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(VOL) don't 
know

(VOL) have
not heard
enough to

have an opiniondisapproveapprove
Unweighted 

n

Q1. Overall, do you approve or disapprove of the way that Gavin 
Newsom is handling his job as governor of California?

Nov 2019
Sep 2019
Jul 2019

May 2019
Mar 2019
Jan 2019 11448%21%29%43%

11086%14%36%45%
111116%0%37%47%
107014%0%39%47%
102013%0%44%43%
10017%0%45%48%
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(VOL) don't 
knowdisapproveapprove

Unweighted 
n

Q3. Overall, do you approve or disapprove of 
the way that the California Legislature is 

handling its job?

Nov 2019
Sep 2019
Jul 2019

May 2019
Mar 2019
Jan 2019
Dec 2018
Nov 2018
Oct 2018
Sep 2018
Jul 2018

May 2018
Apr 2018
Mar 2018
Jan 2018
Dec 2017
Nov 2017
Sep 2017
Jul 2017

May 2017
Apr 2017
Mar 2017
Jan 2017
Dec 2016
Oct 2016
Sep 2016
Jul 2016

May 2016
Apr 2016
Mar 2016
Jan 2016
Dec 2015
Sep 2015
Jul 2015

Jun 2015
Apr 2015
Mar 2015
Jan 2015
Dec 2014
Oct 2014
Sep 2014
Jul 2014 97213%56%31%

90114%54%32%
96913%51%37%

104610%51%39%
100313%47%41%
105911%50%39%
10619%55%36%
104318%52%30%
105513%54%32%
105615%47%39%
110014%48%38%
103411%48%41%
102912%50%38%
9939%51%40%
98213%49%38%

104510%48%42%
10509%48%42%
101614%43%43%
111511%44%45%
110111%38%50%
105711%41%48%
103311%45%44%
101212%46%41%
108813%42%45%
10989%47%44%
108310%45%45%
106510%44%46%
10369%41%50%
9248%46%45%
8649%49%42%
89510%48%42%

10148%46%46%
95710%46%44%
98510%48%43%

10908%48%44%
108410%47%43%
114711%43%46%
110213%45%42%
111613%53%34%
107412%48%40%
102511%51%38%
100210%51%39%
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(VOL) don't 
knowdisapproveapprove

Unweighted 
n

Q3. Overall, do you approve or disapprove of 
the way that the California Legislature is 

handling its job?

May 2014
Apr 2014
Mar 2014
Jan 2014
Dec 2013
Sep 2013
Jul 2013

May 2013
Apr 2013
Mar 2013
Jan 2013
Dec 2012
Oct 2012
Sep 2012
Aug 2012
May 2012
Apr 2012
Mar 2012
Jan 2012
Dec 2011
Nov 2011
Sep 2011
Jul 2011

Jun 2011
Apr 2011
Mar 2011
Feb 2011
Jan 2011
Nov 2010
Oct 2010
Sep 2010
Jul 2010

May 2010
Apr 2010
Mar 2010
Jan 2010
Dec 2009
Nov 2009
Sep 2009
Jul 2009

May 2009
Apr 2009 159610%74%16%

12138%80%12%
15636%84%10%
13398%76%16%
163010%80%10%
10777%83%10%
12997%80%12%
12356%85%9%
15409%79%11%
12478%80%11%
14628%82%10%
12144%85%11%
12383%86%10%
16739%82%9%
139014%68%18%
155817%63%20%
136014%70%16%
164412%74%14%
140411%72%17%
163911%74%15%
136312%71%17%
163413%70%17%
129315%69%16%
129712%71%17%
116214%66%21%
119912%73%15%
124811%71%17%
156010%69%21%
132510%68%22%
132911%68%21%
143413%61%26%
111514%55%31%
113014%61%25%
11297%64%29%
112512%59%29%
127212%55%33%
109510%57%32%
107712%56%32%
114510%57%33%
108412%57%32%
107415%56%29%
102711%54%36%
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(VOL) don't 
knowdisapproveapprove

Unweighted 
n

Q3. Overall, do you approve or disapprove of 
the way that the California Legislature is 

handling its job?

