24%
10612%75%23%
11452%63%34%
10753%57%40%
10962%62%36%
10713%54%43%
11353%53%44%
10841%70%29%
10781%72%27%
9411%73%27%

10861%73%26%
10482%69%29%
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don't know (vol)bad timesgood times
Unweighted 

n

Q40. Turning to economic conditions, do you 
think that during the next 12 months the United 
States will have good times financially or bad 

times? 

Oct 2006
Sep 2005
Jan 2005
Sep 2004
Sep 2003 11429%44%46%

120012%41%47%
12318%43%48%
11178%62%30%
11879%42%49%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government - February 2026

Likely Voters - Time Trends (cont.)
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don't know (vol)disapproveapprove
Unweighted 

n

Q41. Do you approve or disapprove of the job 
the US Immigration and Customs Enforcement 

agency or ICE is doing? 

Feb 2026
Dec 2025
Oct 2025 9410%65%34%

10840%67%33%
10440%73%27%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government - February 2026

Likely Voters - Time Trends

Note: Numbers may not add to 100 due to rounding
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don't know (vol)
strongly 

disapprove
somewhat 
disapprove

somewhat 
approve

strongly 
approve

Unweighted 
n

Q42. Do you approve or disapprove of recent protests against ICE actions?

Feb 2026 10470%28%11%13%48%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government - February 2026

Likely Voters - Time Trends

Note: Numbers may not add to 100 due to rounding
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Dec 2025 10850%28%12%18%41%
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