Mar 2009
Feb 2009
Jan 2009
Nov 2008
Oct 2008
Sep 2008
Aug 2008
May 2008
Apr 2008
Mar 2008
Jan 2008
Dec 2007
Oct 2007
Sep 2007
Jun 2007
May 2007
Apr 2007
Mar 2007
Jan 2007
Oct 2006
Sep 2006
Aug 2006
May 2006
Mar 2006
Jan 2006
Jan 2006
Oct 2005
Sep 2005
Aug 2005
May 2005
Jan 2005
Oct 2004
Sep 2004
Aug 2004
Jun 2004
May 2004
Jan 2004
Aug 2003
Jun 2003
Feb 2003 107116%55%29%

103213%58%29%
106710%68%22%
97716%50%34%

109813%52%35%
134611%51%38%
118311%52%37%
119112%51%37%
121014%46%40%
123011%57%33%
123712%63%24%
105213%64%23%
111112%60%28%
116114%65%21%
144317%60%23%
125612%63%25%
100212%65%23%
109315%61%23%
110512%61%27%
120713%55%32%
118813%61%26%
127414%49%37%
123314%47%39%
151014%51%35%
112714%51%36%
110618%47%35%
115811%59%29%
157414%54%32%
114610%54%35%
122612%61%27%
121911%64%25%
151712%66%22%
122412%65%23%
11836%74%20%
12779%76%16%
12808%70%22%
163311%69%20%
13879%76%15%
156410%75%14%
113610%80%11%
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(VOL) don't 
knowdisapproveapprove

Unweighted 
n

Q3. Overall, do you approve or disapprove of 
the way that the California Legislature is 

handling its job?

Sep 2002
Jan 2002
Dec 2001
Jan 2001
Sep 2000 108911%34%56%

108512%32%56%
93914%36%50%
96711%43%46%

102915%45%40%
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[VOL] don't 
knowsameworse offbetter off

Unweighted 
n

Q4. Now, thinking about your own personal finances. Would you 
say that you and your family are financially better off, worse off, 

or just about the same as a year ago?

Nov 2019
Dec 2013
Dec 2011
Dec 2009
Sep 2002
Dec 2001
Jan 2001
Sep 2000
Sep 1999
Jan 1999
Oct 1998
Sep 1998
May 1998
Apr 1998 9920%52%12%37%

9500%52%13%34%
10460%55%12%33%
11100%53%11%36%
10540%56%15%29%
9140%54%12%34%

10950%48%9%43%
10940%47%14%38%
9490%51%27%21%

10350%45%26%29%
10771%38%52%9%
12950%53%36%11%
10780%57%23%20%
10150%57%22%22%
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[VOL] don't 
know

not divided 
that way

divided into 
haves and 
have-nots

Unweighted 
n

Q5. Some people think that California is divided 
into economic groups, the haves and have-nots, 
while others think it is not divided that way. Do 
you think that California is divided into haves 

and have-nots, or not divided?

Nov 2019
Dec 2018
Dec 2015
Dec 2014
Dec 2013
Dec 2011
Sep 2002
Jan 1999 10513%40%57%

10323%37%60%
12914%35%61%
10753%30%67%
10462%31%67%
11044%28%68%
10814%28%68%
10024%32%64%
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[VOL] don't 
know[VOL] neitherhave-notshaves

Unweighted 
n

Q6. If you had to choose, which of these groups are you in; the 
haves or have-nots? 

Nov 2019
Dec 2018
Dec 2015
Dec 2014
Dec 2013
Dec 2011
Sep 2002
Jan 1999 10417%0%28%65%

10218%0%23%69%
12825%9%40%46%
10573%11%34%52%
10334%13%35%49%
10955%12%34%50%
10645%10%36%50%
9885%11%34%49%
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[VOL] don't 
knowlower class

lower-middle 
classmiddle class

upper-middle 
classupper class

Q7. If you were asked to use one of these commonly used names for the social classes, which 
would you say you belong in? The upper class, upper-middle class, middle class, lower-middle 

class, or lower class?

Nov 2019
Sep 2015 1%6%22%51%18%3%

1%11%21%47%18%2%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government -September 2019

Likely Voters - Time Trends

Unweighted 
n

Nov 2019
Sep 2015 1057

1005

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government -September 2019

Likely Voters - Time Trends(cont.)

(cont.)

Note: Numbers may not add to 100 due to rounding
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(VOL) don't 
know(VOL) neither(VOL) both

government 
should do 

more

people have 
equal 

opportunity
Unweighted 

n

Q8.	Do you think that in California today [ROTATE] [1] all people have an equal 
opportunity to get ahead, or [2] the government should do more to make sure that 

all Californians have an equal opportunity to get ahead. 

Nov 2019
Dec 2018
Dec 2015
Dec 2014
Dec 2013
Dec 2011
Sep 2002
Jan 1999 10463%0%0%42%55%

10293%2%1%38%56%
12894%5%0%48%42%
10663%6%1%42%49%
10493%6%2%44%45%
11033%4%2%46%46%
10773%3%1%50%42%
10043%4%1%48%44%
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(VOL) don't 
know(VOL) both

the candidate 
who seems 

most likely to 
defeat 
Donald 
Trump

the 
presidential 
candidate 

whose 
positions on 
the issues 

come closest 
to yours

Unweighted 
n

Q13.What's more important to you that Democrats nominate the 
presidential candidate [ROTATE] [1] (whose positions on the 

issues come closest to yours), or the candidate [2] (who seems 
most likely to defeat Donald Trump in November 2020)?  

Nov 2019
May 2019 5794%6%48%42%

5052%6%55%36%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government -September 2019

Likely Voters - Time Trends
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(VOL) don't 
know

not at all 
closely

not too 
closelyfairly closelyvery closely

Unweighted 
n

Q14. How closely are you following the news about candidates for the 2020 
presidential election;very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all 

closely?

Nov 2019
Sep 2019
Jul 2019

May 2019
Oct 2018
Sep 2018
Jul 2018

May 2018
Apr 2018
Mar 2018
Jan 2018
Dec 2017
Oct 2016
Sep 2016
Jul 2016

May 2016
Apr 2016
Mar 2016
Jan 2016
Oct 2014
Sep 2014
Jul 2014

May 2014
Apr 2014
Mar 2014
Jan 2014
Dec 2013
Oct 2012
Sep 2012
Aug 2012
May 2012
Apr 2012
Mar 2012
Jan 2012
Dec 2011
Oct 2010
Sep 2010
Jul 2010

May 2010
Mar 2010
Jan 2010
Dec 2009 10781%20%36%33%10%

13021%12%42%34%11%
12380%8%28%46%17%
12510%6%27%46%21%
14660%7%23%48%22%
12190%2%16%51%30%
12380%2%9%50%39%
12980%3%14%42%40%
13050%3%13%49%36%
11670%2%14%42%41%
12060%3%12%42%43%
12550%2%12%44%42%
15680%3%12%44%40%
13310%1%9%37%53%
13350%1%6%35%58%
10801%37%40%17%5%
11510%21%50%21%7%
10892%29%39%23%7%
10771%27%40%23%9%
10371%19%41%31%8%
9831%15%31%42%11%
9150%19%28%40%12%
9741%13%34%34%18%

10430%3%14%37%45%
10391%2%9%37%52%
9970%1%6%35%57%
9900%3%9%34%55%

10550%2%7%38%53%
10530%1%5%33%61%
10240%1%6%32%60%
10701%29%45%18%7%
10410%30%39%23%7%
9310%16%35%34%14%
8621%13%32%36%18%
9001%11%30%39%19%

10190%13%28%42%17%
9620%11%27%41%21%
9881%10%21%40%28%

11200%9%22%41%28%
10850%10%20%33%37%
10290%8%15%39%38%
10150%5%16%39%40%
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(VOL) don't 
know

not at all 
closely

not too 
closelyfairly closelyvery closely

Unweighted 
n

Q14. How closely are you following the news about candidates for the 2020 
presidential election;very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all 

closely?

Nov 2008
Oct 2008
Sep 2008
Aug 2008
Jul 2008

May 2008
Mar 2008
Jan 2008
Dec 2007
Sep 2007
Jul 2007
Jun 2007

May 2007
Mar 2007
Oct 2006
Sep 2006
Aug 2006
Jul 2006

May 2006
Apr 2006
Mar 2006
Oct 2004
Sep 2004
Aug 2004
Feb 2004
Jan 2004
Sep 2003
Aug 2003
Oct 2002
Sep 2002
Aug 2002
Feb 2002
Jan 2002
Jan 2001
Oct 2000
Sep 2000
Aug 2000
Feb 2000
Jan 2000
Dec 1999
Sep 1999 9140%3%20%57%20%

9100%5%26%52%16%
9850%6%29%51%14%
10140%4%20%55%21%
10140%4%11%44%41%
10950%3%10%39%48%
10900%2%8%34%56%
10950%2%5%21%72%
9761%15%33%39%12%
9580%9%35%43%13%
9740%4%19%54%22%
10360%4%16%52%28%
10510%4%20%53%22%
10680%2%8%44%45%
11490%1%6%43%49%
9820%13%25%40%22%
10150%6%14%47%33%
11880%2%9%41%48%
12040%3%8%39%51%
12171%1%4%34%61%
10080%14%34%39%13%
12670%11%29%44%16%
10931%6%24%50%18%
13530%7%24%49%19%
11061%8%28%49%15%
12130%6%20%57%17%
11910%5%20%55%19%
12390%6%25%44%25%
11300%5%17%48%30%
11150%4%23%52%21%
14160%4%17%49%30%
11640%3%14%54%29%
11530%3%19%52%26%
12330%2%10%44%44%
12220%1%7%42%50%
12290%2%7%43%47%
14560%2%12%44%42%
11841%2%10%49%39%
12830%1%7%39%52%
12820%2%7%37%54%
16401%2%5%30%62%
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(VOL) don't 
know

not at all 
closely

not too 
closelyfairly closelyvery closely

Unweighted 
n

Q14. How closely are you following the news about candidates for the 2020 
presidential election;very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all 

closely?

Jan 1999
Oct 1998
Sep 1998
May 1998
Apr 1998 9930%9%39%43%9%

9520%7%32%49%13%
10461%11%35%45%9%
11110%7%30%50%13%
10540%3%19%59%19%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government -September 2019

Likely Voters - Time Trends(cont.)

Note: Numbers may not add to 100 due to rounding
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(VOL) don't 
knownoyes

Unweighted 
n

Q18. What if there was a state ballot measure to have 
commercial properties taxed according to their current market 

value and direct some of this new tax revenue to state funding for 
K-to-12 public schools? Would you vote yes or no?

Nov 2019
Sep 2019
Apr 2019
Apr 2018 8675%42%53%

10351%45%54%
10288%45%47%
10139%45%46%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government -September 2019

Likely Voters - Time Trends

Note: Numbers may not add to 100 due to rounding
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(VOL) don't 
knowdisapproveapprove

Unweighted 
n

Q25. Overall, do you approve or disapprove of 
the way that Donald Trump is handling his job 

as president?

Nov 2019
Sep 2019
Jul 2019

May 2019
Mar 2019
Jan 2019
Dec 2018
Oct 2018
Sep 2018
Jul 2018

May 2018
Mar 2018
Jan 2018
Dec 2017
Sep 2017
Jul 2017

May 2017
Mar 2017
Jan 2017 109411%55%34%

10583%62%35%
10133%63%33%
10853%63%34%
10953%66%31%
10583%63%34%
10381%67%32%
9202%61%37%
8894%58%38%

10122%64%34%
9582%61%37%
9813%58%39%

10833%61%36%
11452%62%36%
11042%64%34%
11172%60%38%
10801%60%38%
10222%62%35%
10092%59%39%
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(VOL) don't 
knowdisapproveapprove

Unweighted 
n

Q26. Overall, do you approve or disapprove of 
the way the U.S. Congress is handling its job?

Nov 2019
Sep 2019
Jul 2019

May 2019
Mar 2019
Jan 2019
Dec 2018
Oct 2018
Sep 2018
Jul 2018

May 2018
Mar 2018
Jan 2018
Dec 2017
Sep 2017
Jul 2017

May 2017
Mar 2017
Jan 2017
Oct 2016
Sep 2016
Jul 2016

May 2016
Mar 2016
Jan 2016
Dec 2015
Sep 2015
Jul 2015
Jun 2015
Mar 2015
Jan 2015
Oct 2014
Sep 2014
Jul 2014

May 2014
Mar 2014
Jan 2014
Dec 2013
Sep 2013
Jul 2013

May 2013
Mar 2013
Jan 2013 11136%73%21%

11323%81%16%
11245%77%19%
12684%77%18%
10863%79%18%
10784%86%10%
11503%82%15%
10914%87%9%
10344%82%14%
9762%83%15%
9075%80%16%
9705%79%16%

10085%71%24%
10574%80%16%
10456%74%20%
10576%78%17%
10654%79%17%
11115%81%14%
10403%78%19%
10382%83%14%
9853%82%15%

10513%80%17%
10543%81%16%
10246%77%17%
10987%68%25%
10596%68%27%
10175%76%19%
10915%78%17%
10983%79%18%
10684%80%15%
10403%81%15%
9254%74%22%
8915%78%18%

10153%83%14%
9587%74%20%
9836%75%20%

10866%74%20%
11465%72%23%
11025%67%29%
11075%73%22%
10804%79%17%
10155%71%24%
10064%74%21%
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(VOL) don't 
knowdisapproveapprove

Unweighted 
n

Q26. Overall, do you approve or disapprove of 
the way the U.S. Congress is handling its job?

Oct 2012
Sep 2012
Aug 2012
May 2012
Mar 2012
Jan 2012
Dec 2011
Sep 2011
Jul 2011

Mar 2011
Oct 2010
Sep 2010
May 2010
Mar 2010
Jan 2010
Dec 2009
Sep 2009
May 2009
Mar 2009
Jan 2009
Oct 2008
Sep 2008
Aug 2008
Mar 2008
Dec 2007
Sep 2007
Jun 2007
Jan 2007
Sep 2006
Mar 2006
Oct 2005 11648%55%37%

10047%62%31%
12076%63%31%
127612%51%37%
11069%62%30%
11606%66%28%
11475%72%23%
12207%63%30%
11806%72%22%
12807%67%26%
12814%78%18%
13896%64%30%
11347%58%35%
12167%53%39%
13386%60%34%
10765%66%29%
12966%65%29%
12314%82%14%
12506%68%26%
12145%74%21%
12333%71%26%
13659%69%22%
16385%78%17%
13606%79%15%
12933%88%9%
13004%82%14%
11634%79%17%
12525%78%16%
15624%81%15%
13255%78%17%
13324%81%15%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government -September 2019

Likely Voters - Time Trends(cont.)

Note: Numbers may not add to 100 due to rounding
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(VOL) don't 
know

wrong 
directionright direction

Unweighted 
n

Q28. Do you think things in the United States 
are generally going in the right direction or the 

wrong direction?

Nov 2019
Jan 2019
Oct 2018
Dec 2017
May 2017
Jan 2017
Oct 2016
Mar 2016
Sep 2015
Mar 2015
Mar 2014
Dec 2013
Jan 2013
Oct 2012
Sep 2011
Oct 2010
Dec 2009
May 2009
Jan 2009
Aug 2008
Mar 2008
Jun 2007
Jan 2007
Oct 2006
Sep 2005
Jan 2005
Sep 2004
Sep 2003 11465%52%43%

12003%56%41%
12334%52%43%
11175%60%35%
11886%62%31%
12714%63%33%
11076%68%26%
12194%75%21%
11805%73%22%
13865%64%31%
12175%43%52%
10785%56%39%
12295%60%35%
13554%72%24%
13323%55%42%
11144%49%47%
10754%63%32%
10845%61%35%
10545%61%34%
10594%61%35%
10343%63%34%
10205%55%40%
11016%57%37%
10107%64%28%
10617%67%27%
9816%56%38%

11443%68%29%
9984%63%34%
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Note: Numbers may not add to 100 due to rounding

Page 19



(VOL) don't 
knowbad timesgood times

Unweighted 
n

Q29. Turning to economic conditions, do you 
think that during the next 12 months the United 
States will have good times financially or bad 

times?

Nov 2019
Oct 2018

May 2017
Jan 2017
Oct 2016
Mar 2016
Sep 2015
Mar 2015
Mar 2014
Dec 2013
Oct 2012
Sep 2011
Sep 2010
Dec 2009
May 2009
Jan 2009

Aug 2008
Mar 2008
Jun 2007
Jan 2007
Oct 2006
Sep 2005
Jan 2005
Sep 2004
Sep 2003 11429%44%46%

120012%41%47%
12318%43%48%
11178%62%30%
11879%42%49%
12748%45%47%
11107%54%39%
12224%82%13%
11826%74%19%
13885%78%17%
12195%70%25%
10767%67%26%
12087%63%30%
13576%74%20%
132810%48%42%
10747%55%38%
10848%51%40%
10508%42%50%
10607%50%43%
10329%47%45%
101716%39%44%
11018%38%54%
101411%46%43%
9849%39%53%

100410%40%50%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government -September 2019

Likely Voters - Time Trends
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responsibility 
of 

government, 
don't know don't know

not 
responsibility 

of 
government

responsibility 
of 

government, 
mix of private 

and 
government

responsibility 
of 

government, 
single payer 

Unweighted 
n

Q31. Do you think it is the responsibility of the federal government to make sure all 
Americans have health care coverage or is that not the responsibility of the federal 

government? Should health insurance...?

Nov 2019
Oct 2018
Sep 2017 10952%2%37%28%32%

9774%3%38%27%28%
10053%2%43%26%25%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government -September 2019

Likely Voters - Time Trends

Note: Numbers may not add to 100 due to rounding
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(VOL) don't 
knowunfavorablefavorable

Unweighted 
n

Q33. Do you have a favorable or an 
unfavorable impression of the Democratic 

Party?

Nov 2019
Oct 2018
Dec 2017
Oct 2016

May 2016
Dec 2015
Oct 2014
Dec 2013
Mar 2013
Oct 2012
Sep 2011
Oct 2010
Mar 2010 12226%53%41%

12306%51%44%
13506%50%44%
13273%44%53%
11323%44%53%
10723%50%47%
9646%50%44%
10994%49%47%
9844%54%42%
10213%47%50%
10604%53%44%
9765%54%41%
10073%50%46%
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Californians and Their Government -September 2019

Likely Voters - Time Trends
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(VOL) don't 
knowunfavorablefavorable

Unweighted 
n

Q34. Do you have a favorable or an 
unfavorable impression of the Republican 

Party?

Nov 2019
Oct 2018
Dec 2017
Oct 2016

May 2016
Dec 2015
Oct 2014
Dec 2013
Mar 2013
Oct 2012
Sep 2011
Oct 2010
Mar 2010 12207%62%31%

12257%62%31%
13577%63%30%
13244%58%38%
11314%62%34%
10734%65%32%
9606%64%30%

10964%64%33%
9803%75%23%

10174%72%24%
10663%71%26%
9764%65%31%

10044%62%34%
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Likely Voters - Time Trends
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[VOL] don't 
know

third party is 
neededadequate job

Unweighted 
n

Q35.	In your view, do the Republican and 
Democratic parties do an adequate job 

representing the American people, or do they 
do such a poor job that a third major party is 

needed?

Nov 2019
Oct 2018
Dec 2017
Oct 2016
Dec 2015
Oct 2014
Dec 2013
Mar 2013
Oct 2012
Sep 2011
Oct 2010
Mar 2010
Sep 2008
Oct 2006
Sep 2004 11966%46%48%

11879%56%34%
12657%52%41%
121710%55%34%
121510%56%34%
13279%57%33%
13107%52%42%
11219%59%32%
105312%56%32%
95413%63%24%

108810%58%31%
100310%62%28%
10489%64%27%
95110%61%29%
97311%57%32%

PPIC Statewide Survey
Californians and Their Government -September 2019

Likely Voters - Time Trends

Note: Numbers may not add to 100 due to rounding
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